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THE SPEAKER (Mr Harmian) took the
Chair at 2. 15 p.m., and read prayers.

SPORT AND RECREATION

Square-rigged Sailing Ship: Petition

MR MacKINNON (Murdoch-Deputy
Leader of the Opposition) [2. 16 p.m.]: I present
a petition in the following terms-

We, the undersigned pray that the
Premier, the Hon. Brian Burke and the
Education Minister the Hon. Robert
Pearce, in a time of economic restraint and
cut backs on essential services, not waste
up to half a million dollars of taxpayers'
funds on a square rigged sailing ship that
will duplicate existing private charter
yacht facilities.

Further, that the State Government
undertake an accounting study to find out
the total cost of construction, operating
costs, viability and maintenance expenses
before committing taxpayers to an open-
ended cheque supporting this project.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray
that you will give this matter earniest con-
sideration and your petitioners, as in duty
bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 20 signatures and I certify
that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 3.)

ACTS AMENDMENT AND REPEAL
(TRANSPORT CO-ORDINATION) DILL

Second Reading

MR GRILL (Esperance-Dundas-Minister
Car Transport) [2.22 p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

This Bill amends the Transport Act 1966 and
certain other Acts, and repeals the State
Transport Co-ordination Act 1981. Its effect is
to amalgamate the office of the Coordinator
General of Transport and the Transport Com-
mission to form a new department. This will
allow the Provision of all policy and ministerial

administrative functions in the State's
Transport portfolio to be continued within a
single body.

Until the mid-1960s, Western Australia's
Transport portfolio functioned without any
central policy assistance for its Minister. The
Minister, with a handful of personal staff,
presided over a small number of Government
transport agencies. Each was responsible for
the conduct of its own segment of public sector
transport activities.

In June 1966, the then Commissioner of
Railways (Mr Cyril Wayne) presented to the
Government his "overall review of transport in
Western Australia". Wayne pointed out the
need to ensure that Western Australia's
transport policy, covering both public and pri-
vate operations, should be focused in a deliber-
ate and coordinated manner, HeI gave voice to
a growing concern that there existed insuf-
ficient machinery to ensure that comprehen-
sive transport policy was developed and
implemented.

He suggested that a Western Australian
transport authority, as he called it, should be
set up, with a director general of transport as its
permanent head. Wayne envisaged widespread
new powers for his new authority, including the
active implementation of "policy control" over
both private road transport and air operations,
as well as the four Government transport
agencies at that time-Railways, MTT, the
Coastal Shipping Commission, and the
Transport Commission.

Although Wayne's recommendations
resulted in the establishment of the new
position of Director General of Transport
under the Slate Transport Co-ordination Act of
1966, no authority was set up. Staff support for
the director general was set at minimal levels,
and the director general's powers were limited
primarily to those of advising the Minister.

This situation, and its founding legislation,
prevailed until 1981. In that year, the State
Transport Co-ordination Act 1981 was brought
in. This broadened the advisory functions of
the permanent head, and retitled him the Co-
ordinator General of Transport.

However, the co-ordinator general, like the
director general he succeeded, has no formal
power to implement or administer policy. The
co-ordinator concentrates on planning and pol-
icy development at an intermodal or strategic
level. Much of the Minister's policy and plan-
ning advice for each individual agency in the
portfolio is taken directly from that agency.
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The Minister is accessible to his 13 agency
heads, each of whom enjoys a direct line of
accountability.

These agencies are-
Westrail
Metropolitan (Perth) Passenger Transport

Trust
Main Roads Department
Coordinator General of Transport
Transport Commission
Marine and Harbours Department
Sliateships
Port Authorities-

Fremantle
Albany
Bunbury
Esperance
Geraldton
Port Fledland.

This makes the Western Australian portfolio
the most decentralised of State and Federal
Transport portfolios. In other places a Minis-
try, department of transport, or its equivalent,
is the norm. In practice, the Western Australian
system is widely regarded as having worked
well. Most Western Australian transport
agencies compare favourably with their
counterparts elsewhere in Australia. This is
partly due to the quality of top individuals, but
also to the clearly defined responsibility of
those agencies.

Since the election of the Burke Government,
transport agencies have worked solidly in
support of a wide range of initiatives through-
out the portfolio. Let me mention some of
them-

Enlargement of the Taxi Control Board
to give greater say in the taxi industry in
the regulation of its own affairs;
the rewriting of the Eastern Goldfields
Transport Board Act;
the enlargement of the Metropolitan
Transport Trust Board from four to seven
members, including representatives of
users' and employees' interests;
plans for the commercialisation of
Westrail;
amalgamation of the Marine and Harbours
Department with the Harbours and Rivens
Branch of the Public Works Department;
a review of port administration in the
State by the Co-ordinator General of
Transport, together with the successive de-
velopment of a strategy plan for each port;
and

the creation of a Western Australian Mai-
time Council to coordinate the advice to
the Minister from the marine sector of his
portfolio.

Despite the beneficial effect of these initiatives,
I believe there are sound reasons that the highly
decentralised approach to transport
administration in this State is not as appropri-
ate as it was, and we should now be adopting a
tighter, more coordinated approach to the or-
ganisation of the portfolio.

In saying that, I am very conscious that
transport is becoming more complex and will
continue to be so. Much of the future welfare of
our State will be determined by how well we
can predict and solve transport problems. The
so-called "energy crisis", the road toll, pol-
lution and environmental concerns, conges-
tion, the avoidance of massive transport defi-
cits, the structure of our metropolitan area, the
future of the central business district, the suc-
cessful competition of our mineral, agricul-
tural, and other products in export markets,
and many other issues are largely dependent
upon our success.

Likewise, the management of transport is be-
coming more complex. Emphasis is
increasingly placed on maintaining sound
financial performance. Good industrial re-
lations are of paramount importance. Social
responsibilities are a growing focus of public
attention. A revolution has occurred in statisti-
cal and information sciences. The body of tech-
nical and policy transport research is rapidly
expanding.

Faced with all these sorts of press-
ures-pressures which will only in-
crease-highly decentralised portfolio control
runs the risk of resulting in duplication; it can
become increasingly mistake-prone, and it
threatens to become uncoordinated.

This situation places increasing demands for
day-to-day management on the Minister and
his office at the very time when the need for
ministerial attention to strategic and policy
matters is most pressing. A support structure to
the Minister is required in order that many of
the day-to-day pressures can be removed from
him and his personal staff. The Minister will
then have greater control over the portfolio by
having more time to consult personal staff and
agency heads and to consider strategic policy
options. This can be achieved without
detracting from the ongoing responsibility of
the individual transport agencies to plan and
work for greater efficiency.
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In the proposed Department of Transport, I
see the creation of that support structure.

Let me make it perfectly clear at the outset
that I have set myself the objective Of Creating a
department which will be highly efficient and
will resist any temptation to grow into an over-
blown and slow-moving piece of bureaucracy.
One key to this, I am convinced, is to maintain
direct access between the Minister and the
heads of the various transport agencies-the
Metropolitan Transport Trust, Westrail,
Stateships, the Main Roads Department, the
Marine and H-arbours Department and the
ports. There is certainly no intention that the
new Department of Transport will become a
supreme authority through which the other
transport agencies must report. In all cases,
agencies will continues to be responsible di-
rectly to the Minister.

On the other hand, it should be clear to any-
one with a passing knowledge of transport de-
velopment in this Stale that there are potential
grave inefficiencies it' we attempt to maintain
the Transport Commission, including its policy
research and advice functions, in Nedlands,
while maintaining a completely separate
body-the Office of the Coordinator General
of Transport-with other research and advice
functions, in St. George's Terrace.

The Coordinator General of Transport, with
a staff of 13, carries primary responsibility for
policy research and planning, as well as
overseeing and coordinating the portfolio's
capital programme, operating budgets and
pricing. The Transport Commission, with a
staff of 90, primarily administers regulatory,
licensing and subsidy policies, with a policy
evaluation and development role and industry
support functions.

The roles of the two offices have grown
increasingly close to each other and it is now
possible, without increasing staff numbers, to
formally integrate their functions and skills
and, as a result, provide better support for the
Minister in the administration and operation
of the portfolio. The uncommonly high level of
goodwill between the two offices is valuable.
Senior officers in the respective bodies support
amalgamation and have undertaken to work
enthusiastically to implement the amalga-
mation. Heads of other transport agencies have
likewise offered their support to the concept.

The department will be headed by a Director
General of Transport and a Deputy General of
Transport, which positions in the first instance
will be occupied by the present Coordinator

General of Transport, Dr J. H-. E. Taplin, and
the present Commissioner of Transport, Mr R.
J1. Ellis, respectively.

The department will have a policy side and
an administrative side. In essence, the former
will address the strategic issues, while the latter
will concern itself with the tactical issues. Both
functions are vital to effective overall perform-
ance. The Minister's office will comprise his
personal advisers and private secretarial staff
who will remain under his direct control.

It will be the director general's responsibility
to manage major transport issues, develop pol-
icy initiatives, put into effect Government pol-
icy and assist in evaluating agency perform-
ance. To support this function, he will have a
watching brief on all transport activities and
provide an information-gathering service for
the Minister. His department will prepare
Budget papers and Cabinet minutes, and evalu-
ate all proposals formally requiring the Minis-
ter's approval. It will perform many of the de-
partmental functions currently performed
within the Minister's office.

Additionally, through the administrative
functions of licensing, field activity and the co-
ordination and Organisation of transport ser-
vices, the department will provide a direct link
to the non-Government sector of transport in
terms of both policy implementation and
feedback on issues and developments.

Emphasis will be put on the department
maintaining close and ongoing contact with all
sectors of the transport industry in order to
provide scope for feedback of user views and
identification of problem areas. This will en-
sure that the administration remains aware of
and sensitive to user, general public, industrial
and interest group viewpoints.

Through its closer co-ordination of policy de-
velopment and administration, consolidated
analytical resources and emphasis on agency
performance, the department will provide an
essential ongoing support service to the Minis-
ter which has, to date, necessarily been some-
what limited. By removing many of the day-to-
day pressures from the Minister and his per-
sonal staff, the Minister will have greater con-
trol over the portfolio by having more time
both to consult personal staff and agency heads
and to consider strategic and policy options.
The development, evaluation and monitoring
of policy will be thereby greatly enhanced.

The department will provide advice from a
portfolio-wide perspective rather than from a
more narrowly-based agency or interest group
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viewpoint. At the same time, the Minister will
continue to have available to him the advice of
personal staff and agency heads;, he will not be
"locked-in" to one particular source of advice.

In the Committee stage of the Bill, 1 will have
the opportunity to explain further any individ-
ual points which members may wish to raise.
For the moment though, I reiterate that I see
the proposal before us as the most significant
development in transport in this State for a
long time, and one which I am confident will
help maintain Western Australian transport
administration in a position which is the envy
of other Systems.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr

MacKinnon (Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition).

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: FIFTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed from 22 August.
MR TAYLOR (Kalgoorlie) [2.36 p.m.]: I

begin my Address-i n- Reply speech by congratu-
lating, first of all, the Governor, and, secondly,
the Government for the content of the
Governor's Speech. I take issue with the Press
release put out by the Leader of the Opposition
following the opening of Parliament in which
he said the Governor must have been embar-
rassed by the content of the Speech because the
Government had insisted on putting certain
things into the Speech which the Governor may
have found embarrassing. You, Mr Speaker,
and the Leader of the Opposition know that I
worked in the Department of the Treasury in
the days when the Leader of the Opposition
was a Minister in the Court Government. For
many days I worked with other Treasury
officers in putting together economic infor-
mation and other information which was to the
Court Government's liking for inclusion in the
Governor's Speech. It is not at all uncommon
for the Governor to say those things in his
Speech. I feel it was uncalled for for the Leader
of the Opposition to make that sont of
statement about what was quite an ordinary
Speech by the Governor at the opening of Par-
liament.

I turn now to other matters which I think are
of great importance to this Parliament and to
this State. Those matters include the economy
and industrial relations. I wish first to speak on
the economy in general terms and turn later 10
the issue of industrial relations and particularly
the attitude of the Opposition to industrial re-

lations. I wish to give one or two examples of
where that attitude has had a great negative
affect on this State and on Australia as a whole.

The Leader of the Opposition does not like
anyone disagreeing with him about the econ-
omy or industrial relations. He seeks to make
the most of the divisions in our community
and because of that he is doing a great disserv-
ice to our community and to the people of
Western Australia and Australia.

Only last week at the start of Parliament we
heard Opposition member after Opposition
member say how badly Australia was doing,
how badly Western Australia was doing. and
that we were heading down the tube as far as
the economy is concerned. Not only are those
statements untrue, as I will demonstrate, but
also I believe it is a definite policy of this Op-
position to try to convince the people that
Australia and Western Australia in particular
are not doing well. It does that because it
realises that the economy is going well and,
because of that, the Opposition is staring defeat
in the face at the next State election. It is in its
interest to create divisions in our community
and to try to convince the people that
Australia's economy is not doing well and that
the Opposition can do a little better. It cer-
tainly can do no better than the job presently
being done by this Government and the H-awke
Government in relation to the economy or in
relation to industrial relations.

I refer to members of the Opposition as the
economic Luddites of the twentieth century.
As Luddites they are seeking, in a selfish way,
to wreck our economic:, development, and the
future of Australia for a self-seeking purpose;
that is, to try to win the 1986 election. It will
not work because the people will find out and
will know the truth, which is more than easy to
prove as I willt show in my speech.

I believe the Opposition works on the basis
that it can tell the electors that the Government
is not doing well. The fact is that the newspaper
headlines show time and lime again that the
Labor Governments, both State and federally,
are doing very well.

Rather than do what Opposition members
do-that is, to read directly from newspapers
during their speeches-what I intend to do is to
refer to some of the headlines we have read in
the papers over the past month or so which
indicate how well the Western Australian and
Australian Governments have done. The West
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Australian of 17 July carried an article headed,
"Western Australia up with the Leaders" and
read as follows-

West Australian shopkeepers are among
the leaders in Australia's retail recovery.

The article pointed out how well Western
Australia was doing in the area of retail spend-
ing. It is an important issue because it demon-
strates that people have faith and confidence in
the future of the State and for that reason they
are spending their money. It certainly was not
the case when the Fraser Government was in
power in Canberra and the Court and
O'Connor Governments were in power in this
State.

Mr Tonkin: They are knockers.

Mr TAYLOR: The Leader of the House is
right; in fact members of the Opposition are
not only knockers but also whingers and econ-
omic Luddites seeking to oppose what is right
for the country. They should learn a lesson
from the Government and adopt a more
positive attitude to what is happening in regard
to the economy.

Another article to which I refer was
published in The A ustralian dated 24 July and
carried the headline, "Australia heads growth
study with I 4pc rise forecast." The article was
the result of a survey conducted by the
Columbia University Centre for International
Business Cycle Research, and referred to the
barometers of future activity in Australia. It is
good news because it says that in comparison
with other nations Australia is doing well-in
fact, the best out of the eight nations included
in the study.

The Auralian dated 30 July included an
article which referred to a report from an inde-
pendent group about an economic survey
undertaken by Westpac and the University of
Melbourne. The article reads as follows-

Australia's economy is set to grow
strongly later this year with continued
growth likely into 1986, according to a
joint economic survey by Westpac and the
University of Melbourne.

The survey reported on the "leading"
economic index which measures economic
statistics like ncw orders which reflect fu-
ture production levels.

The survey involved several nations and once
again Australia stood head and shoulders above
the other nations.

Even my favourite newspaper, The West
Australian on 9 August carried the headline
"Good news on Aust. economy lifts hopes",
and the article reads as follows-

Canberra: A surge in Australia's econ-
omic performance has cut unemployment
to its lowest level in almost three years and
produced a cautiously optimistic outlook
for the economy in 1985-86.

All these headlines really show the opposite to
the tripe that members heard in this House last
week from Opposition members who took part
in this debate. They tried to talk down
Australia and this State and it is about time
they woke up to themselves and realised that
what the people of this nation and this State are
looking for are leaders who have a positive out-
look for the future and who will make sure that
it will happen.

The final article to which I refer appeared in
The West Australian on 12 August under the
headline, "Rosy picture for Australia", and
read as follows-

Canberra: Australia's gross national
product is expected to grow by 4.5 per cent
in the next year and unemployment is
expected to keep dropping for the third
successive year.

Rather than refer to other headlines it is appro-
priate that I relate to members of the Oppo-
sition some of the comments from independent
bodies-certainly bodies to which they would
relate such as the Confederation of Western
Australian Industry. The WCA Economic Review
dated June 1985 included an article from the
Confederation of Western Australian Industry
which read as follows-

A high proportion of the current stimu-
lus to growth now appears to be coming
from the private sector. Recent months
have seen a strengthening of consumer
spending and a substantial increase in the
capital expenditure plans of the corporate
sector.

The article continued-

These and other statistics appear to indi-
cate the medium-term economic strategy
adopted by the Hawke Government during
the recession of 1982-83; i.e., stimulate
domestic recovery through increased pub-
lic sector spending with a view to the mo-
mentum of the recovery being maintained
by ensuring private sector revival.
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That is what is happening and that is what the
Burke Labor Government has been part of. It
has worked hand-in-hand with the Hawke
Government towards the economic recovery of
ibis country. This Government in its early days
recognised that it was necessary to get Australia
onto a sound economic footing, and joined
with the Federal Government to that end.

I refer to the area of housing: In my opinion
the current Minister is the best Minister for
Mousing that this State has seen. This Govern-
ment will achieve its objective of building
5 000 housing units in its first three years in
office.

This Government and the Federal Govern-
ment have been successful in promoting econ-omic recovery, and statistics show that the re-
covery in the private sector is welt in hand.

As members would be aware there are several
ex-teachers on the Government side of this
House and they have indicated to me that when
engaging remedial education it is quite often
helpful to be able to refer to graphs. Obviously,
ihe Opposition needs remedial work in regard
to the economy and for that reason I have with
me graphs and figures which will show what is
happening to the Australian economy.

The first graph which members of the Oppo-
sition might look at, if they dare, gives an indi-
cation of the rate of inflation in Australia from
1970-71 to 1984-85. In percentage terms the
rate of inflation peaked in 1974-75 and it
peaked again in 1992-83 when the Fraser
Government and the O'Connor Government
were in office. Since the Labor Governments
have come into power in various States and the
Commonwealth the rate of inflation and per-
centage change measured by the CPI and the
gross national product price deflator have
dropped dramatically. Members opposite are
obviously not interested in looking at the graph
because they are afraid of not only hearing the
truth, but also seeing the truth.

Inflation dropped rapidly at the beginning of
1985 and even though there has been a small
rise in inflation because of the impact of the
devaluation of the Australian dollar I have no
doubt that the current rates of inflation can be
maintained in the future.

Mr Trethowan: The Budget estimates indi-
cate that the rate of inflation is significantly
higher than other countries including Japan.

Mr TAYLOR: It indicates that the rate of
inflation has been slightly higher than the pre-
vious years in which the Labor Government
has been in power. The reason for that is the

action taken to strengthen the Australian dol-
lar. Of course, that probably will have an in-
flationary impact, but positive benefits will
flow on to the economy from ihe strengthening
of the Australian dollar.

Another important matter to this State which
relates to increased prices is building costs.
This matter is certainly close to my heart be-
cause of the need for new housing in my elec-
torate. In Tune 1985 the Master Builders As-
sociation, an independent body, stated that the
average per square metre cost of building a
home in Perth is about $225. Perth has the
lowest building cost of all the capital cities of
Australia; in fact, the cost is less than one-third
of the building costs in Hobart, Adelaide,
Sydney, Darwin and Melbourne.

That is indicative of how well our local econ-
omy is going as far as the building industry is
concerned and the success we have had from
the industrial relations point of view in the
building industry in reducing wages and costs.

1 now turn to growth rates in Australia show-
ing real gross non-farm product. We saw in
1984-85 a five per cent real growth in gross
non-farm product in Australia. That is the
highest real growth rate since 1972-73, and it is
expected to continue into this financial year. It
is a %/ery imnrt,-' nsnt of what is happening in
this eLw..,..Ay ahtz iJUW well we are doing it.

I have some other small graphs that the Op-
position members-especially some of the
older members-wilL not be able to see which
show the building permits and approvals in
Western Australia and how dramatically they
have increased over the last two or three years.
External trade in Western Australia has grown
in leaps and bounds from 1976-77. One of the
key indicators is the housing industry where
the lending of finance from building societies
and savings banks has also increased dramati-
cally.

Mr Trethowan: What is the interest rate?
Mr TAYLOR: Interest rates are fairly steady

at the moment.
Mr Court: They are five per cent higher than

they were last year.
Mr TAYLOR: One matter that I have no

doubt will interest the member for
Nedlands-who is a part-time politician and a
part-time businessman-is the business profit
share and the extent of profit that is going to
business in Australia. Quite clearly, since both
Labor Governments came into power in this
State and nationally, the share of profits going
to business has improved dramatically from
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the level in March 1982 of 12.6 per cent to the
level in March 1985 of 15.7 per cent, and they
are continuing to improve on the latest budget
figures.

Surveys of business opinions also show, with
respect to trading conditions in Western
Australia, that most business people believe
that Western Australia is doing very well in this
area.

Another matter that interests me is the Op-
position's attitude to industrial relations. It is
an attitude this is reflected by the attempts of
the Leader of the Opposition and some of his
cronies-in particular the shadow Minister for
Industrial Relations, Mr Masters-to divide,
conquer, and kick the working people of our
community in making sure that employers can
never discuss matters with workers and unions
in a sensible and rational way.

An Opposition member: What about
Borthwicks?

Mr TAYLOR: Who will stand up and say
that is a good thing?!I think the Premier of New
South Wales, Neville Wran, was spot on in
what he had to say. We will not see that happen
in Western Australia. Industrial disputes, in
terms of working days lost, have dropped dra-
matically in Australia since the Labor Govern-
ment came to power. One only has to view the
statistics to see that they have dropped by
about a million man days lost in November
1981 to just over 1 00 000 towards the end of
1985.

Mr Hassell: Who prepared those for you?
Mr TAYLOR: I am quite capable of

preparing figures myself I am trying desper-
ately to give the Opposition an economics
lesson.

The fact is that industrial disputes in West-
ern Australia have dropped dramatically since
the Burke Government came to office, and no-
one can dispute that fact. The reason for that is
that the Government has been prepared to see
that the employers, the unions, and the work-
ing people of this State sit down and talk
together to try to resolve their problems. I have
seen it happen time and again in my own elec-
torate of Kalgoorlie where the goldmining in-
dustry is famous for the example it has set in
industrial relations and how they are handled
by people who have mutual respect for each
other.

The Opposition set out to try to divide our
community and to try wherever it might to
create industrial sabotage and as much strife as
possible in every dispute. No matter what the

dispute, the Opposition raises its ugly head by
intervening and making life more difficult for
those concerned and for its own base political
advantage. It believes, quite wrongly, that the
more industrial disputation it can create in this
State the better. It hates to see the statistics
which show the level of industrial disputation
in this State and Australia going down day after
day because it likes to see people at each others,
throats. No better example of that exists than
where the Opposition became involved at
Borthwicks in Albany. This is a classic example
of industrial sabotage. The Opposition, led by
the Leader of the Opposition and the shadow
Minister for Industrial Relations, deliberately
set out to try to sabotage Bonthwicks. They
deliberately conspired to make sure that as
much trouble was created as possible. I feel
sorry for people-such as the member for Albany
who are always genuine in these matters; but I
have nothing but contempt for the role played
by the Opposition in trying to buffer up indus-
trial disputation at Borthwicks, The Govern-
ment's intention was to try to bring the parties
together to settle the issue between the union
and Borthwicks. Time after time the Minister
for Industrial Relations and other Ministers
within the Government have tried to get the
management and union to sit down and resolve
that dispute, but to no particular end because it
was not going to happen. I believe that
Borthwicks had been conned into following the
path set down by the Opposition, and I have
proof that Borthwicks were so conned.

Mr Court: Give us the proof then.
Mr TAYLOR: I will give the member for

Nedlands proof. Borthwicks were involved in a
conspiracy with the Opposition-not at
Borthwicks' bidding but at the Opposition's
bidding-and I have here a telex which reveals
a mistake made by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition's office that shows it in its true light. The
telex is marked for the eyes of Brian Milton
only. Milton is the senior manager at
Borthwicks and it was sent to him on 22 May
by the Minister for Industrial Relations, Peter
Dowding, That telex reads-

The West Australian Government re-
grets the decision by your company to per-
manently close down its meatworks oper-
ations at Albany.

We understand the commercial reasons
for the decision, noting your comments
that industrial relations problems
contributed to this decision, however we
still believe there is an avenue for resolving
the matter.
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We earnestly ask you to reconsider the
option of an independent mediator to seek
to resolve differences as they arise between
Borthwicks and union members to ensure
the continuation of operation in
Albany.. ..

That telex was sent to Brian Milton, and was
for his eyes only. The only reason I read it out
now, despite its being a confidential document,
was that the Opposition already had a copy. It
was sent by Borthwicks for the attention of Mr
B. MacKinnon, who was then Acting Leader of
the Opposition. The officle of the Leader of
the Opposition made the mistake of sending
out copies of this telex and other associated
matters to members in country areas. Some-
body in that office was silly enough to think
that because the member for South-East Prov-
ince, Mr Mark Nevill, happened to live in
Esperance, he was a Liberal Party member. As
a result, he rceived a document from the office
of the Leader of the Opposition. It had been
stamped at Parliament House and contained a
copy of ihe telex which had been addressed to
Mr B. MacKinnon, Acting Leader of the Oppo-
sition. However, it had, in fact, been sent to
Borthwicks for the attention of Brian Milton's
eyes only. Thus information was being passed
on a regular basis to the Opposition.

Mr Bryce: As a political stunt.
Mr TAYLOR: It was a political stunt on the

part of the Opposition.
Mr Court: Attack Borthwicks a bit more; go

on!
Mr TAYLOR: I am not attacking

Borthwicks. I am attacking the way this Oppo-
sition has involved Borthwicks. in its dirty deal-
ing. It has actually set up Borihwicks by trying
to involve it in the creation of an industrial
dispute and then in the exacerbation of that
industrial dispute for its own purposes. The
fact that the Opposition conspired with
Bor-thwicks to the extent that it had that telex
sent to the then Acting Leader of the Oppo-
sition is indicative of the stance that this Oppo-
sition takes on industrial relations matters. The
taking of such a stance for political advantage
is detrimental to the people of this State. In this
case, the Opposition is being shown up as try-
ing to take advantage of the situation.

The Government is still trying to do its best
to resolve the issue at Borthwicks. It is leaving
no stone unturned in Finding a buyer for
Borthwicks. It is assisting Bonthwicks in every
reasonable commercial manner to resolve the
situation. The Government at any time stands

ready to bring together the partics and to try to
resolve these issues. it stands ready to help
resolve the situation and to do whatever it can
from a commercial point of view to help
Borthwicks get on the track again. We are not
prepared to stand back and see 400 people left
out of work because Borthwicks made the mis-
take of taking the Opposition into its confi-
dence.

This Opposition must learn that the people
of this State have had enough of its way of
thinking. They have had enough of its tactics.
Come I1986, the people of this State will prove
once again that they are awake up to the
hardline attitudes of the Leader of the Oppo-
silion and his cronies. Those attitudes will not
take this State into the I1990s.

DR DADOUR (Subiaco) (30 p.m.]: I first
says a few words about tourism. Early
this year I had six weeks holiday overseas. I
visited a number of countries, including
Singapore. The growth of the housing industry
in Singapore is quite fantastic. I imagine that
the amount of building going on in Singapore
exceeds that going on in all of Australia at
present.

I then went to England, Scotland, Belgium,
Holland, West Germany, Austria, Switzerland,
Italy, France and Hong Kong. That trip totally
reinforced my opinion that Australia is the
greatest country in the world. I was so pleased
and relieved to get back home. After 17 years
of remaining in Australia I had forgotten how
carefully one has to watch one's passport and
valuables overseas. Keeping a constant eye on
these things becomes quite a burden after a
while. The poor old tourists are subjected to
great pressures. So many people are trying to
get the tourist dollar by fair means or
foul-more commonly foul.

On a tour of the Continent we were taken to
factories to see various items such as leather
goods, perfume, glassware and the like being
made. We were advised by the tour guide to
buy from these outlets as they sold the genuine
article at prices cheaper than elsewhere. To our
horror we found that the prices at these outlets
were 30 per cent higher than anywhere else.
The tour guide got 10 per cent; the coach driver
got 10 per cent; and the travel company got 10
per cent of the take. Everybody seemed to be
on the make; everybody was on the take and
everybody seemed to get a piece or the action.
It does not end there. The tourist must also
contend with thieves, spivs and the like. A
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money belt is a must when anyone goes over-
seas, as the honourable member for Balcatta
informed me before 1 went.

It was almost impossible on the Continent to
exchange or use Australian dollars, travellers'
cheques and money. Those on the tour who
had only Australian currency had to borrow
from the rest of us until we got back to the
United Kingdom. Continental people just did
not want anything to do with Australian cur-
rency.

in Hong Kong I had a haircut at the hotel
salon. There were three different people
involved-one to wash, one to cut and one to
rewash my hair. Each one asked me two ques-
tions. There was no other conversation. The
first question was, "Are you a tourist?" It was
quite obvious that I was. The second question
was, " Are you travelling with your wife?" I
wonder what they were getting at. Is it 'any
wonder that tourism is a dirty word and de-
serves the emblem of the Jolly Roger.

I purchased a video recorder in Hong Kong
and when I got back to Australia I rang a very
reputable firm in Perth to arrange for it to be
fitted to the television. 1 was told that it was the
wrong set and would not work. I was advised to
flog it in the "Readers Mant". The person who
advised me said that he knew of a person who
would buy it and that I would not lose any
money on the deal. Notwithstanding that ad-
vice, I rang another reputable firm which sent
someone out. He installed the video recorder in
10 minutes. Thus even here people are on the
make. There were thieves in the Sistine
Chapel-the holiest of holy places for Cath-
olics-in Westminister Abbey and in Notre
Dame Cathedral. I feel sorry for tourists.

Australia is a wonderful country, the best in
the world, but we, the legislators, are progress-
ively ruining it. We are following the United
Kingdom down the black hole. I refer first to
the high level of unemployment in our young,
prosperous, and rich country. It is easier to
receive unemployment benefits than to find
employment. Unemployment is especially soul-
destroying for the young. Successive Govern-
ments have failed us in not coming to grips
with the situation.

A second area of concern is big government.
Much of the legislation we pass further erodes
our freedom. Nikolai Lenin once said-

Liberty is precious-so precious it
should be rationed.

We are certainly rationing it.

A third area of concern is industrial re-
lations. We have permitted the unions to be-
come too strong. The Government is often in-
effectual. Some of the unions are arrogant,
militant and unfair to the nth degree. I believe
in unionism and unionists when they do the job
of looking after employees. They do a wonder-
ful job in that area, especially by being
involved with workers' compensation or inter-
ceding when an employer has been unfair.
However, they are going far beyond those func-
tions. I blame neither the Government nor the
Opposition; both sides are at fault. We are all
responsible. Successive Governments have not
come to grips with the union movement. We
have taken the easy way out by doing sweet-
heart deals with the unions and by permitting
sweetheart deals between unions and certain
employers. Thus we procrastinate.

We have permitted the unions to becomne
stronger than ever. We have laws for arbi-
tration and conciliation and we now have con-
sensus, which is working better Flowever, I
must stress that with consensus, as with arbi-
tration and conciliation, the final decisions
must be made by the Government and the
agreements must be obeyed by both sides. The
unions must not be permitted to thumb their
noses if the decision does not suit them. No
matter which political party is in power the
outcome is the same-the unions seem to win
all the time.

Demarcation disputes are the most horrible
things I have ever seen or wish to see. Why
should the public be held to ransom by the
unions over such matters? I propose that any
strikes arising from demarcation disputes, as a
result of which the public suffer, should be
treated most severely with immediate
deregistration of the union concerned. The
only way out is to impose severe penalties.

At this point I must say that in Western
Australia the difference between a Liberal or
Labor Government is very subtle. For example,
in the case of 1. J. O'Connor the Labor Govern-
ment did not proceed with charges against him
because it feared industrial anarchy and for
other reasons. If the Liberal Party had been in
power it would have charged him but ensured
that he was acquitted. The difference is subtle;
on the one hand the Labor Party is open and on
the other hand the Liberal Party is secretive. I
definitely prefer the open method.

We are following events in the United King-
dom; we can see their mistakes but we do not
take note and change course. We persist in
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making the same mistakes and will follow them
dawn the black hole. We seem to be hell-bent
on destroying ourselves.

My last point, and I may be branded a social-
ist for this, refers to the quick rich. No-one can
become a millionaire or become rich in a short
time if he pays his taxes. We, the honest
people, have to pay the taxes being avoided by
such people. This has been allowed to continue
and not enough is being done in this area.

The party system sometimes makes me shake
with horror. Oliver Cromwell once said, "A few
honest men are better than numbers." I think
that saying is applicable no matter where one
is.

I ask myself how this situation will be rem-
edied; that is, the establishment of a Govern-
ment which is actually in charge of government
and where laws are made and must be abided
by. It is obvious that penal clauses in arbi-
tration cannot be directed against only one
party; punitive measures must be applicable to
both employee and employer. In my opinion
the measures should be more severe on the
employer who is in a position of trust and
should know better how to behave. The em-
ployer takes the initiative in an enterprise and
takes the risks of a venture, and as such he is
entitled to greater remuneration than the em-
ployee who takes no risks. Taxation should be
geared so that the employer receives more than
the employee, otherwise no-one would be
willing to take initiatives, production would
fall, and unemployment would rise.

With regard to advances in technology, we
must always use technology to the best advan-
tage, but we must never let technology rule us.

The Opposition is adopting a policy of
privatisation; that is, it Proposes to sell or get
rid of certain Government departments or
instrumentalities. One department in particu-
lair has been earmarked by the Opposition-the
Hospital Laundry and Linen Service. This is
one of my pets that really tickles my fancy. I
will give members some background of that
department.

In 1971 when I first entered Parliament the
Liberals had lost Government and Labor took
office under a very good Premier, John Tonkin.
The present Minister for the Arts, the member
for Victoria Park, became the Minister for
Health. When he went to the office of the Min-
ister for Health he found a proposal on his desk
which had been conveniently left by the pre-
vious Minister, Hon. Graham MacKinnon.
The proposal was to create a Government hos-

pital laundry and linen service to be funded by
loan funds from the large teaching hospitals
and the Home of Peace over three years. The
contribution was to be $300000 each a year
and that amount was increased to $400 000 a
year later because loan funding was increased
to local authorities and hospitals. Each con-
tributor gave approximately S I million to es-
tablish this monster, as I call it. When the Lib-
eral Party was in Opposition it decided to bit-
terly oppose the creation of this monster, which
it did in this House. I remember one of the
reasons I gave for my opposition was that it
would create a monopoly and by strike action
could bring the hospitals to a standstill. The
Bill passed through this House by weigh; of
numbers of the Government. it went to the
other place where it was expected to be de-
feated because the Opposition had a majority
there as it has always had. However, by wheel-
ing and dealing on the part of the Leader of the
Opposition in that place, Hon. Graham
MacKinnon, the Bill was passed. It should be
remembered that it was his brainchild.

As predicted, within a short time in 1976 a
strike took place at the Hospital Laundry and
Linen Service. I think it was caused by a de-
marcation dispute, which made it even worse.
The strike was successful in bringing teaching
and major hospitals to a standstill. That was
repeated a few years later when another strike
took place.

I raised the question of the Hospital Laundry
and Linen service in the party room in 1977,
1978, 1979, 1980, 1981, 1982 and 1983. It was
unanimously agreed by those who were eligible
to vote in the party room-members of the
Cabinet do not vote on such matters in the
party room and therefore it involved
backbenchers-that we would get rid of the
monster by either closing it down or selling it
because of the strike actions which had brought
hospital and emergency services to a standstill.

At that time I did some ferreting around and
went to private laundries such as the Monash
Laundry, the Home of the Good Shepherd and
the Fremantle Steam Laundry Co Pty Ltd for
information on prices. Those companies were
quoting something like 48c to launder a dry
kilo of washing and the Hospital Laundry and
Linen Service was charging 83c to launder a
dry kilo of washing, yet it was running at a loss
of $1 million a year. During the second strike
linen to the value of $1 million was lost be-
cause it became affected by mildew. It is rather
difficult for me not to swear at this juncture
because nothing was done.

376



[Tuesday, 27 August 19851 7

We now find that the Opposition has
declared its policy on this matter. What a pack
of hypocrites! It is disgraceful for the Oppo-
sition to say that it will sell the service now. I
fought this battle with successive Ministers of
Health; Norm Baxter, Alan Ridge, and Ray
Young, who all procrastinated and did nothing.

After nine years of doing nothing to this
monster, it is astonishing that the Opposition
should come forward with this policy to get rid
of it. How can I have any respect for the
present Leader of the Opposition and his policy
makers? That is one of the reasons why ii lost
government.

I am certain the quotation by E. E.
Cummings is apt-

A politician is an arse upon which every-
one has sat except a man.

Those words are well-suited to the present
Leader of the Opposition.

A further point of contention is this
privatisation plan for certain Government de-
partments. For years I have been proposing
their rationalisation. Let us consider the State
Engineering Works which we are told is up for
sale. A great amount of duplication of facilities
has occurred, and was probably encouraged, in
the past.

The Royal Perth Hospital and other large
hospitals carry out work which should be done
by the State Engineering Works, work for
which the SEW has the facilities and the know-
how. One example is informationpni the tensile
strength of splints and so on.

We should be rationalising all Government
departments so that there is little or no dupli-
cation. Much money would be saved in this
way. Once that is done, then we can look to see
whether privatisation should occur. But we
should not blithely privatise this, that, and the
other, without first doing the homework and
finding where the duplication is so that it may
be got rid of as quickly and as neatly as poss-
ible.

However, I must say that the Hospital Laun-
dry and Linen Service does not deserve to Sur-
vive; it occupies a special place-it should be-
come extinct.

MR WATT (Albany) [3.22 p.m.]: I welcome
the opportunity of the Address-In- Reply debate
to canvass some of the issues of concern in my
electorate and in the State as a whole. In mov-
ing the motion for the adoption of the Address-
In-Reply, the member for Bunbury commented
in fairly glowing terms about the achievements

of the Government in the areas of decentralis-
ation policies. Those advantages that he sees
are distinctly lacking in Albany. Indeed, if he
were to make his speech in Albany saying what
he did on the opening day of Parliament I am
sure he would not be regarded as being at all
convincing.

When it was elected, this Government gave a
commitment to a policy which it called
"Bunbury 2000". That was said to be a com-
mitment to decentralisation. I suppose so far as
Bunbury is concerned that was completely true.
By the Government's own admissions that pol-
icy was basically a collection of Liberal policies
and initiatives parcelled together and labelled
"Bunbury 2000" and called a Labor Party pol-
icy. It was supposed to be a panacea for re-
gional development and decentralisation, but
the Labor Party should have been prosecuted
for deceptive packaging and false advertising.
It made a commitment that this time it would
be Bunbury, next time it would be somewhere
else. Everybody knew that somewhere else was
to be Albany. The ALP won the electors of the
seat of Bunbury by its carrot-dangling policy,
and now it has its sights on Albany.

The member for Rockingham can laugh, but
that is a fact. It will be interesting to see what
happens after the next election.

Mr Barnett: You should be grateful for what
we are offering Albany.

Mr WATT: The member for Rockingham
might be wise not to comment about things he
does not understand, because if he could ident-
ify what is being offered to Albany, he would be
better than most people.

Mr Barnett: Don't you want these benefits?

Mr WATT: Absolutely nothing has been
done for Albany. In the time this Government
has been in office, things have become pro-
gressively worse. Despite this, Albany demon-
strates an amazing resilience to do reasonably
well in times of adversity.

Recently, the Minister for Regional Develop-
ment and the North West was in Albany to
release the report of a study which was actually
requested by the great southern regional advis-
ory committee-a study which I supported.
When the report was presented to the Minister,
and he publicly accepted it at a local function,
it became apparent that even that study was
not able to identify and to recommend any
major new course that should be taken for the
development of Albany.
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Essentially, what it said was that the indus-
trial base needed to be broadened and it
reconimended a whole heap of things which
essentially meant additional public servants.
The lack of any real new direction shows that
the task in Albany is not an easy one. In fact
when the Minister was presenting that report
he read a prepared speech and then put it in his
pocket and said, "Thai is the end of the pre-
pared speech. Now I want to tell you that
Albany has many more knocks to come." What
those knocks were to be he would not say.

It would appear that as time has passed one
of those knocks might have been the fact that
Hunts Foods Pty Ltd was to go into receiver-
managership. It may be also that he was
expecting Albany to lose its wool-handling in-
dustry because we were threatened with that at
the time. Fortunately that threat was averted,'
and that is something for which Albany people
are very grateful.

The Government has been trying to talk
things up in Albany by committees, studies,
and all sorts of things. While I would be happy
if those investigations reveal a direction to be
takent which has not previously been taken, so
far it would appear that will not happen.

Earl ier th is Year the Govern ment had a num-
ber of four-colour brochures prepared and
distributed, together with car stickers, which
said absolutely nothing. Essentially, these
called for further submissions for the Albany
Tomorrow Study Group. This could well have
been done through the local paper. I under-
stand the method used resulted in 14 ad-
ditional submissions, and I regard that result as
not justified by the cost of printing those bro-
chures, which was somewhere in the region of
$15 000, and works out at about 80c each. The
brochure was printed locally. In response to a
question to the Minister for Industrial Devel-
opment I was told that they were printed by the
Albany Advertiser after obtaining. quotes from
other companies. I am sure other local
companies were not asked to quote because one
of those companies, Albany Printers, told me it
was not invited to quote, and it should have
been the next logical company from which to
obtain an estimate. I can assume only that the
other quotes were obtained in Perth.

I am happy the brochures were printed in
Albany, if they were to be printed at all, but I
regard it as a waste of money. It is also a waste
of money for the Government to have spent
$8 000 on television advertising of the opening
of the new Bunbury railway station. That

should have been done through local news-
papers if it was to be advertised in the Bunbury
region.

I just question the percentage of all these
things for Albany when we are being told how
much the decentralisation policies of this
Government are to benefit us. During this
Government's time, we have seen the virtual
demise of our tuna industry. A couple of years
ago the tuna industry was thriving, with some
80 boats working the coastline in the Albany
and Esperance areas; we are now down to
something in the order of only half dozen. This
situation came about mainly because of the im-
position by the Federal Government of a quota
system which provided individual transferable
quotas to fishermen who had been engaged in
the southern bluefin tuna fishery, but
unfortunately as soon as that happened, a large
majority of the local fishermen sold their
quotas to fishing interests in the Eastern States.
There was a lot of trading in quotas at that
time, and it is to the Government's credit that
it did make some money available to try to buy
some of those quotas. Unfortunately-and I do
not altogether blame the Minister for Fisheries
for this because I know that decisions of this
type cannot be made at the snap of one's
fingers-the majority of the quotas had been
sold.

Mr Evans: That is not so. More than half of
those quotas are still in this State because the
State Government came in with funds and
bought them.

Mr WATT: I would challenge the Minister's
statement. Even so, the point I wish to make is
that even with the quotas being sold at a fairly
considerable rate to the Eastern States, I asked
the Minister at the time whether the Govern-
ment would use some of the money that had
been set aside to try to buy quotas in the East-
ern States. The Minister replied that he was not
prepared to do that, in the same way as he was
not prepared to make available any of the
funds that had been set aside for the purpose of
subsidising the leasing of the quotas purchased
by the Western Australian Government.

Mr Evans: You are incorrect.

Mr WATT: I asked whether funds would be
made available from the amount set aside to
assist local fishermen to lease from the State
Government that quota which it had pur-
chased, and the Minister told me that the
Government was not prepared to do that. That
is in the Mansard record and it can be easily
established.
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Mr Evans: Yes, but at the same time don't
forget that the leasing figure is now far below
what the market value would be.

Mr WATT: I do not wish to argue that mat-
ter now because I have not the time but the
facts are there. I was asking that it be for the
maximum period of only three to five years
while the whole situation settled down so that
we might have some opportunity of retaining
not just the fishing industry but also the can-
ning and processing industries, which is what I
want to lead into now.

Casualties of the tuna industry have been the
two processors which were operating in the re-
gion, West Ocean Canning and Hunts Foods
Pty Lid, both of which have been badly affec-
ted. The employees of Hunts Foods have been
paid off and those who have been retained have
been put on a casual basis. Fishermen have
been affected because many had to sell up their
boats and in some cases their homes and other
assets in order to meet their debts.

As most members will be aware,' Hunts
Foods has gone into receiver-management and
I am told that it has debts of some $6 million.
Unfortunately, it is difficult for any business
which loses some 30 per cent of its cash flow in
one hit to survive, and of course cash has been
a very important part of the operations of
Hunts Foods. Fishermen have always been
paid in cash for their catches and in the past
vegetable growers have been paid promptly as
well. In addition many small businesses in the
Albany region have unsecured debts, some in
excess of $10 000 and for those people this sit u-
ation is a real tragedy. When they sought ad-
vice from the receiver-manager, they were told
that all they could do was to try to write off the
debts. That is not a very satisfactory solution.

Unemployment in the region is already high
and business confidence is down. What hasth
Government done? It has done very little in-
deed. Over the past few years various Ministers
have visited the town, but they have not done
anything tangible to try to rectify the situation.
As I said earlier, when the Minister visited
Albany all he said to my constituents was,
"You have worse knocks to come" and then he
refused to give any details.

I am glad that the member for Kalgoorlie
referred to the fact that Albany has seen a
substantial economie decline as a result of the
dispute at the Borthwick abattoir which saw
the permanent closure of that Concern. One Can
only wonder at the real reasons why the
Government failed to take any interest or have

any involvement in the dispute when it became
apparent that a solution would be difficult, if
not impossible, to find.

Much has been said about that dispute that
was exaggerated and ill-informed. I repeat that
the member for Kalgoorlie was also somewhat
ill-informed in view of his comments today. I
have a good working relationship with the
member for Kalgoorlie on the Public Accounts
Committee and I regret that he did not come
and talk to me about the matter of Thomas
Borthwick and Sons. I could have presented
him with documentary evidence indicating the
facts in the matter, but for the sake of greater
accuracy I intend to provide the House with a
summary of what did occur.

For some time there has been a difficulty at
the abattoir because the work force-members
of the Australasian Meat Industry Employees
Union-came under a Federal award, while
every other abattoir in Western Australia came
under the State award. Cost pressures within
the industry became so acute that after a num-
ber of stoppages, Thomas Hart hwiek and Sons
made application for the Albany works to be
placed under the Stale award, and the matter
was eventually heard before the Australian
Conciliation and Arbitration Commission. The
union argued that the commission should dis-
miss the application "in the public interest". In
handing down its decision on 21 December
1983, the commission rejected the union's re-
quest that the company's application be
dismissed, and ruled that the Albany works
should remain under the jurisdiction of the
Federal commission but under the terms of the
State award.

The commission made the observation at the
time that the State award had recently been the
subject of a thorough review by Mr Com-
missioner Martin of the Western Australian In-
dustrial Relations Commission and the Federal
body accepted the fairness of the award in re-
lation to meatworks operating in western
Australia. Given that independent view, that
decision should have been satisfactory to the
union.

The commission also made some interesting
observations about the union and the
company. Union leaders had consistently ac-
cused the company of being less than honest
about its financial position and it was
interesting to read the following comments of
the commission-
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The company, in a manner unique in
our experience, exposed for detailed exam-
ination by the union and the Commission
its books of acecounts, its operating tech-
niques, its costing procedures and its
forecasting methods.

The commission went on to say that three
witnesses were called: A senior partner in the
firm of chartered accountants responsible to
the lending consortium appointed to monitor
the operations of the Borthwicks group; the
managing director of the Australian division of
Borthwicks; and, the manager of the Albany
plant. They provided extensive oral and docu-
mentary evidence and were available for cross-
examination by the union. Thus the union had
every opportunity to find out exactly what was
the company's economic position. The com-
mission's report said that most of the evidence
was unchallenged and the union had no under-
standing of basic commercial realities. The
union assumed, for example, that the interest
on borrowings directly concerned with the
Albany operations need not have been met.
The commission was satisfied that, taken as a
self-contained business, the Albany works was
not viable and was in fact in a loss position.
That was in March 1983. The loss position was
neither understood nor accepted by the union,
then or in the recent industrial dispute.

In March this year, the union was still trying
to revoke the Federal commission's decision of
more than a year earlier and it had planned a
one-day strike for 11I March as a protest to
accompany an industrial hearing in Perth. The
union had applied for an adjournment and
when the adjournment was granted at the 11Ith
hour, the Albany wotjr..s called off their strike.
Because of the proposed strike, the company
was not able to provide sheep for the next
working day, and even though the workers
turned up, they were not employed and not
paid because there were no sheep for them to
kill.

On 26 March 1985 Borthwicks' chief execu-
tive for Australia issued a letter to all its
Albany workers explaining the difficulties in
the industry, the particular problems at Albany,
and plans to rationalise its operations to turn
recent losses into profit. The proposal was to
achieve higher productivity and lower costs
and also contained an undertaking to spend
$2.4 million on upgrading the plant, provided
the cost improvements were maintained. Es-
sential to the improvement in efficiency was a
control of the flow of product in the boning
room,

The union objected to this, dispite the fact
that the company had lost more than $4
million on its Albany operation since 1981.
The dispute which followed got quite away
from those issues and became a test of strength
between the company and the union leader-
ship. The company made its position
clear-the plant had to return to a profitable
basis. The union membership as a whole, being
led by the nose by its boss, Mr Alex Payne,
insisted that the company was only bluffing. He
told them time and time again, "You stick with
me fellows, because the company is only bluff-
ing."

The situation worsened to the point where, at
the company's request, the dispute was referred
to the Cull bench of the arbitration commission
on 23 April 1985. It was not a compulsory
conference and was only able to make
recommendations. The recommendations
made were very interesting. I would like to read
the first of those recommendations to the
House. It said-

Further claims by the union (including
the claims made on IS January 1985) but
excluding national wage adjustments are
not to be pursued by industrial action or
otherwise for the remainder of the 1984-85
season and may only be pursued by nego-
tiat ion and/or arbitration during the 1985-
86 season.

That says no strikes for the remainder of the
1994-85 season, which was virtually finished
anyway, and no strikes during the 1985-86
season. That is exactly what the commission
recommended, and a full bench of the com-
mission at that.

The other three recommendations related to
manni ng levels, speed through the boning
room, and the fourth stated that any dispute
which arose would be processed without any
industrial action of any kind.

The main point was that the company agreed
to accept all those recommendations. It
conveyed its acceptance of those recommen-
dations by letter to its workers on 24 April,
together with a copy of the commission's
recommendations. Nothing could be much
clearer than that, but the union boss, Alex
Payne, had an interesting pant to play through-
out all this. It was he who insisted that the
company was bluffing, and told his members
not to worry about a few weeks' pay, not to
worry about their jobs, their mortgage pay-
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ments, car payments, nor their wives and fam-
ilies, because the company was only bluffing
about closing the plant.

This was the same union boss who told a
company official at Borthwicks a couple of
years ago, when a Workers' committee was
offering, to forgo wage increases in preference
to lost jobs, that he did not care how many
people lost their jobs so long as those who
remained were paid at the highest possible
rates. This was the same union boss who has
been severely criticised by his own union for
his handling of a matter in the industrial court
and, having been shown to be incompetent in
that situation, was embarrassed to the point
where he vowed to see Borthwicks close down.
This was the same union boss who, when it
became apparent that Bonthwicks could no
longer carry the multi-million dollar losses
caused in large measure by his union's antics,
and the company had made it clear that it
would permanently close, changed his tack
completely and said the company had always
intended closing the works at Albany, and had
engineered the dispute to blame the union for
its closure.

That is sheer vindictiveness, and it is a pa-
thetic and puerile attitude from a man who
calls himself a leader. The only style of leader-
ship he knows is to con his membership into
believing things which are just not true whi le
he does very nicely with his own union office,
car, and expense account. It is also worth
remembering his role with the Western
Australian Meat Commission. As a com-
missioner with a general responsibility for run-
ning the Robb Jetty abattoir, surely he has a
conflict of interest. The Governmcnt com-
missioned the Treloar report on the future of
Robb Jetty, and the report recommended that
it should be closed. But the Government de-
cided to spend $3.5 million on expanding and
upgrading the Robb Jetty works.

Mr Payne did have at least one person who
was prepared to listen to him, and even worse,
to believe him. Who was that? No less than the
Premier. What part did he play in the dispute,
members might ask? What attempts did he
make to try to find a solution? It is true that the
Premier was absent from Western Australia
while much of the dispute was going on,' but of
course he would have been kept informed of
the situation which was developing at Albany.
For example, he was in London at the time
when the company indicated its intention to
close the works permanently. The Leader of the
Opposition was also in London at that time,

and because he had visited the company and
talked with the management, had visited the
picket line and talked with the members both
on the line and in my office, he had a first-hand
appreciation of the issues involved. While in
London he called on the chief general manager
of the Borthwick group, together with the chief
executive for Australia who happened to be in
London at the time, to see whether there were
any means of avoiding the permanent closure
of the Albany works.

The Premier was in London at that time but
made absolutely no effort to contact the
Borthwicks manager. He may well argue that
he had no time during his busy schedule for
such a visit. But even a phone call could have
been arranged without very much time being
wasted. It was of course interesting to note that
during the Premier's visit to London he did
find time to attend a stamp auction.

More importantly, on the very day on which
the Premier returned to Western Australia after
his overseas trip he was interviewed about the
Borthwick situation. He was reported in The
West Australian of Monday, 27 May 1985 as
having said-

The package of measures proposed by
the Arbitration Commission had been
rejected by the Company.

After initial objections it had been ac-
cepted by the workers.

I have already given the House the verbatim
recommendation made by the arbitration com-
mission, which shows that what the Premier
said is quite wrong. The Premier went on to
say-

But by then Borthwicks was insisting on
an unequivocal commitment not to strike
in any circumstances.

Worse than that, workers were being
asked not to take any industrial action and
to forfeit their right to be consulted on
anything.

But the Company had always intended
closing.

Nothing could have been further from the
truth. In fact the matter was very succinctly
summed up by the company executive referred
to earlier, Mr Brian Milton, in a telex to The
West Australian on 27 May 1985. He said-

If the Premier finds it necessary to stoop
to such remarks immediately after a long
flight from Europe, he must be very
worried. He could be worried because the
closure had clearly not been a pre-
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meditated action by management, but the
result of the prolonged strike and non co-
operation of the AMIIEU.

He went on to explain that because Borthwicks
had $2 million worth of product in its freezer.
if it had been the company's intention to close
down the wvorks permanently, the first thing
they would have done would be to remove the
meal from their freezer.

The Borthwicks dispute has been going on
for months and months. The Government
knew full well what was happening, but did
absolutely nothing about it. The union leader-
ship let the members down badly. [ think it is a
disgrace that the Premier allows himself to
make such blatantly untrue comments without
checking their accuracy at all.

He made the same statements on his radio
programme, the talk-back show with Bob
Maumill, on the first Monday morning after he
arrived home from his trip.

The whole thing was a farce. All the Minister
for Industrial Relations could suggest as his
contribution to it-and that after the company
had announced its intention to permanently
close, and not after the announcement had
been made, but after the decision had been
made-was for an independent mediator.

Mr Bryce: When was that?
Mr WATT: Two days before the decision

was announced.
Mr Bryce: I am talking about the month of

the year.
Mr WATT: I am not sure of the date-it was

in May or something like that.
Mr Bryce: You owe the man an apology.
Mr WATT: I do not owe that man any apol-

ogy. He owes the people of Albany an apology.
The closure of Borthwicks has had a pro-

found effect on the rural sector of the Albany
region. It is basic to the argument that if a
competitor is removed from the marketplace, it
will impose further difficulties on the rural sec-
tor.

Prices at auction are obviously going to be
lower both for sheep and cattle when all factors
are taken into consideration. For the benefit of
the member for Stirling I make the point that
Borthwicks made a commitment to handle
cattle in 1983, although predominantly sheep
were handled. It would be totally inconceivable
to imagine the closure not having had some
effect on the farming region of Albany,
remembering that Albany relies very heavily on
its farming region. So it can be seen that the

closure of Borthwicks has had, and will con-
tinue to have, a disastrous effect on the former
employees, the farmers, the small business
people and the economy generally of the re-
gion.

Amendment to Motion

This closure should never have happened,
and the Government, through its failure to act,
stands condemned. For the reasons I have
outlined, I move an amendment-

That the following words be added to
the motion-

But regrets to inform Your Excellency
that-

(1) Through its failure to intervene in the
industrial dispute at Thomas
Borlhwick and Sons abattoir which
has resulted in its permanent closure,
the Government has failed to support
the people of the region by:

(a) contributing to the direct loss of
more than 3 50 jobs in the region;

(b) contributing to an economic
downturn in Albany and the re-
gion through a reduction of $5
million per year into the local
economy through lost wages;

(c) adversely affecting the prices for
sheep and cattle by the removal of
a market competitor, causing ad-
ditional hardship to an already
troubled rural sector in the re-
gion;

(d) the failure of the Minister for In-
dustrial Relations to visit Albany
or attempt to settle the dispute
until after the company had made
its decision to permanently close;

(e) the failure of the Premier while
he was in London, to attempt to
make any contact with the execu-
tives of Thomas Borthwick and
Sons;

(f) continual misrepresentation by
the Premier and the Minister for
Industrial Relations of the
recommendations made on 23rd
April, 1985 by the full bench of
the Australian Conciliation and
Arbitration Commission; and
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(g) continuing to support by invest-
ment of taxpayers' funds the
Robb Jetty abattoir, and to direct
business there, contrary to its own
expert advice.

(2) The Government's handling of the
Borlhwick dispute is typical of its im-
potence in dealing with militant
unionism and its failure to support the
rights of ordinary workers.

MR COURT (Nedllands) [3.53 p.m.]: In
seconding and supporting the amendment
moved by the member for Albany I firstly con-
gratulate the member on the clear and precise
way he outlined the events leading tip to the
closure of the Thomas Borthwick and Son&'
abattoir and the problems which have occurred
in Albany as a result. We have just witnessed
the member for Kalgoorlie give a remarkable
performance in joining with the Premier, the
Minister for Industrial Development and the
Minister for Industrial Relations and going onl
with a little more of this business bashing. It
seems that over the last few months members
opposite have decided to bash Borthwicks
about the head. This is particularly so of the
Deputy Premier, who is determined to really
kick this company and to say as the member
for Kalgoorlie did, that it was involved in a
conspiracy to close the abattoir. Only one con-
spiracy has been involved in this whole sad
debacle and that is the conspiracy between Mr
Payne of the AMIEU and the Government to
have the abattoir closed.

Something really is amiss in our meat indus-
try when we see this debacle involving
Borthwicks being closely followed by the cur-
rent debacle at Mudginberri, something we
debated the other day. One gets the impression
that in this country some people think we have
the luxury of being able to control and monop-
olise the world market for meat and being able
to sell our product whenever we please. That is
not the case. It happens to be a very competi-
tive international marketplace, so what has
been occurring in this industry, what we have
seen being done by the union and the Govern-
ment, is very concerning. Members of the
union and of the Government seem to have a
smile on their faces, as though they have
achieved something positive by driving
Borthwicks out of business. In fact, what has
happened is an absolute insult. We have seen
three Government Ministers and now the
member for Kalgoorlie bash Borthwicks over
this whole operation.

As the member for Albany has just made
very clear, what has happened in Albany is a
very serious incident. Not only is the meat in-
dustry in this State being put into difficulty,
but also we realise that what has happened is
also occurring in other industries, which high-
lights the fact that this Government is prepared
to sit back and allow a militant union leader-
ship to succeed in destroying not only a par-
ticular business but also the jobs that went with
it. This is happening too often. The problem at
Borthwicks wvas given a lot of publicity, but
manly other businesses are being faced with the
same sort of pressure and they too are not re-
ceiving the Government's support.

The fact that the Government sat back and
allowed the Borthwicks dispute to get to the
stage Where the abattoir had to close is really
nothing short of an act of political suicide by
this Government. It should understand that
over the years Albany's local industries have
had to face severe problems. Albany had to face
problems with the closure of the whaling indus-
try and it is now facing problems with Hunts
Foods Pty Ltd being in difficulties. As the
member for Albany has just explained, these
difficulties affect not only those people in the
fishing industry, particularly those who fish for
tuna, but also those involved in the pea grow-
ing industry and who have made some big per-
sonal commitments this year in spite of not
being fully paid for their production for last
year. All in all, things in Albany are not too
good.

I thought that this Government, instead of
being negative and sitting back and allowing
the Borthwicks dispute to get out of hand,
would have decided to take positive action to
overcome the problent. Instead, it did the op-
posite.

We are forced to consider the role of our
industrial relations system. The member for
Kalgoorlie and other Government members go
to great lengths to tell us what a great system of
industrial relations we have in this country,
this system of centralised arbitration they be-
lieve is so capable of handling these types of
di sputes.

What a lot of rubbish! Over a period of two
to three months we have witnessed just how
our industrial relations system has worked. The
sad thing is that the parties that won out on this
occasion in Albany were the militant union
leader and his few militant supporters and a
Government prepared to sit back and do
nothing.
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The majority of workers at Borthwicks would
have willingly negotiated directly with their
employer, and their employer wanted to nego-
tiate with them. Members opposite do not
seem to understand that when a business has
suffered considerable losses for a few years, it
faces a very difficult job to stay in business.
Often a financial decision must be made: the
firm has no choice but to close down.

Mr Bryce: Are you going to explain that
Borthwicks has lost big money internationally?

Mr COURT: I am talking about Borthwicks'
Albany abattoir, and now the Deputy Premier
wants to kick Borthwicks a bit more. The
company might be making a lot of money else-
where. I hope it is. I would have liked to see it
make a lot of money in Albany. The more
profit it could have made in Albany the more
jobs would be available for Albany people.But members opposite do not understand that
type of thinking.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Burkett): Or-
der! The Leader of the Opposition and the
Deputy Premier will desist with their continual
interjections and allow me and other members
to hear the member for Nedlands.

Mr COURT: The majority of workers at
Borthwicks would have liked to negotiate with
their employer; but Mr Payne, from the
AMIEU, did not like that; he did not want a
voluntary work agreement negotiated by those
two pantics. Such militant union leaders seem
to think that when the third party gets involved
it will be a better arrangement-they can retain
their power structure in the system.

Of course, we saw what happened in this
case; it is a game of brinkmanship by the
unions. The only problem was that the jobs of
approximately 300 to 400 people were at stake.
If the situation at Mudginberri of employees
being able to have ther agreements formalised
under an award, had existed at Albany,
Borthwicks would have still been in operation
today.

In Western Australia in many areas we have
moved to the corporate State attitude; the
Government now seems to want to control and
run abattoirs. The Government is certainly
comfortable doing deals with the union con-
cerned; so comfoiable in fact that it is pre-
pared to sit back and allow Albany to lose that
major industry. The only person who really
misses out in this whole scheme is the worker
himself. HeI or he does not seem to fit into the
Government's plans.

Mr Brian Burke: We have done our best to
promote WA's economy.

Mr COURT: I am talking about
Borthwicks in Albany. The Government has
been very successful in destroying the
company's operations there. The Government
seems quite keen to defend its actions in
Albany. The fact that the business has closed
down and its employees are out of work does
not seem to be of much consequence to the
Premier, the Deputy Premier, or the member
for Kalgoorlie.

Mr Taylor: That is nonsense.
Mr Brian Burke: Don't you agree that gener-

ally we have been supportive of business?
Mr COURT: No, I do not. I will outline what

[ think of the Government's progress in the last
two years when I have the opportunity to speak
to the motion. The Premier might want to di-
vert the argument but he cannot divert atten-
tion from the fact that the Government has
failed in Albany. The role played by the Minis-
ter for Industrial Relations in this matter was
quite despicable because at the end of the day
the Minister was prepared to support the mili-
tant union leader involved. He gave no assist-
ance or hope to those workers in Albany who
simply wanted to continue working. He was
prepared, together with other members of his
Government, to sit back. An amazing thing oc-
curred afterwards; I cannot believe that the
Premier, the Minister for Industrial Relations,
and now the member for Kalgoorlie, want to
kick the company involved.

Mr Taylor: I was just kicking you, not the
company. I made that quite clear.

Mr COURT: No, the member for Kalgoorlie
is kicking the company and the Deputy
Premier and the Premier are only too prepared
to continue kicking the company. Members of
the Government, especially the Premier and
the Deputy Premier have treated Borthwicks
with contempt. I include the member for
Kalgoorlie in this comment. They have also
told untruths in this matter. When they realised
they were on a loser they started twisting the
story and for the member for Kalgoorlie to now
come out with such absurd statements really is
quite unbelievable.

Mr Taylor: Absolute truth.
Mr COURT: That is not right at all. For the

member for Kalgoorlie to say that the company
wanted to close the abattoir and had every in-
tention of closing it is absurd. Of course, in the
end the company had no choice but to close the

384



[Tuesday, 27 August 19851

abattoir. However, that decision was die fur-
thennost thing from anyone's mind for the dur-
ation of the dispute. It was not a pmoblem
which arose during the two months prior to the
abattoir's closure; the trouble had been brewing
for some years. I believe the Opposition played
a commendable role in trying to prevent the
closure of this abattoir- This was not after the
abattoir closed and we reached the stage of the
Minister for Industrial Development trying to
find a buyer for the abattoir. This was before it
closed, and we, as a shadow Cabinet, were pre-
pared to publicly come out with suggestions to
try to help resolve this matter.

Mr Bryce: Sabotage;, that is what it was.

Mr COURT: It was far from sabotage; it was
the opposite. We were publicly prepared to
spend time in Albany with the parties con-
cerned. The Deputy Premier knows only too
well the types of suggestions that we put for-
ward. If Borthwicks were going to pull out, we
were very keen for something to happen and
for the operations to continue. If there was to
be a change of ownership, we would like very
much to have seen a local owner. It was not a
matter of privatising the abattoir because it was
already a private abattoir. We wanted to go a
step further and localise the abattoir, giving the
local people a chance to become involved. Of
course, no-one could accept taking over the op-
erations of that abattoir with militant union
leaders such as Payne, with his track record,
standing over his head. It would have been
sheer lunacy for someone to take it over in that
situation. That is why the Mudginberri dispute
has become so significant in this case. If em-
ployees at Borthwicks were operating under the
same award as applies at Mudginberri, the
company's operation would be very successful.

The Opposition certainly did its bit to try to
help things. The Opposition tried to keep its
operation going. We wanted the company and
the workers concerned to be able to negotiate
directly so that they could reach some agree-
ment, leaving aside the third parties involved,
such as Mr Payne. lf he had been taken out of
the dispute an agreement would have been
reached and the company's operations would
have continued.

Mr Troy: What caused Borlhwicks to close
down previously? Come on; go through it care-
fully.

Mr COURT: The member for Mundaring
now wants to join his colleagues in saying that
Borthwicks had closed down previously; they
have closed down now, and that is a good thing

as far as he and the Government are concerned.
We are debating the point here that theme were
plenty of opportunities for Government mm
bets to make sure that that abattoir did rnot go)
out of business. The seriousiness of the situazhm
is highlighted by the fadt that they remained
silent and did nothing while all this was going
on. If the Premier wanted to talk to the head%
of the company, who, the Deputy Ptuiniar sayjs
were making millions of dollars axound the
world, he had plenty of opportnity to do, so as;
he happened to be at their beakituss ihi
London. He had every opportunity in the wodi
to go right to the top and to try to newtit a
suitable agreement.

Mr Bryce: I said they were losing mliikir
many different parts of the world-

Mr COURT: The Deputy Premnier seemed to
imply that something could be done. limit at
their operations elsewhere.

it was not good enough for the Piemin,
while all this was happening, to speak on shows
such as the Bob Maumill radio show- In this
case did he approach the heads of ther corinM
in London? It was to the credit of cur Brad=
that he took advantage of the situation of his
being there and to negotiate and discuss this,
matter.

The Government should have a better uncfrr-
standing of just how serious matters are overall
in the rural scene. I suggest to the Deputy
Premier, while he continues with this episec
of business bashing, that he read yesteay's;
The Australian Financial Review Imcnse it
contains an excellent summary of some of ther
problems which are arising in the rural indcs,
tries. It highlights some very serious prwblknn
particularly in regard to commodity puita E
think the Deputy Premier would have to aUre
that some of the predictions about whe prknm
this year are very worrying.

In all areas of rural production we rIus
remain efficient and productive-. Members op-
posite, the unions involved, and the emplayrs;
themselves, will all have to accept some
changes to make sure that they cmaina cm-
petitive. Here we have a case where thcse
people have the opportunity to sell their
products. We have the problem than one ofour
abattoirs closed down. Now we have the very
serious problem at Mudginbenri where we are
losing contracts.

What happens when we cannot provide the
products? The orders and contracts a=e
immediately snapped up by other countries
which have the capacity to fulfil them-A
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It was sad to read recently that we could not
supply a certain wheat contract and it was
immediately taken up by Argentina at a lower
price than we could offer. There are plenty of
countries which want to supply our products.
Instead of members opposite being involved in
what seems to me to be a conspiracy around
Australia to bring the meat industry to its knees
they should be taking positive action to ensure
that we continue to become more competitive.

Several members interjected.

Mr COURT: If members opposite believe
they have won by adopting this attitude in this
situation I point out it is a silly attitude. If they
believe they can indulge in the luxury of
bashing Borthwicks publicly it is a sad situ-
ation. That company has had to close oper-
ations, and 350 people in the town are out of
work. That town has plenty of other problems
without this Government closing a meatworks.
dawn.

Members opposite talk about Australia
having to export or perish. That is true; we
must export more and we must become more
competitive. Rut members opposite seem to be
making sure that the rural industry in particu-
lar just cannot get on with the job it wants to
do.

I want to conclude by Urging the Govern-
ment not to sit back and say, "Well, the abat-
toir has closed and the people are out of work."
I should like the Government to keep negotiat-
ing to see whether an arrangement can be
reached whereby the workers in Albany-not
with that third party, Mr Payne, involved-are
allowed to reach agreement with either the
owners or new owners on terms and conditions
under which this operation can become profit-
able again.

The Premier, the Deputy Premier, and the
Minister for Industrial Relations all had an op-
portunity to keep this works going. Now we
have the absurd situation where the Deputy
Premier and his department firstly tried to sell
the works locally and offered Government as-
sistance to reopen the Albany works-they did
that to keep Robb Jetty going-when a few
months ago the abattoir was open and
operating. Now they expect to put in taxpayers'
funds to find a buyer to reopen it. They will
have difficulty as long as they make sure that
the new owners have to work under this indus-
trial relations system. I support the amend-
ment.

MR BRYCE (Ascot-Deputy Premier) [4.13
P.m.I: The Government rejects the amend-
ment. It is mischievous, ill-founded, ill-
directed, and wrong. It is as simple as that.

Mr Bradshaw interjected.

Mr BRYCE: If the member wants to start the
chain of interjections I will take great pleasure
in demonstrating to him and his colleagues that
they should be ashamed to support such a
poorly thought-out and abysmally presented
amendment to the Address-in-Reply motion.
They will have egg all over their faces when we
finish explaining exactly how far the Minister
for Industrial Relations went in the course of
his responsibilities to do everything humanly
possible before the announcement was made to
close the works.

Mr Court: All he did was go to Maylands.

Mr BRYCE: The difference in style is truly
amazing! The member for Nedlands in particu-
lar, and his leader find it difficult to under-
stand that because the Minister for Industrial
Relations did not walk in like a bull into a
china shop, as the member for Nedlands would
do-God help us if he got within a bull's roar
of the Industrial Relations portfolio-and did
not publicly denigrate people or publicly bang,
heads together, at the same time he was work-
ing to find a solution to this problem; they
jumped to the conclusion that the Minister was
not doing anything. The naivety of members
opposite is beyond definition.

Mr MacKinnon: He did not even go to
Albany to talk to the people who were losing
their jobs-people whose whole life was on the
line.

Mr BRYCE: The tears of the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition are crocodile tears, just like
those of the member for Albany who kicked his
own constituency. Members opposite are help-
ing to hold the town of Albany to political ran-
som because they want to have some fun. They
are about to discover that they are right onto
the back foot with the public of this State be-
cause this Government has the runs on the
board. The level of industrial stoppages in this
State is down dramatically; the Opposition is
going nowhere, and it has nothing to condemn
the Government for. So it has decided it will
come into this place week after week during the
Address-in-Reply debate, and it does not mat-
ter who is used-it is the people of Albany
today, the people of an isolated community in
the Northern Territory last week. They will be
the people of some other defenceless corn-
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munity next week. They will all be the victims
of the Opposition's desperation to find a politi-
cal issue.

I encourage members opposite to thrash
about and lash out in this way to suit them-
selves for as long as they like because the only
place they are going is deeper and deeper into
the political abyss. The tactics they are using
were discredited about one-and-a-half decades
ago. I suggest that by the end of this decade
they will wake up and realise they cannot play
around with people's livelihoods and seek to
have a little political fun to suit themselves
while other people pay the price.

Mr Blaikie: Why didn't you go to Albany? It
has taken you five minutes to tell us a lot of
other things. You are the Minister for bashing
Borthwicks.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Order!.
The member for Vasse will come to order.

Mr Blaikie interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I have
asked the member for Vasse to come to order
three times. I do not intend to stop the member
from interjecting during this debate, but if he
does so again in a disorderly manner I Will
warn him and I will have to take action after
that. Members are well aware that I do not like
disorderly interjections. I do not object in any
Way to inteictions which add to the flavour of
the debate, but I will not tolerate continual
disorderly interjections.

Mr BRYCE: The member for Nedlands, the
Leader of the Opposition, and his deputy spend
a great deal of time in this place condemning
the workers of Western Australia. They make
the same irrational error of judgment as people
who sit in judgment on marital disputes who
would argue that it is always the husband who
is at fault. Looking at the two fundamental
sides of a relationship, whether a commercial
relationship in this sense or a marital relation-
ship in the sense of the analogy I have drawn,
how utterly ridiculous it would be for anybody
to sustain the view that it was always the hus-
band or the wife who was responsible for a
marital break-up. Day after day and week after
week members opposite have been asserting
that it is always the workers of Western
Australia who are at fault.

Mr Bradshaw: Rubbish! It is the unions.

Mr BRYCE: Now they seek to distance
themselves from criticism.

For the sake of the record, I would like to
demonstrate the absurdity of this amendment.
I repeat that it is ill-founded, ill-directed, mis-
chievous, and wrong.

The first paragraph of the amendment states
that the Government has failed to intervene in
the industrial dispute. I ask members to take
special notice of the use of the word
"intervene". The conservatives who sit op-
posite relish the opportunity to intervene, bang
heads, name names, get right into the middle of
the industrial dispute and inflame it, and de-
rive a great deal of satisfaction from doing so.
They have been doing it for decades. That is
reflected in the frame of mind of the person
who drafted the amendment. It is alleged that
the Minister for Industrial Relations did not do
what was expected of him in the situation.
Members opposite know that the company
requested the meetings. It is a pity that the
member for Nedlands is not here. Maybe some
of his mates sitting opposite will tell hu~n about
this. The member has set himself about the task
of defending the company. It was that company
which requested that discussions between the
Minister for Industrial Relations and it about
this issue be conducted in Perth, not in Albany.
Only the circus operators sitting opposite
tripped over themselves to get to Albany to
obtain Press coverage, and to stir and exacer-
bate the industrial dispute in Albany. They ac-
tually thought it would do them some good
because they know that the electors in the elec-
torate of Albany will vote out of office their
elected representative.

To put the record straight for the sake of the
parrots sitting opposite who used the argu-
ment-

Mr Bradshaw: You people are the parrots.

Mr BRYCE: I ask the member to examine
the facts. He should examine how many times
meetings were held between the Minister and
senior officers of his department and the
company and the union representatives who
were involved in the dispute. Meetings were
held for many months prior to and in the weeks
leading up to the final decision by the
company.

Mr Blaikie: How many times?

Mr BRYCE: The member can count them
because I will give him the dates so that he does
not maliciously misrepresent me.

Mr Blaikie: Also give me the number of
times you went to Albany and the dates.
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Mr BRYCE_ The member for Vasse exasper-
ae me and other members on this side of the
Chamber frorn time to time. Hie does not grasp
the reaity of what would have happened if the
Minister for Industrial Relations had gone to
Albany to attend the discussions and the
company's representatives were here in Perth.
Discussions would have had to have been car-
uiedlout by telephone which would have proved
verCemiWC.e

Again I make the point that the company
requestd die Minister, time after time, to bold
the discussions in Perth. Let us consider the
number of times they met. On Tuesday, 26
March, the Minister met with the company in
his office- I am talking about March; the
company made its announcement on 17 May.
On Tuesday, 26 March, the Minister met with
representatives of the company to discuss the
pmoblems being fatced by the company, and the
company advised the Minister that there was
nothing that he could or should do and that the
ynenin was being held to keep the Minister
attued to what was going on. I will not name
the company representatives who attended, but
I have their names on file. Senior representa-
!tiva of the company, Bortliwieks, attended.

On Thursday, 4 April, the Minister again met
wih The company. On Monday, 15 April, the
Minister met with the union representatives.
On Monday, 22 April, the Minister again met
v~Wh Borvhwict 0. Wednesday, 8 May, the
Ministcr met with representatives of the West-
ern Australian Meal Commission in his office.
On 9 May, representatives of the Minister's
office again spoke with Borthwicks about cer-
tain facets of the dispute. On ruesday, 14 May,
representatives of Borthwicks' management
and repriesentives; of the union met with the
Minister and his officers, again to investigate
various possibilities for resolving the dispute.

MT Laurance: Why did the Government not
say the uns should abide by the rules?

Mr BRYCE- Look, Johnny-come-lately was
not in dhe (lumber when the discussions began
so he should not embarrass himself and his
coflcagoes further by demonstrating his in'cl-
evanac to the argument. Members should
uderstand that Opposition members have

assnteuj, horn the introduction of the amend-
mn, thde Mlinister for industrial Relations

did not meet with the company and did not
skto inteirvene and play his role as Minister

anli] after the company made public its an-
nounciemwut that it would close the abattoir.
Tba announcement was made on 17 May. I
bave ahcaly given the Chamber a list of the

occasions on which the Minister, in his office,
met with representatives of both sides of this
dispute.

To take matters a little further, on 14 and 15
May, for almost two entire working days, meet-
ings took place-how can members opposite
present to this Chamber an amendment framed
on such ignorance unless they are wilfully de-
terrnined to gain some political mileage or just
be malicious in terms of their presenting to the
public their views that the Minister was not
doing his job-

Mr Laurance: Why could he not achieve any-
thing? It closed down.

Mr BRYCE: That is this Jobhnny-
comne-lately's problem. He was not sitting here
and listening to the nonsense. If I were him I
would leave my place in this Chamber and
would not have the temerity to support the
amendment. I would find it very embarrassing
in his position. We all know he is perfectly
capable of recognising the difference between
truth and blatant lies and he does not use the
truth very often.

This issue is, without doubt, one of the most
serious that has confronted established and so-
called traditional industries in this State.

I will not suggest that one party in this dis-
pute is at fault or that another is at fault be-
cause I know that members sitting opposite
suggest that for different reasons. We happen to
be the Government of this State. We have done
a very sound job in this field. The record
speaks for itself. Members opposite feel a little
uncomfortable in having to face the evidence as
it is presented.

In relation to the vitally important question
of the introduction of new technology into in-
dustry, it is inevitable that there will be anxiety
far the people comprising management and the
work force. The introduction of new tech-
nology into this plant and the failure of man-
agement and the work force to agree upon a
plan for the introduction of that technology
eventually led to the decision to close the abat-
toir.

Now is a perfectly appropriate time, I be-
lieve, to tell members about the Leader of the
Opposition who acted out his little role and
trotted off to the head office of Borthwicks in
London. He and the Parliamentary Liberal
Party have a cute relationship with the manage-
ment of Bonthwicks. They were leaking and
supplying confidential telexes to one another
and were passing information that was part of
the process between the Government and the
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company. The Leader of the Opposition
pretended, the day before the decision, that he
had a solution to the problem. Of course he did
not. It was all a great hoax and it was cooked
up in Western Australia long before the Leader
of the Opposition left on his overseas trip.

The rruth is that there are some fundamental
weaknesses in this State in the traditions of
management and the work force at play-some
we have inherited from Britain. Some of the
worst features of British management and work
force organisation are plaguing this country at
this very moment. I believe there are some
people in the work force who are not acting
rationally and who arc not making decisions in
the best interests of the work force. Some
people in management are adopting nineteenth
century British attitudes which are class-
dominated and which prevent them from sit-
ting around a table and doing the same as that
which is being done by the Swedes, the Finns,
and the Norwegins in order to resolve similar
problems.

We have evidence of a first-class problem
confronting Australian industry and it will not
be solved or ameliorated in any way by the
splay-footed politicians like the Leader of the
Opposition who, because he is frustrated, is
using and abusing the member for Albany and
one of the true forms of employment to do it.

I no longer believe that the Leader of the
Opposition makes any capital from these
issues. He is so far down the gurgier in terms of
credibility within the community that no-one
believes him or takes any interest in him, par-
ticularly his own shadow Cabinet and col-
leagues. It does not do the Leader of the Oppo-
sition or his party any good to believe that they
can drag themselves out of the political mire by
grabbing one company after another and using
it as a political football. I am astonished that a
person like the member for Albany was sucked
into this rescue operation by the Leader of the
Opposition. I am also astonished that the mem-
ber for Albany could stand in this Chamber
and kick his constituency and be part of the
conspiracy between the Leader of the Oppo-
sition and some of the principals in that
company.

MR HASSELL (Cottesloc-Leader of the
Opposition) (4.32 p.mn.]: The Government is
obviously very sensitive about its terrible fail-
ure in relation to Thomas Borthwick and Sons
(A/asia) Ltd and it has good reason to be sensi-
tive.

The Deputy Premier has just been on his feet
ranting and raving and telling untruths and the
Minister for Agriculture was trying to leap to
his feet, but we cannot avoid the simplicity of
the situation.

Several hundred people who used to have a
job in Albany no longer have one and several
hundred people in Albany no longer have a job
at Borthwicks because the company is no
longer operating. That is the starting point. The
second point is that the families of the people
employed at Borthwicks are no longer
supported and they no longer have any security
for their future in that town because there is
nothing on the horizon to indicate where they
are likely to find any future in Albany. In fact,
what is happening is that the Government is
moving from Borthwicks to Hunts Foods Pty
Ltd which has secured debts of $5 million and
goodness knows the value of unsecured debts.

Let us run through the situation as it was and
is in relation to Borthwicks at Albany. The
Government should be very sensitive about it
because it is one of its tremendous mistakes. It
has allowed that industry to die and all the
Government's ranting and raving cannot alter
the fact that it not only allowed it to die, but
also it was instrumental in having it fail.

Let me point out to the Deputy Premier and
to the member for Kalgoorlie, because they
have made wild accusations about the con-
spiracy between the Opposition and
Borthwicks, that that company was prepared to
talk to the Opposition about the issue only after
it found that it could not get any help from the
Government. The company discovered from
talks with the Minister, Hon. Peter Dowding,
that he was talking to militant unionists who
were causing the problem and that be was not
prepared to give any backing to the authority of
the Conciliation and Arbitration Commission,
or try to get anyone to see reason. Therefore, so
much for the Government's conspiracy theory
and for the truth in what the Deputy Premier
and member for Kalgoorlie are saying in their
despicable allegations that the company was
conspiring with the Opposition.

The member for Kalgoorlie says that the
company was conspiring with the Opposition. I
ask him what we were conspiring to do and
whether it was to bring the operations of
Borthwicks to an end and to make sure the
company lost its money. The allegations by the
member for Kalgoorlie and the Deputy
Premier beggar description.

389



390 [ASSEMBLY]

Let us look at the simple facts. From the
material on the public record there is absol-
utely no doubt that Borthwicks wanted to con-
tinue, their operations and to succeed at
Albany. Over a long period the company had
attempted to get its operation into a profitable
mode. The company was prepared to spend
considerable funds in addition to what it had
already spent in order to bring in new equip-
ment that would make the operation profitable,
if it was able to obtain the co-operation of' its
employees.

That is the first fact and I challenge the
Government to say that Borthwicks did not
want to continue their Operations. Is the Dep-
uty Premier saying that Borthwicks wanted to
stop their business operation in Albany?

Mr Bryce: Borthwicks was prepared to shut
it.

Mr HASSELL: I am asking the Deputy
Premier to say whether he ij alleging that -
Bortbwicks did not want to continue their busi-
ness operations in Albany.

Mr Bryce: You are really devastating.
Mr HASSELL: The Deputy Premier is not

prepared to say that because the simple truth is
that Borthwicks wanted to continue their oper-
ation, but obviously it had to be profitable, and
not being the Western Australian Development
Corporation, the MTT, or Exim, it had to have
a profitable operation to survive. It did not
have the opportunity to have its losses
guaranteed endlessly by the taxpayers. There-
fore, it was seeking to introduce changes and
alterations to make it profitable and it was
having difficulties in its work force because the
employees were concerned about some aspects
of the changes it was making.

I had discussions with representatives of
Borthwicks in Albany and in London, and on
both occasions I was very much aware of the
possibility that perhaps certain things were be-
ing said on the public front which were not
necessarily true. Therefore, I made it my busi-
ness, when speaking to the management of
Dorthwicks in Albany and to their directors in
London, to be blunt in asking the question
whether they wanted to go on with the oper-
ations at Albany or whether they wanted to
close the business. It is absolutely clear in my
mind that there was no question of the
company wanting to close its operations. it had
spent money to upgrade its plant and it had a
big investment in the business. The company
had plans to spend money to buy More equip-
ment and it had been negotiating to make

changes to its business practices, particularly in
the boning room, in order to increase activity,
to be profitable and to stay in business.

That is what business is about. It is about
making a profit. If a business goes on losing, as
this operation had obviousty done, it will not
survive, It wanted to become profitable and to
find a way to do that.

There is no doubt in my mind that the men
and women employed at Borthwicks in Albany
wanted the company to survive, and they were
prepared to settle the dispute, even though they
had their differences and difficulties.

I did not have just a few minutes' talk.with
these people, I had extensive talks with them. I
went down to the picket line on the waterfront
at Albany and I discussed it with several men
and women on that picket line, and spent some
time doing it.

When I completed those discussions,
realising that the conditions for a useful out-
come from the discussions were somewhat in-
adequate when standing on a picket tine in the
open with a number of people milling around,
arrangements were made through the member
for Albany for the representatives of those
working people to meet me for further dis-
cussions that night at the office of the member
for Albany.

Those discussions took place, so no-one
could suggest we did not have proper and
serious discussions with those people. They
were really asking for some help because they
wanted to solve the problem. They wanted to
overcome the difficulties so that they could
keep their jobs and their industry in Albany
going. It was very clear that what was desper-
ately needed was for those people to be brought
together with the management around an arbi-
tration commission conference table with a
commissioner who was genuinely committed to
finding a solution; who was prepared to sit in
Albany until a solution could be found.

It was also necessary to exclude from that
conference the militant union leaders in the
form of Mr Alex Payne particularly. He was
hell-bent on making sure there was no solution.
That was as clear as a bell. It did not matter to
whom one talked Or to Whom one went in
Albany, in Pertltoin London, or anywhere else;
the one person who under no circumstances
wanted a solution was Mr Alex Payne, the sec-
retary of the Australasian Meat Industry Em-
ployees Union.
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Furthermore it was equally clear Mr Alex
Payne was receiving the backing of Hon. Peter
Dowding. The Minister, just as he did in
Bunbury the other day, was working for the
disruptive elements; he was not working for the
good of the town or for the good of the indus-
try. There is no doubt about that. The company
gave up on Mr Dowding. He would not help it.
The company gave up because it was receiving
no assistance in terms of upholding the agree-
ment and arrangements which had been
reached in the Australian Conciliation and Ar-
bitration Commission.

This dispute at Borthwicks is a classic
example of the way in which the arbitration
system in this country is failing. Not only did
the commissioner concerned absolutely fail to
put in the time and effort that he should have
at Albany; not only did he fail to make the
orders necessary to get the people back to work;
but also he denied the working men and
woman at Albany the opportunity to have their
say because he did not create the circumstances
in which they could have a secret ballot.

When the Chamber of Commerce and the
other people trying to have this dispute sorted
out set out to have a secret ballot because they
knew that the majority of working men and
women would vote to go back to work, the
whole system was so slow and complicated and
so bogged down there was no possibility of
achieving a secret ballot. In the absence of a
secret ballot, those working men and women
were stood over by Alex Payne and his cohorts
so that finally the whole situation collapsed and
the company closed down its operation.

The Government is now trying desperately to
find a buyer; it is desperately trying to work
away in the background to see whether some-
thing can be done to sort out the mess of its
own creation.

Let there be no mistake about the simple
facts in this case of Albany and Borthwicks:
The company wanted to go on. It wanted to
become profitable so that it could survive in
Albany. The working men and women in
Albany wanted a solution.

Does the Deputy Premier deny they wanted
a solution? Does he say the working men and
women did not want a solution? Is that what
the Deputy Premier says?

Mr Bryce: Three hundred people were
mesnmerised by one terrible person!

Mr HASSELL: The men and women in
Albany desperately wanted a solution because
they knew that the future of their town, their

jobs and their families was at stake. It was the
working men and women who should have
been given a real chance in a secret ballot to
determine thejr future. But the arbitration
system and Alex Payne and his cohorts
conspired to make sure that the rights of the
working people were not protected.

There is a remarkable similarity between the
disastrous policy of this Government and the
arbitration system in relation to Borthwicks
and the current dispute in relation to
Mudginberri. The Mudginberri dispute is
characterised by a similar set of circumstances.
The people want to work; the people are pre-
pared to carry out an agreement which they
have entered, into voluntarily. Those people
want to get on with the job; they want to take
the opportunities presented to them by the vol-
untary work contract to earn the extra money
that they can at Mudginberri abattoir. The em-
ployer at Mudginberr i wanted to give them the
work and fulfil his export contracts.

Just as in the case of Borthwicks, what is
stopping the work taking place is-

Mr Bryce: One man.

Mr HASSELL: It is the militant union
leaders who are working against the interests of
the working people. They are trying at all costs
to uphold the situation in which they have
power and privilege over the workers and in
which they give no protection to the working
people.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Let me re-
mind the Leader of the Opposition that I have
waited for some time because I wanted to see
whether he intended to touch on Mudginberri
in a peripheral way or to go on. Mudginberri
has already been questioned in this House and
it has been the subject of an amendment. I am
going to allow him to continue, but it is to be
for a very brief period, and then he must get
back to the amendment.

Mr HASSELL: With respect, I would have
thought that paragraph 2 of the amendment
covers the situation. I am trying to show the
similarity between the Borzhwick dispute and
another dispute. There are remarkable
similarities. The direct relevance of that to
Western Australia is thfthe very man we are
talking about, Mr Alex Payne, who was instru-
mental in bringing about, with the support of
this Government, the demise of Borthwicks
and the end of the jobs down there, has been
threatening Western Australian farmers, West-
ern Australian meat producers and exporters

391



392 [ASSEMBLY]

with direct industial action if they are put in
the position of doing anything but supporting
the militant unions at Mudginberwi.

There is a direct interrelationship between
the dispute at Borthwicks in Albany and the
dispute that is currently in play at
Mudginberri. The State Government has
refu~sed to give its backing and support to the
working men and women at Borthwicks, just as
the Federal Government has refused to give its
support to the working men and women at
Mudginbenri. Instead, the Federal Government
has tried to conspire with the unions to have a
final decision of the Conciliation and Arbi-
tration Commission overset in order to see
whether the commission can be made to bring
down a different decision at the end of the day,
which would allow the militant unionists their
victory.

This amendment is about the militants and
the way in which they are running this country;
it is about the failure of Government to stand
up to the militants who are not prepared to
support, and, in fact, are actively opposed to,
the interests of the working men and women of
this country. The militants are people whose
interests have ceased to bear any kind of re-
lationship to the interests of the people they
claim to represent. What is happening in this
kind of dispute-what has happened at
Borthwicks and Mudginberri, and what is
happening on the construction sites throughout
this city-is what is happening at Bunbury and
at Geraldton in relation to the tugboat owners
in that town. In these disputes we are seeing a
situation in which militant unionists are trying
to dictate the terms of trade and are trying to
dictate what people will do. That dictation has
been extended not only to the busses-whom
the unionists hate and despise, and whose suc-
cess they want to undermine-but also to the
working men and women of this nation whose
job opportunities they are denying and taking
away. One can cite example after example.

It has come to the point where no longer are
the Federal Government and the Governments
of New South Wales and Victoria prepared to
put up with the Builders Labourers Feder-
ation-one of the most militant of the militant
trade unions-and there are moves afoot to
deregister it. However, in Western Australia
the State Government is giving its backing to
the BL.F, carrying out arrangements with that
union to try to keep it in business arid looking
respectable. That is simply in line with the ac-
tivities of this Government at Mudginberri, in
relation to John O'Connor, in relation to the

dispute at Bunbury, and in relation to one dis-
pute after another, whenever one sees a conflict
between the interests of people in this State and
other interests.

MR EVANS (Warren-Minister for
Agriculture) [4.53 p.m.]: The deceit and hypoc-
risy of this Opposition has never before been
revealed so starkly as it has been in this amend-
ment this afternoon. A breath of rationality
and sanity was introduced by the Deputy
Premier and I think it put paid to a great deal
of the misinformation presented from the other
side of this Chamber. I refrain from describing
what was said as lies; there may be some
grounds for its emergence-probably ignor-
ance, which would be typical of this Oppo-
sition. There was nothing more calculated to
undermine the prospects of Borthwicks
reopening and the town of Albany being aided
in the manner suggested by the member for
Albany-that is, by receiving the assistance
that the region so desperately needs in terms of
jobs. Did not the Leader of the Opposition wax
eloquent on what those jobs meant to the econ-
omy of the district and everything else? What a
hollow sham!

I make the point that the 300 jobs dependent
on the reopening of Borthwicks have just
received a nasty jolt from the Opposition. No-
body seems to have made the point that
Borthwicks is now advertising on a worldwide
basis to determine whether its Albany works
can be reopened. There has been at least one
firm expression of interest and there are others
too. A decision is expected within a couple of
weeks in respect of this firm expression of
interest. I understand that the companies con-
cerned will tomorrow discuss aspects of work
and industrial relations with the Australasian
Meat Industry Employees Union. Alex
Payne-about whom we have heard some de-
famatory remarks from those op-
posite-appears to be the only person
involved, along with Government officials, and
he is being flown by the company to the East-
ern States to conduct these discussions. To that
end, he has a significant role in the overall
negotiations and I hope that these negotiations
are successful. The histrionics and the disior-
tions of the Opposition this afternoon were
some of the most despicable and cheap politi-
cal moves seen in this House for a long time.
Instead of support, the initiative of the Oppo-
sition is merely undermining-and it is doing
it as hard as it can-those negotiations. The
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people of Albany are the ones who will suffer
and I hope that the member for that district
feels proud of that fact-

The analogy of the Deputy Premier was cor-
rect. HeI made the point that no single partner
in any dispute is blameless; it takes two to con-
tribute to a dispute, as he very succinctly
indicated. It is not my role to apportion blame
in a dispute of this kind, but I would like to
make the point that this is one occasion when
Commissioner Coleman went and spoke to the
parties for six hours and at the end of the day
the company was prepared to accept his
recommendations. On the basis of a letter from
the company, the Commonwealth Employment
Service considered that the situation was one of
a lockout, and that is why it paid nut social
security benefits.

Let me come back also to the behaviour of
the Opposition, expressed not only in terms of
the subject of Borthwicks but also on
Mudginberri. The Opposition is trying to say
that it is concerned with the well-being of
workers and the economy of this State. What
rubbish! The Opposition is indulging in cheap
political hypocrisy and I would recount one
incident that sums this up- It is something that
I have not made a point of broadcasting, but
now I think it deserves to be shown the light of
day. I remember very vividly some years ago
while waiting in a corridor of this building, two
conservative membrs-the Liberal Party was
in Government at the time-appeared. They
were engrossed in a conversation concerning an
industrial dispute at Robb Jetty that was cur-
rent at the time.

They were very concerned that the dispute
should not end. They went on to say that some
way had to be found of provoking it and of
"1stirring it up", to use their exact words. That
was the interest of those conservative Minis-
ters. So much for their interest in the Canners
they supposedly represented; so much for their
interest in the workers; so much for their
interest in the State's economy. That is pre-
cisely what took place.

Those opposite feel very proud to be
associated with people of that kind. This dem-
onstrates very clearly their attitude, because
their own political survival can be ensured only
with the provocation of industrial disputation,
with the creation of disharmony and abrasion
between sections of the community, between
country and city. That is the only chance they
have, and they know it. They will stop at
nothing to achieve their ends. The comparison
of the policies and methodologies in the area of

industrial relations between the Government
and members opposite has never been more
clearly displayed.

The figures quoted by the member for
Kalgoorlie revealed very clearly that the num-
ber of industrial disputes have been halved in
recent years. On a national basis one has to go
back to 1966-67 to find figures like them. This
has not been a matter of accident but of good
government. The record for Robb Jetty shows
that industrial disputations have been halved
over the last two years. That has been achieved
by good government, by a sound and reasn-
able approach to industrial relations. This can-
not be denied.

1 will end by putting paid to the lie by the
member for Albany.

Mr Laurance: That is unfair, Withdraw that.
Mr EVANS: I am happy to withdraw, but I

make a correction to paragraph (1 )(g) of the
members amendment and suggest to the menu-
her for Albany that he take the trouble to read
the Treloar report before making further
statements about it. The report is an excellent
document which makes the point that while
Treloar was deliberating on purely economic
grounds, he did make the suggestion about the
Robb Jetty abattoir that Governments must
also have regard for other factors and consider-
ations--economic and social-and the pro-
vision of a service works, and the number of
farmers who insist not only through their or-
ganisations. but also individualty that a service
works must be maintained in this Slate in the
interests of the primary industries, in particular
the cattle and sheep breeders of WA.

I wonder whether the Opposition is prepared
to set out its viiew on a service works and indi-
cate whether it is intending-if it ever gets the
opportunity-to dispose of Robb Jetty. it had
better come out and tell the farners just how it
feels about this and what its policies are in that
regard.

I reiterate the point that the figures indicate a
considerable reduction in disputation in the
meat industry, something which has been a
tremendous step forward for this State. [ join
with the Deputy Premier in condemning this
amendment and urge members to throw it out

MR LAURANCE (Gascoyne) [5.05 p-.in.:
What a pitiful attempt we have just seen by the
Minister for Agriculture to try to denounce our
amendment. The Government must be in a
very weak position indeed to put up this hap-
less Minister to defend its position. The
Government is throwing him to the wolves. I
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feel sorry for him. It is remarkable for the
Government to be seen to hide behind this
Minister when this industry is struggling from
crisis to crisis under his administration.

When we ask ourselves who is the most
powerful man in the agricultural portfolio
today, we have to say that it is Alex Payne, not
this Minister. Alex Payne pulls the strings and
this man jumps. Is that not a sad situation for a
Minister of the Crown?

We know the Government has said that he is
expendable. It does not know whether he will
survive the next election. He has been put on
the chopping block to try to justify the Govern-
ment's ineptitude in this matter because it
knows he is expendable. I feel sorry far him,
with his not being long for the Government
benches. This has been one of his last acts be-
fore his political demnise.

The Government has a terrible record when
one realises that it is an elected Government
which is unable to call the shots in an industry
that is at the moment being run entirely by the
Australasian Meat Industry Employees Union.
That is exactly what is happening. The Govern-
ment is standing by. It is fiddling while Rome
burns. If ever acere was a situation when a
solution should have been worked out, it was
here with the Thomas Bonthwick and Sons'
abattoir-

Let us consider all the circumstances
involved in the closure of Borthwicks. We had
an umpire, the Industrial Relations Com-
mission. The pantics went there and the com-
mission made a decision which the partlies went
along with. The company agreed. If members
look at the transcript of the case they will see
that the Industrial Relations Commission said
that the company bent over backwards to help.
It even provided documentary evidence of a
confidential nature which the commission said
was most surprising to have been made avail-
able. The commission said that it was unique
in its experience for a company to be prepared
to go so far as to discuss its own profitability in
order to explain to the workers what a difficult
situation it was in. The company put its cards
on the table and should be congratulated for
doing so.

The commission made its decision. The work
force generally accepted it. The company
agreed. The commission set the record straight
and arrived at a solution which was agreed to
by the work force. In those circumstances one
would think that a solution could have been
arrived at-

A solution could have been arrived at but for
one thing: We did not have a fair Government.
That was the only missing link. That is why this
amendment is before us today. We are not at-
tacking the people of Albany; we are supporting
them. So here we have the elements that were
required for a successful solution.

What got in the way? It was the AMIEU. The
Government Was limp-wristed and lily-livered.
It laid down before the AMIEU. The meat in-
dustry union dictated to the workers in Albany
and to this Government the terms and con-
ditions is considered to be acceptable. Other
terms and conditions were acceptable to the
workers and the company. This is the record of
industrial relations under this Government.

The Government crows about this record,
but let us look behind the statistics, What we
find is that this Government has no say at all in
industrial matters. It is the second rung of
government. The first rung of government in
this State is the militant unionists; they are the
ones who are leading the Government by the
nose. If they decide that a decision reached by
various parties is unacceptable, that decision
will not work and will not be accepted.

What should the elected Government do in
those circumstances? What it should do is to be
fair and listen to both sides of the argument. It
should adopt a rational and responsible
position.

But can the workers of this State rely on this
Government? No. Can the companies of this
State rely on this Government? No. In every
situation such as the one at Borthwicks, where
the various parties agree, where the workers
want to Continue and to overcome the prob-
lems, where the parties have come to an agree-
ment with the Industrial Relations Com-
mission, where the workers want to retain their
jobs, where they want the plant to be retained,
but where the union leaders decide that the
solution is not acceptable, the Government lies
down and does nothing.

That is the industrial record of this Govern-
ment, and trumpet as it might, there is no get-
ting away from those facts. If there had been a
dispute between the company and the work
force that could not be overcome and could not
be sorted out by the Industrial Relations
Commission one could expect the plant to
close. But the major panties, including the com-
mission, reached a compromise; it was not ac-
ceptable to the unions so it was not acceptable
to the Government.
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Let us look at the Government's position.
Apart from the Minister for Agriculture-who
can be discounted as a non-event because every
time he gets involved things get worse in the
agricultural industry-let us consider the Min-
ister for Industrial Relations. He goes from dis-
aster to disaster-"Disaster Dowding". He
made a hash of the Minerals and Energy port-
folio and got shifted to Town Planning. He
could not get his chopsticks in order and
foundered on the Chinese restaurant affair. He
had to be moved from that portfolio and has
gone right down to the Industrial Relations
portfolio. Now he is changing Houses in order
to get away from the Legislative Council where
he must be taking a battering. HeI is transferring
his unpopularity from one House to another.
We welcome him with open arms. As it will be
after the election when he gets here he will not
have a portfolio at all, but one is left to wonder
which shadow portfolio he will have when he
gets to this House.

Everything he has touched has turned rotten.
Why can he not stand up to the unions and say,
"We are going to accept a compromise situ-
ation"? The unions tell him every time what to
do. He is a lackey of the militant unionists.
Sure, he may have meetings in his office, but he
is hiding behind his desk waiting for
intructions from the unions. That is all one can
say about the charade the Deputy Premier went
on with when he spoke this afternoon. Why not
go to the work force and say, "I am an elected
member of the Government; I am here to see
people get a fair go; we are behind the Concili-
ation and Arbitration Commission, and if you
reach a decision it can be carried through"?
That does not happen at all. The Minister for
Industrial Relations ran away and hid in his
office. He said, "l can do only what the unions
tell me to do."

That is the disgraceful record of the Govern-
ment in relation to florthwicks and Albany.
The same thing will happen anywhere else a
dispute arises if the unions say so.

Let us look now at the second part of our
amendment which states that the Govern-
ment's handling of the Borthwicks dispute is
typical of its impotence in dealing with militant
unionism. We have example after example of
the Government running scared from militant
unionists in this State. The dispute at
Borthwicks fits the pattern, and it has been
amply demonstrated at Mudginberri. That is
another example of the workers wanting to
work, the Conciliation and Arbitration Com-
mission arriving at a decision to suit all parties,

and the union going out and picketing the
works. That had to stop. The Government
could not permit a situation in which people
who want to work are allowed to work. The
Government cannot have that! Not a dicta-
torial, socialist, totalitarian Government such
as we have here. It cannot allow workers to
work when they want to on terms which they
have decided. The workers might have some
say!

This is a socialist Government. Nothing is
too good for the representatives of the workers.
They are allowed to dictate termns to the
workers who are not allowed to reach a
compromise with the company and the Con-
ciliation and Arbitration Commission in re-
lation to their own work. Not this socialist
Government; jI has to bow to the wishes of one
or two people who say, "We will picket you if
you decide to work. You have to stop work.
You may be able to lower the cost of pro-
duction and earn a wage you want, but that will
never do." That would show other abattoirs are
running inefficiently. The unions could not
have that; it would not protect their position.
Who are the people the Government is protect-
ing?

Leave granted to continue speech at a later
stage of the sitting.

Debate thus adjourned.

TRANSPORT: PRIVATISATION
Personal Explanation

MR HASSELL (Cottesloe-Leadcr of the
Opposition) [5.15 p.m.]-by leave: In his
answer to question 66 on notice today the Min-
ister for Tran spo rt sai d t his--

I am sure the community, as [ do, see the
MTT as a worthwhile contributor to the
well-being of the people of Perth and are
amazed at the latest reported announce-
ment of the Opposition party's leader that
he intends to sell the city's public transport
system. I do not think the public will want
to turn back the clock of progress 28 year
to the previous decrepit system.

I am a very strong supporter of the policies we
are putting forward for privatisation in a num-
ber of areas, but I am simply amazed that since
I carefuI y explained some policy options-

Point of Order
Mr BRtAN BURKE: Far from making a per-

sonal explanation the Leader of the Opposition
is attempting to debate a matter which is not
rightly before the Chair. I would be the last to
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try to inhibit the Leader of the Opposition; that
is not generally in the interests of the Govern-
ment- But I do think that if personal expla-
nations are to be treated in this fashion we will
have a string of them which will confiscate
question time from the Opposition.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think the
Premier has a point. However, it is not for me
to preclude anybody from making a personal
explanation, and the House has given the
Leader of the Opposition an opportunity to
make such an explanation. However, I would
not like to see personal explanations utilised
for debating particular questions when other
opportunities are available to members. In
those circumstances I think the Leader of the
Opposition should very quickly draw his
remarks to a conclusion. Members in future
should consider very carefully when they ask
for the opportunity to use the time of the
House for personal explanations that they do so
for that purpose only.

Mr HASSELL: I thank you, Mr Deputy
Speaker, for the opportunity to complete what I
set out to say. It is a personal explanation. The
written answer given to the question is quite
wrong in its statement of what I said. I wish to
correct that and put on record that not only has
the Minister for Transport given a completely
wrong statement in an answer to a written
question as to something I said, but also the
Premier did the same in a radio programme on
Monday- They are both wrong, it should be
recorded-

IQueslians talken.I
Sitting suspended from 6.03 to 7.15 p.m.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: FIFTH DAY
Amendment to Motion

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of the
sitting-

MR LAUIRANCE (Gascoyne) [7.16 p.m.]-
Prior to the dinner suspension I indicated that
the whole Borthwicks dispute is typical of the
industrial relations record of this Government.
When one sees the capitulation of the Govern-
ment on that occasion, when one looks at some
of the other unsavoury characters who have
been supported and assisted by this Govern-
ment-like Mr Fagan, Mr Binstead, Mr J1. I-
O'Connor and others of that ilk-then I think
it is fair to say it is quite obvious that the path
we are treading with this Government is very
similar to that being followed in Sydney. It was
only yesterday that shootings took place in
Sydney between rival gangs of union thugs, and
I predict that exactly that situation will apply

here in Western Australia soon. These people
are above the law; even when the law convicts
them theyare let off by this Government. We
know that certain people who have been as-
sisted by this Government are industrial thugs.
They are people capable of such violence as
occureed in Sydney yesterday, and it will not be
very long, if this Government has its way, be-
fore there will be violence of that nature in our
State.

Mr Taylor You would love that.

Mr LAURANCE: Not at all. These are the
people the member supports, I have raised this
matter here in the Parliament before. Let us
take the situation of Mr Fagan, a person who
had a bad back, and who was convicted of
assault.

Mr Terry Burke: What about the amend-
ment?

Mr LAURANCE: I am talking to the second
part of the amendment-militant unionism
and the Government's impotence in dealing
with it. The Government is not only being im-
potent in dealing with these militants, but it is
actually supporting them. When it comes to a
dispute, the ordinary, decent working people of
this State are not supported by this Govern-
ment at all. But the thugs are, and even if they
are convicted by a court, they are let off by
'Nolle" Berinson! I predict that even if an in-
dustrial murder were committed in this State,
the perpetrator of that crime would be let off by
this Government. That is how bad this Govern-
ment is. That is what will happen-shots will
be fired in the night. We have seen such occur-
rences in Sydney between the BWIU and the
BLE, and we have seen the first signs of it here.
One has only to look at the "Free Norm" ban-
ners hanging on every building site in Perth;
one has only to see the Eureka Stockade flag
flying proudly from every building site. I be-
lieve it is treasonable to fly that flag. Govern-
ment members should demand that it be taken
down. 1 will tell members of an occasion on
which I saw that flag flying once before.

I saw that flag flying outside the US Navy
base at Exmouth 10 years ago at the end of a
long march. Demonstrators tore down a make-
shift flagpole with the Stars and Stripes flying
from it; they threw the Stars and Stripes flag on
the round and spat on it, defiled it, and set fire
to it- They put a Eureka Stockade flag in its
place.

Point of Order

Mr TAYLOR: What the member is saying
has no relevance to the amendment before the
Chair.
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The SPEAKER: On amendments like this I
am prepared to let members roam around to
cover points made by interjection. On this oc-
casion an interjection caused the member to
respond by way of the remarks he is making
now.

Debate (on amendment to motion) Resumed
Mr LAURANCE: I am speaking directly to

paragraph two of the amendment which deals
with the Government's capitulation to union
militants in this State. I repeat my point about
flying that flag on building sites being a
treasonable act.

It is interesting that while those demon-
strators years ago went to Exmouth to protest
against the US involvement there no violence
occurred until the Eureka Stockade flag was
flown and they defiled the United States flag.
Australian ex-servicemen, particularly those
who had served alongside US servicemen in
Vietnam, reacted violently against the demon-
strators because they defiled that country's flag.
It is defiling our country's flag to fly the Eureka
Stockade flag from our building sites with
"Free Norm" banners alongside it.

That is the sont of action this Government
condones. The amendment is logical and starts
by saying that when workers and management
go to the Conciliation and Arbitration Com-
mission and make an agreement satisfactory to
all parties this Government frustrates it be-
cause it toadies to union thugs. They are people
who are capable of carrying out the same sort
of militant, violent action we saw in Sydney
yesterday. Shots will be ringing around this city
barnre long if the Government does not take a
stand. This Government is elected to represent
the people, not the Fagans of this world. That
man Sean Fagan walked across a building site
and disrupted a concrete pour, costing thou-
sands of dollars. He then found he had a bad
back and went off on workers' compensation.
When he wanted to work for the Government
the then Public Works Department refused to
have anything to do with him. He is a ma-
lingerer, a trouble-maker and an industrial
thug.

Then the Premier told the department to em-
ploy him. I raised the matter two years ago.
The Government said, "No, we did not say he
had to be employed. The Premier did not say
that." The very next day a piece of paper
arrived at my office in Parliament House with
a copy of a letter sent to departmental heads
from the under Secretary for Works saying the
Premier had instructed that Mr Fagan must be
employed. He was employed for two days, this

industrial thug, and then went off for a year on
workers' compensation even though the Public
Works Department knew he had a record of
back trouble and had assaulted another union-
ist while on compensation for that troublle.

That is the sort of person the Government
protects, not the ordinary working mat It pro-
tects industrial thugs. Binstead is exactly the
same sont of person. This Government has
intervened to assist him in his tort It asit
those people if they attempt to take violent
action. That is exactly what will happen under
this Government. When violent action occurs.
as it must, it will be a natural consequence of
the course this Government is pursuing. It will
let the perpetrator off. That is what the At-
torney General will do; that is his record. A
person charged with an industrial crime in the
criminal court goes before the court and is
convicted-

Mr Bertram: Who was convicted?

Mr LAURAN CE: O'Connor was convicted
and he was let off.

Mr Bryce: He was not convicted.

Mr ]LAURANCE He was charged He uas
sent for trial and the Government let him off.
The Government would not let the process of
justice take its course. That is the truth.

Mr Bryce: Run as hard as you like; you are
going nowhere.

Mr LAURANCE: The Deputy Premier is go-
ing somewhere; the skids are firmly under him..
Despite his protestations and those of the
member behind him, the skids amr undeir the
Government. Members opposite have only to
read the polls to know that they ar history.
One of the reasons is that although members
opposite are elected as the Government of the
people, for the people, they stand for the
Pagans and Binsteads of this world. They are
the people who give the Government its in-
structions. If the Government is told to give
them a job it does so. If people like them com-
mit murder the Government would let them
off,

The people of Western Australa need to
understand that that is the Government's
record in industrial relations. That is what will
occur because everyone wiUl realise that the
Government is not prepared to stand up for the
ordinary working man in this State. The Minis-
ter's record is pathetic in half a dozen different
portfolios. The Government keeps shifting him
around, but no matter how often he is shifted
the Government will not get a credible record
on industrial relations.
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MR D. L,. SMITH (Mitchell) (7.27 p.m.]:
Somne rain must be Calling in the Carnarvon
area because the mud in the Gascoyne has been
brought down here. It is typical of what we
have come to expect from the Opposition.
Members opposite have slung insults and tried
to heap mud on the Government to build their
mud castles, hoping somehow or other it will
look impressive. But at no stage during the
whole of this debate have they suggested how
they would have handled the Borthwicks mat-
ter in a different way.

Rather than take their approach I want to
look at the substance of the amendment. I have
quite a degree of sympathy for the mover of the
amendment, the member for Albany. In my
view he is a decent, well-motivated fellow-

Mr Laurance: Don't be so patronising.
Mr D. L. SMITH: Unfortunately his position

in the Opposition seems to be lowly regarded,'
as do his arguments. When one looks at the
member for Albany and compares him with
some members who occupy the front benches
on the other side one is left wondering why he
has been passed over and is not sitting on the
front bench. He was the only nomination for
preselection for his seat, yet the Opposition-

Point of Order
Mr LAURANCE: A point of order was

raised a few minutes ago that the subject mat-
ter was not relevant to the debate. The Speaker
ruled that it was. My point of order is that the
preselection procedures for the seat of Albany
have precious little to do with the amendment
before the House.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Burkett):
Enough tolerance has been shown to both sides
in the debate that has taken place on this issue
this afternoon and this evening and I am pre-
pared to allow the member for Mitchell to con-
tinue on the line he is presently taking.

Debate (on amendmnent to motion) Resumed
Mr D. L. SMITH: Members on this side of

the House are left wondering why, as the only
candidate his re-indorsement was not approved
and nominations were recalled in the hope that
the Liberal Party could attract another candi-
date. It was only when no other candidate came
forward that the Liberal Party endorsed his
nomination. The relevance of that is the Lib-
eral Party's treatment of the member for
Albany parallels its treatment of Albany. I re-
gard Albany as being one of the most attractive
and most likely to be developed areas of West-

em Australia, vet every time I have been to
Albany, except over the last 12 months, I have
been confronted by a total loss of morale in the
local business community.

Mr Watt: Haven't you been there in the last
12 months?

Mr D. L. SMITH: I have been and I will tell
the House about my findings in due course.

The lack of morale in Albany has resulted
from the treatment of Albany by successive
conservative Governments during the nine
years prior to the Burke Government coming
into office. The Opposition's appreciation of
Albany, its problems and its people seem to
parallel its treatment of the member for
Albany.

With regard to paragraph 2 of the amend-
ment with which the member for Gascoyne
dealt for some time, I do not wish to say more
than this: The history of both the Federal and
State Labor Governments' performance shows
that the number of strikes and the loss of time
incurred through strikes is the lowest for a
number of years. It is almost half that which
prevailed under the preceding Liberal Govern-
ment.

Several members interjected.
Mr D. L. SMITH. The cry goes up from the

other side that the Government is giving in to
unions. If this Government had given in to
unions one would expect the growth in real
wages in this State and nationally over the last
two years to be quite out of proportion to that
which precded it. In fact, the growth in wages
under Labor Governments has slowed ri~ht
down as pant of the national accord and this
has seen the economy of this nation and this
State improve dramatically. The State and Fed-
eral Governments have directed the economy
on a path which has resulted in international
economists saying that the Australian economy
is the one most likely to grow this year, even
though we have had record growth over the last
two years.

Mr Blaikie: That is why farmers are going
broke.

Mr D. L. SMITH: I am pleased that the
member for Vasse raises the matter of the state
of the agricultural economy because it has a
great deal to do with the position of
Borthwicks. The problems that confronted
Borthwieks have a great deal to do with those
problems facing the abattoir industry in West-
ern Australia. The main problem has been the
fall in numbers of cattle, sheep, and pigs being
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processed through the abattoirs. As a result Of
this lack of throughput none of the abattoirs
can work efficiently Or operate profitably.

Let us refer to the statistics to ascertain when
the fall-off in numbers of cattle, sheep, and pigs
being processed through abattoirs, occurred. I
intend to ask for the incorporation in H-a nsard
of the cattle figures shown in a graph prepared
by the Australian Bureau of Statistics. The
graph shows the meat and milk cattle numbers
in Western Australia for the period 1965 to
1984. It can be seen from the graph that the
cattle numbers peaked in 1976 which was
about two years after the previous Liberal
Government came into office in this State.
After 1976 there was a dramatic downturn in
numbers which continued unabated until 1983-
84 when the rate of increase started to fall off.
Most members in this House will know that the
1984-85 figures will show an increase in cattle
numbers.

The reason the fall-off occurred in 1976 was
that there was no profit for farmers in beef
production. Beef prices were at their lowest for
a number of years in 1976 and that caused a
massive turn-off of cattle from farms which
resulted in profits for the abattoirs, but none
for beef farmers. This situation continued un-
abated until this Labor Government came into
office. However, a number of abattoirs and
farmers were facing insolvency when the Burke
Government took office.

In the same document as the statistics to
which I have referred is shown a similar situ-
ation with'regard to sheep and pig numbers.
The reason for the rapid fall-off in sheep num-
bers is that no-one could make money out of
sheep and wool under the previous Liberal
Government and farmers bad to resort to crop-
ping programmes, which led to the downfall of
farmners in the wheatbelt. Farmers had to crop
more of (heir properties and reduce the number
of sheep they ran.

Mr Bradshaw: Are you saying that the pre-
vious Liberal Government caused the
downturn?

Mr D. 1. SMITH: I am saying that they are
the things which happened while the previous
Liberal Government was in office. The prob-
lem began in 1976 and from then until 1983 no
action was taken by the Liberal Government to
try to save this industry. The reason for this
was that the previous Government believed it
should not intervene in any industry including
the rural industry but it should sit back and let
free enterprise take care of itself. They watched

the industry slip into bankruptcy and this has
resulted in the closure of many abattoirs. The
previous Government sat back and listened to
its city-based advisers saying that everything
was all right in the Terrace and that it should
not worry about the bush.

Let us refer to what this Government has
done in country areas. In Bunbury it has estab-
lished the South West Development Authority,
and has given it financial muscle and man-
power to enable it to do the job it is doing. The
Government has set about producing for
Albany the same sort of policy documents that
gave us 'Bunbury 2000" and this will set
Albany afire with development. If a Labor can-
didate is elected to represent Albany at the next
election this Government can set about doing
in Albany what it has done in Bunbury.

If one looks at the country areas of Western
Australia one can ask: What is different about
Esperance? It has Labor representation. What
is different about Geraldton? It has Labor rep-
resentation. What is different about Port
Hedland, Karratha and Kalgoorlie? All the
prosperous areas in rural Western Australia
have Labor representatives and they are all
working hard for their electorates. I certainly
will not forget about Mandurah, because it is
the fastest growing centre in Western Australia.

I refer to another interesting quote from the
Australian Bureau of Statistics for 1983-84. It
shows that the number of producers in the agri-
cultural industry rose by two per cent; that is,
from 16 918 at 31 March 1983 to 17 200 at 31
March 1984, thus reversing the steady decline
which had occurred since 31 March 1980.

So in 1984, the first year of Labor Govern-
ment, the number of farmers working the land
increased by two per cent, the first increase
after a steady decline over the preceding three
years. One might wonder why, with the cries
coming from the rural sector, people are being
attracted back into farming. It is because over
the last two years, beef prices have been as high
as they have heen for over the last 10 years and
beef farmers are making a profit at long last.
The returns for Western Australian dairy
farmers in 1983-84 were as high as for any
dairy farmers in Australia.

This Government, as a result of the inquiry
into the Lamb Marketing Board and the meat
industry generally, has been taking positive
steps to advance the interests of the beef indus-
try. It has established the herd improvement
service at Bunbury, something which was not
done by the previous Government. Under the
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previous Government there was an organis-
ation called the Aitificial Breeding Board. flat
had to be abandoned in place of the Herd Im-
provemneri Service

There has been the effective depreciation of
the Australian dollar, which has produced
higher returns for all farmers involved in the
export area The reason for the depreciation of
the Australian dollar was the terrible economic
policies of the previous Liberal Government in
Canberra.

Let us look at the Budget which has just been
announced. After years of representations to
previous conservative Governments, the Fed-
eral Government has abandoned the dual in-
spection system for export abattoirs, thus
producing savings and economies for the ex-
port abattoir industry-the industry in which
Borthwicks were involved. If there had been
those sorts of improvement, that sort of atten-
lion to the economy of the industry,
Borthwicks would have been saved; Borthwicks
would still be operating. The present position is
the result of years of neglect and lack of action
and interest by a city-based panty, the Liberal
Party.

The other aspect of the Federal Budget has
been the reduction in the cost of diesel fuel
which farmers use. There has been a reduction
in the cost of inmported headers, changing them
from a tariff item to a subsidy item.

Mr MacKinnon: What about the fact that
petrol has gone up l0c per litre, and it is still
going up?

Mr D. L. SMITH: Petrol has gone up due to
an import parity system devised by the pre-
vious Federal Liberal Government.

In the bush over the last 12 months there has
been a sudden realisation on the part of the
rural community that the Liberal Party has let
it down, that the Country Party has let it down,
and the people involved are having to go out
and provide their own fighting fund because
they believe they cannot get service from the
Liberal and Country Parties whom they
traditionally regarded as their allies.

Look at the relationship between Ian Sinclair
and [an McLachlan. Why is it Canners have to
raise $2 million to do their own fighting? Why
is it they are talking about fonning their own
political parties? It is because they have come
to an appreciation they have had no service
from the Liberal and Country Parties, and they
are still a little afraid of the Labor Party be-
cause of the traditional hatredts members op-
posite have tried to inculcate over a number of

year-s. Farmers are gradually coming to a
realisation that this Government is doing all
right.

Let us look at irrigation changes in my own
electorate. These are an essential component of
beef and milk production. Under the previous
Liberal Government those charges escalated by
about 100 per cent in the space of four years. In
the three years of this Labor Government, in
the first year the increase was 16 per cent, in
the second year nothing, and this year it was a
three per cent increase. Farmers know they are
getting good representation and they know they
are getting good government.

Profitability is returning to the fanning in-
dustry with the result that farmers are now in-
creasing their stock numbers, and with the
increased numbers there will be a return to
profitability for those who are left in the abat-
toir industry. This support for the rural com-
munity has not just been in the Bunbury area
but also in the wheatbelt areas with the
deregulation of transport for wool and part
deregulation for fuel. These are all things where
those in the country with open minds know we
have done these things which are of benefit to
them- Farmers are starting to return to farm-
ing, as is evidenced by the statistics I read out
in relation to the number of farmers in 1983-
84.

Inside the next three years, after we arc
returned and farmers have forgotten about the
malice, the dissnsion, and the ructions from
members on the other side of the House-their
only policy is trying to introduce conflict.
Whether it is between black and white or be-
tween red and blue, that is the standard mode
of operation for the Opposition: To sow dissen-
sion so that no-one will realise it has no poli-
cies When an appreciation of that fact occurs
there will be an even larger number of country
people represented by good Labor members.

I oppose the amendment. I ask leave to lay
the graphs to which I have referred on the
Table for the attention of members.

The paper was tabled for the information of
members.

MER BRADSHAW (Murray-Wellington)
(7.46 p.m.]: I support the amendment. It is an
amendment which certainty has some
substance and some of the points brought out
are quite relevant to the Town of Albany in
particular.

The member for Mitchell has just carried on
about how great the Labor Party has been to
the rural people of Western Australia- It is of
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interest that a couple of months ago the Minis-
ter for Agriculture was down in Dardanup. The
fiarmers there said they had never been worse
off than they are under a Labor Government.
The member for Mitchell represents a (arming
area, but he has the deceit to come here and say
that the people in the country areas-

Mr Pearce: You should talk about deceit.
You have been dishonestly making staements
about the schools which are likely to be built in
your area.

Mr BRADSHAW: I have not. I have only put
out Press releases on evidence I have had or on
letters I have received.

Mr Pearce: You were givena a statement by
my director of planning to say a school was
being considered at Cliftor. Park and you put
out a statement to say one would be built.

Several members intrjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr BJRADSHAW: I am not talking about

schools in my electorate at this moment.
Sevz r-al members inteijected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The House will come

to order. The member for Murray-Wellington
has the call; no-one else.

Mr BRADSH-AW: Perhaps we can return to
the subject in hand- The Deputy Premier
earlier this afternoon carried on in his usual
waffling way to try to distract members from
the real issue coming up with no substance in
his tlvk on this amendment. He is trying in his
usual fashion to denigrate and put down die
Opposition. There is no substance whatsoever
to back up his statements.

It is quite interesting that the member for
Mitchell mentioned ahattoirs and the fact that
cattle numbers have gone down. I agree with
him that cattle numbers are down, and it is
largely because militant members of the
AMIEU are not prepared to come up with a
compromise or a reasonable solution so that
the people in Albany can return to work. It
makes one wonder at the mentality of some of
these people.

The Government has no real worry or con-
cern for the people of Albany. Government
members come into this place and play their
charades and claim that they are definitely
worried about Albany and its people, but they
have given little help in the problem of keeping
the Borthwicks abattoir open. It is too bad that
the reputation of this State will suffer overseas,
and it is too bad about the effects the closure of
Borthwicks. will have on the town of Albany.

The militant unionists have been trying to pull
the wool over the eyes of the Albany workers by
saying, "You are doing the wrong thing by
keeping the abattoir open." The fact is that the
abattoir must be kept going if workers are to
have jobs and the ir wives and children are to be
kept in a style of living which they are entitled
to enjoy in Western Australia, or Australia for
that matter. It is too bad that the militant
unionists have had their way and it is sad that
this Government is prepared to back the union
without trying to solve some of the problems of
Albany by com promise.

Borthwicks have been running at a monu-
mental loss; the signing by the workers of a no-
strike clause for two years would perhaps have
enabled the company to run into the black.

Mr Watt: The no-strike clause was
recomnmended by the Conciliation and Arbi-
tration Commission.

Mr BRADSHAW: As the member for Albany
says, it was recommended by the Conciliation
and Arbitration Commission. However, the
union will not accept what the commission
recommended. 11 decided to go out on strike
and it was too bad that the workers had to put
up with being hoodwinked.

It is possible that they were not hoodwinked
into believing the union's lie. It may have been
that the workers were intimidated into striking.
This seems to happen quite often in these
voting situations. People are not game to put
up their hands and vote the wrong way. [ am
sure that if a secret ballot had been held at
Albany people would certainly be working at
Borthwicks today; I am certain that most
workers would have preferred to work instead
of going on strike. A similar situation occurred
at Harvey- People were not prepared to brave
the intimidation of a union picket line. Again,
another example would be the situation in
Bunbury in which some of the waterside
workers went on strike. The port was shut
down because the fellows who tied up the ships
would not do their work. What did the Govern-
ment do? The Minister for Industrial Relations
went down to Albany to sort the whole thing
out and merely managed to prolong the strike
because he sided with the union over what the
Conciliation and Arbitration Commission had
recomnmended.

It is interesting that last night the Waterside
Workers Federation halted loading live sheep.
The members of the union did so for a pathetic
reason-it began to rain. They had only 300
sheep to load onto the ship and, as they can
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load up to 4 000 or 5 000 sheep a day, that
represented only five or 10 minutes' work. It
started to rain so the waterside workers decided
to knock off for the night.

Mr Parker: They are entitled to do so under
the award; it was not a strike.

Mr BRADSHAW: Whatever the situation,
they stopped work 10 minutes before they
could have finished loading the ship. This
meant that the truck drivers had to take those
sheep back to the feeding lots and unload them,
and load them again this morning. I noticed
that there were 12 to 14 semitrailers loading
sheep this morning. I daresay that the sheep
could have been loaded by 10 o'clock this
morning, but it was still pathetic that it took
another 24 hours to do the loading.

Mr Parker: Maybe that law should be
changed, but it is currently the law under the
Conciliation and Arbitration Commission.

Mr BRADSH-AW: Nevertheless, the men
stopped work late yesterday and did not start
loading until 10.00 a.m. While we have this
sort of disruption to the loading of our export
products, the credibility of this State goes
down. Costs, on the other hand, are going up all
the time and, in particular, court costs are at
record levels. The people of this State are pay-
ing for it.

The Government says that the Minister for
Industrial Relations had to go to Albany. What
a lot of rubbish! Admittedly, the Workers Of
Borthwicks may have wished to have a consul-
tation in Perth while the Conciliation and Arbi-
tration Commission tried to talk some sense
into their heads and to talk them into going
back to work. The workers are not the only
ones who will suffer. Their wives and children
and the town of Albany itself, not to mention
our reputation overseas, also will suffer.

I support the amendment.
MR WILLIAMS (Clontarf) 18.00 p.m.]: I

support the amendment moved by the member
for Albany.

Mr Pearce interjected.
Mr WILLIAMS:. Here we go again: The pa-

thetic and anaemnic body with its rapidly mov-
ing, big mouth! Why does the Minister for Edu-
cation not just concentrate on his job? He is the
most unpopular Minister for Education in sev-
eral decades. He criticises everyone else when
lie should be concentrating on his own work.

Prior to the last election we were flooded
with a tirade of comments from the then Oppo-
sition, the present Government, telling the elec-

tors that if Labor were elected to power it
would keep prices down, and it would ensure
industrial harmony and a lessening of indus-
trial disputations. They were the promises
Labor made to the community, but what has
transpired since it was elected to Government?

The fortunes of politics happened to be on
Labor's side, because when it came to office a
wage restraint package was working perfectly
and helping to slow down inflation. However,
as soon as it gained office the MT-T workers
decided to tr;' on the Government. They said
that unless they got a wage in-
crease-notwithstanding the wage
restraint-they would go on strike. The
Government capitulated straightaway and gave
them $14 a week, and there was no strike. Sur-
prise, surprise! So much for Wage restraint. The
unions had taken over straightaway

What was the next thing the Government
decided to do? The previous Government had
decided to deregister the Builders Labourers
Federation, and in conjunction with the Feder-
al Government and the Victorian Govcrmnent
it had acted to ensure that proceedings were
taken against that union. But what happened
under this Government? It decided to with-
draw from the deregistration proceedings. This
Labor Government, this upholder of law and
order and decency, withdrew from that
deregistration proposal directed at the BLF.
What an absolute disgrace. By so doing it gave
the union thugs, those fellows who love their
fisticuffs, the go-ahead to do what they wanted
to do, which was to go into the workplace and
do their damnedest.

Mr Dans, the Minister for Induistrial Re-
lations at the time, decided to refuse to act on
the provisions of the then Industrial Arbi-
tration. Act which would protect the people in
the workplace. This meant that the unions
could use their standover tactics and demand
that people join unions and do everything else
they wanted done. When a worker dared to
complain, what should have happened is that
inspectors should have been sent out to inquire
into the complaints. However, Mr Dans de-
cided that was not on. When he was asked in
another place why he was not sending out in-
spectors, he replied, "I will not use that filthy
legislation." What an absolute disgrace.

The Labor Government then decided to in-
troduce its Industrial Relations Bill. We all
know that that Bill was written by Mr Jim
McGinty and other union advisers to the
Government. It was a Bill designed to give con-
trol of the workplace to the militant union
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leaders; it was designed to destroy
subcontractors and to render contracts
virtually useless.

The Government also endeavoured to repeal
a part of the existing Act which had protective
sections in it to cater for standover tactics in
the workplace, but fortunately our people in
another place decided that move was unaccept-
able.

I move now to comment on Mr John
O'Connor from the union movement and the
case of a zruckdriver in Geraldton. What a dis-
graceful incident that was. There we were with
Mr O'Connor virtually charged and indicted
for threatening the truckdriver, when what do
members think happened? As soon as the
Labor Government came to power, Mr
Berinson said, "No, a charge against Mr
O'Connor will create too much industrial dis-
putation, so I will withdraw it." That gave the
unions immunity from the law. It gave militant
union leaders a licence to embark on standover
tactics and to carry on in their usual way.

Consider the next incident in which Mr
O'Connor was involved; that is, the Argyle dis-
pute, a dispute between two unions. Although
the workers had the backing of the Industrial
Relations Commission, Mr O'Connor called
them out on strike and for weeks there were
industrial problems caused by bloody-minded
union organisers, and this on one of the largest
and most important projects in the State. These
are the sorts of things the State has had to put
up with since Labor came to power.

The Building Workers Industrial Union has
run riot since then. The whole object of this
union is to break down the subcontracting
system. If the subcontractors can be broken the
union will have complete control. To try to
achieve this end the union members went on
strike and bullied subcontractors. Do members
remember the incident at Safety Bay where the
unionists went on-site and pushed down half of
a brick wall? Mr Todd from that union
assaulted one of the decent workers and was
eventually charged and fined $700 for his
troubles. This is the sort of thuggery these
people get up to.

I might add that at this stage while all this
was going on the Government did nothing; it
stood back and did absolutely nothing.

Mr Barnett: Was the man charged and fined?
Mr WILLIAMS: Yes.

Mr Barnett: Then you can't say that nothing
was done.

Mr WILLIAMS: But the Government did
nothing to stop these incidents. The police took
action, not the Government.

Mr Tonkin: What else should we have done?
Mr WILLIAMS: The Government should

have stepped in and pulled the unions into gear
and told them to behave themselves. But the
Government did not do that; it let the unions
carry on willy-nilly.

Let us now consider Mr Binstead, this man
with the terrible reputation who has caused all
sorts of delays on the technical school site and
at airport buildings. His stance is opposed by
building supervisors and leading hands at his
latest site. They do not want him on the site.
But what happened? The Minister decided it
was not correct that he should be sacked, so he
had him reinstated.

Mr Bradshaw: Of course, not because he is a
union official!

Mr WILLIAMS: Of course not.
So again the unions are in control But the

Government fell into a bit of a hole here be-
cause the other workers opposed his reinstate-
ment. The Government ignored them. All the
decent workers have now sent Mr Binstead to
Coventry, The supervisors and the leading
hands have done the same. Do members know
how this man gets paid if he is on site? He has
to be paid by courier because the other decent
workers will not handle his pay.

At present he is on 1 '/z weeks' leave. Do
members know why? It is so he cannot inter-
rupt concrete pours because the men have to
get on with the job. What a disgrace this is. I
believe the leading hands and foremen had a
meeting on site to see what they could do about
Mr Binstead. The Builders Labourers Feder-
ation bully boys, with their tin helmets and
hammers in their belts, attended in force and
the decent people became scared and closed the
meeting. They held a meeting in secret else-
where. That shows the extent to which the BLE
will go and the sort of people who are running
that union.

Somebody said the number of strikes had
been reduced since the Burke Government
came to office. The facts are these: From I
February to 9 July this year 65 full days have
been lost through strike action in the metro-
politan area. There have been 110 interrup-
lions to building sites by the BLF amounting to
65 Cull days. One can imagine the loss of wages
to decent workers who have been stood down
because the bullies decided they were going to
strike.
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It is not only the builders who lose work, but
also the suppliers. When it is considered in the
long run over a 12 month period, such action
has an effect on the cost of building. The cost
goes up because of the continual strikes. That
affects the consumer's ability to buy. As a result
more money is taken out of circulation and
that is reflected in consumer spending. So it has
an adverse effect right down the line, and it is
affecting the Western Australian economy
today. This is all because of the nonsense of the
BLF. It is time that union's militancy was
broken.

I would like to conclude by referring to the
Bunbury Port Authority. After the Federal Ar-
bitration Commissioner, Mr Coleman, gave a
ruling that all members on the site were to be
AWU members there was a scene at Bunbury
with one Minister saying, "Yes, they should be
members of the AWU"', and another Minister
saying at the same meeting, "No, they should
be members of the Waterside Workers Feder-
ation."

Mr Grill: That is absolute rubbish!

Mr WILLIAMS: I have touched a nerve be-
cause that is precisely what happened; they
could not decide. The matter is likely to flare
up again this week; it is not settled.

Mr Taylor You would Jove that!

Mr WILLIAMS: Of course not. We want
people to work. We do not want strikes; we will
not have a bar of them. Members opposite are
carrying on because we have struck a nerve; we
are ramming it home. The BLF and the non-
sense the Government is allowing it to get away
with will cost the Government the next elec-
tion. When we get back into Government we
will meet the BLF head-on if necessary and
clean it up so that this is a decent society to live
in where people can work in peace.

MR MeNEE (Mt Marshall) [8.15 p.m.]: I did
not think I would have to stand up in this
House and point out this Government's record
again. It has been mentioned several times
tonight, but I repeat that the Government
stands for the bully boys. They have all been
named this evening. The Government also
stands for jobs for the boys, and there are
plenty of them. It has shown the public where it
stands; there is no doubt of that.

There exists in the community a despon-
dency the like of which I have never seen.
There is a will out there, too, which says that
the people want to get rid of this Government.

The Government does not stand for the people;
it stands for the union bullies and jobs for the
boys. Let there be no mistake about that.

The member for Mitchell carried on at length
about the Australian Bureau of Statistics fig-
ures. But when he was speaking about falling
sheep numbers in the 1970s he did not say that
they were the driest years the State had seen.
People could not feed the sheep, so naturally
the sheep numbers decreased because that situ-
ation was forced on Carmens. It almost
happened again this year, and unfortunately it
has happened in some areas. it was almost a
bigger disaster than presently ex ists.

The Government has attempted to blast
Borthwicks and paint the company as the bad
boys. Of course the Government is up to its old
tricks of bashing the bosses again. 1 doubt very
much that the Government can get away with
that because it cannot make its case stick. If
Government members had any intelligence
they would not try to make it stick because
Rorthwicks is a company well experienced in
butchering and the operation of abattoirs. Was
it not strange, if the company planned to close
the abattoir, that it did not move the meat out
first? I would have thought that a company
with its experience would most certainly move
the meat first if it intended to close the abat-
toir. flat would be the first stage of the oper-
ation, but the company did not do that. Was it
not interesting to note that when it reached the
decision that it had to close the abattoir it
asked for a no-strike clause? It asked Payne and
his gangsters to go to work and stay at work. Is
that too much for an employer to ask of an
employee who is receiving four or five weeks'
holidays, 17.5 per cent annual leave loading,
and a workers' compensation arrangement
which is generous in every respect? Is it too
much for an employer to ask a prospective em-
ployee that he turn up for work each day? Is
that too much? According to the Government
it is.

It is not surprising to learn about the attitude
th at peopl e have towards th is Govern ment.

When forth wicks wanted to move their meat
from their works, what did Mr Payne say? I
weonder whether members of the Government
know what he said. He said that he would see
the meat rot before he permitted the abattoir to
shift it. HeI is the man this Government sup-
ports--a Government which consists of a left-
wing socialist crowd temporarily running the
State. Members of the Government are the
type of people who support those sorts of
people.
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The Government said it was not interested
when the Opposition wanted to debate the
Mudginberri dispute. It also did not agree that
an employer should make arrangements with
an employee concerning employment and that
such problems were a long way away. The
Government conveniently forgot the utterances
of its friend, Mr Payne, but of course it would
do, because it is a supporter of his and it has to
dance to his tune. As I have said before, Mr
Payne is the organ grinder and Government
members are the monkeys and they will con-
tinue to dance as long as Mr Payne grinds the
organ.

Mr Pearce: Tell us about parity pricing.

Mr McNEE: I do not think Government
members should speak too loudly about the
price of fuel. I do not think they should talk
about parity pricing either. In fact, if I were a
member of the Government I would hang my
head in shame if it wanted to talk about the
price of petrol. I remind the House that mem-
bers of the Labor Party came into my electorate
prior to the last election and, among promises
of water schemes and other schemes, they said
that the price of petrol in country areas would
be reduced if the Labor Party was elected to
Government. In fact, they said that a Labor
Government would ensure that the price of pet-
rol in the country would be equal to the price of
petrol in the city. We know what happened. We
also know what happened to interest rates. In
fact, the Government increased interest rates
and the price of fuel and let us not forget that-

Mr Pearce: What about parity pricing?

Mr McNEE: I would rather talk about petrol
pricing. It is an important matter and this
Government has done nothing about reducing
the price of petrol. We came to this Parliament
to pass special legislation-

Mr Court: What about the price of veg-
etables?

Mr MeNEE: The price of vegetables in the
Pilbara is shot to bits. I think the hurricane
lamp will be burning quite brightly in the
Pilbara-there is no doubt about that.

However, I ask whether we should dwell on
petrol prices or on this Government's perform-
ance in other areas. Let us look at this Govern-
ment' s performance in regard to interest rates,
because it is very interesting. We have the
highest interest rates on record.

Point of Order
Mr EVANS: This is becoming unbearable.

Surely it has nothing to do with the amend-
ment before the House.

The SPEAKER: I refer the Minister for
Agriculture to the often-spoken words of a
Speaker: He might have a point of view, but he
has not got a point of order.

Debate (on amendment to motion) Resumed
Mr MeNEE: It appears that the Minister for

Agriculture has not got the message because
what I am saying has a lot to do with the
amendment. I am referring to the Govern-
ment's contribution to the direct loss of more
than 350 jobs in the Albany region and that is
only the beginning. I have also been talking
about high interest rates which will cause more
lost jobs. Only yesterday I spoke to two
businessmen from my electorate who told me
that they wI have to close their businesses
before Christmas and as a result a number of
people will be out of work. Of course, the num-
ber certainly will not be as high as the number
of people out of work in the Albany region as a
result of the closure of Borthwicks.

The reason for businesses closing relates back
to the feeling of despondency in the com-
munity about which I spoke earlier. Let us look
at the Government's contribution to the
downturn in the Albany region. Surely the Min-
ister for Agriculture has the message that he is
presiding over the worst crisis the agricultural
industry has ever experienced. Unfortunately,
from the Minister's actions he still has not got
the message.

People who believe that farmers have been
treated fairly by the Federal Government
would be surprised to learn that only yesterday
I spoke to farmers about the petrol bonus they
will receive from the Government. One farmer
told me he would receive $400 and another
told me he would receive $600. However, they
will be required to pay the dumping duly on
DAP fertiliser which will be in the order of
$3 500. That is the sort of assistance this
Government and the Federal Government is
giving the farmers, yet the Minister sits in his
seat and utters platitudes about his understand-
ing of the rural industry and has the temerity to
suggest that what I am saying has nothing to do
with the amendment. It has plenty to do with
the amendment and this Government com-
pletely fails to understand the situation which
prevails. However, the Opposition will keep
working away at the Government until it does
understand.
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Government members do not appreciate that
the rural industry is really at the crossroads and
needs some support. They must turn their at-
tention away from the union thugs and forget
about jobs for the boys. Those people trying to
provide real jobs in this country must be given
help.

The Government fails to understand that
Borthwicks killed between 360 000 to 3 70 000
sheep annually and that its closure has
effectively taken another competitor out of the
market. As a result, that takes another buyer
out of the market and it also lessens the compe-
titian between those people who have stock for
sale.

The best one can say about the sheep market
is that it is holding its ground. One of the prob-
lems confronting it is that there is not a great
deal happening in the export trade, and that
brings me to another interesting point: The re-
cent inquiry by the Senate committee into the
export of live sheep resulted in some classic
recommendations.

This Government no doubt will support it.
Unfortunately there were no Liberals on that
Select Committee; perhaps there should have
been. It suggested that the holding pens and
feed lots should be covered and that carriers
should be overhauled or withdrawn. They will
be withdrawn and they will find another mar-
ket.

It was suggested also that the people should
be employed as Australian stockmen, and the
Australian stockmen, of course, would be
required to join the Seamens Union. They
would then be wider the control of the same
bashers that we have been discussing this even-
ing. I do not think they would have a great deal
of success, but these are the problems with
which this industry is faced.

I would like to point out to the Government
that it has almost certainly failed in its duty to
the people of Western Australia, and more par-
ticularly, to those people in the region of
Albany, where no doubt the economy will be
greatly depreciated by something like $5
million a year in lost wages. That will have a
very serious effect on the area and a deleterious
effect on the entire region. Not only 350 jobs
will be lost, but a considerable number more
will be in jeopardy.

Government members have failed to make
contact by visiting the town. Whilst in London
the Premier could have contacted the
principals of the company, but he made no
attempt to do so. It would seem to me the

Government has decided it is in its best
interests, and perhaps in Mr Payne's too, to
ensure that Borthwicks' abattoir is closed. The
Government has made a futile effort to say that
was Borthwicks' wish, but I am sure that is not
the wish of the company and this Government
must stand condemned for the lack of action
taken in the Borthwicks dispute.

I support the amendment.

MR CASH (Mt Lawley) [8.32 p.m.]: I rise to
support the amendment moved by the member
for Albany. We have heard a condemnation of
this Government for its handling of industrial
relations. The problem we have is in having the
Government recognise that 350 employees at
Albany have lost their jobs as a result of the
inaction of this incompetent Government.
Much as that hurts the Government to hear, it
remains a fact. It will be placed on the record
books of the Western Australian Parliament.

Mr Wilson: Beat it up!
Mr CASH: I do not have to beat it up, I am

stating facts which regrettably help neither the
Government nor the Opposition. They cer-
tainly did not help the people of Albany who
have lost their jobs as a result of the inaction of
this Government.

Mr Speaker, you will recall that for some
years Borthwicks made it very clear to the
union members who worked in their industry
that the company was suffering a fairly tight
operation and it was certainly not making
profits. it invited the unions from time to time
to discuss working conditions with them, and I
understand a certain amount of progress was
made in that area.

Recently, Borthwicks' London head office
reviewed the Albany operation and it became
absolutely clear that if the unions were to con-
tinue in the vein that they had in the past,
Borthwicks' Albany operations would have to
close. As a result of that, Borthwicks' manage-
ment in Albany called in the unions.

Alex Payne is the general secretary Or presi-
dent of the Australasian Meat Industry Em-
ployees Union. He was invited to discuss, with
senior management of Borthwicks, just where
the company and the unions-and when I say
the unions I mean the 350 employees-were
going, or where they would end up if there was
not some sort of spirit of negotiation or
compromise in this deal.

Borthwicks went as far as opening their
books to the unions to make it quite clear that
the company was suffering financial losses. It
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was obvious, as a result of the pressure being
applied by the London head office, that that
loss could not be sustained for a lengthy period.

Mr Pearce: Are you supporting high-rise de-
velopments on the Scarborough foreshore?

Mr CASH: It is typical of the Minister for
Planning, that as I stand here and make the
point of the Government's incompetence in the
Albany crisis, he should want to raise the issue
of high-rise buildings in Scarborough. I shall
respond to his interjection, recognising it is not
part of the amendment, but I will make the
point to the Minister for Planning, that before
he talks about high-rise development in
Scarborough, he should get his facts straight as
to who was supporting high-rise buildings in
Scarborough before the last election.

Several members interjected.
The Minister for Minerals and Energy is

quite right. Every time the matter came before
the Stirling City Council, I supported it. The
Minister for Planning should recognise that
certain members of his Government also
supported high-rise development in
Scarborough, but others came into this place
and denied the support that they had given in
another place.

The Minister should not start talking about
high-rise development when he does not know
his facts. He has had enough troubles and made
enough mistakes in the last couple of weeks to
last him a lifetime.

The Minister will recall that The West
Australian newspaper recently reported that the
Minister had forgotten to attend a particular
function because he had slept in. For a Mints-
ter of the Crown-

Mr Blaikie: That is how they run the State.
Mr CASH: That is quite right. Albany is a

typical example of how wrong things are going.
Another example that the House should rec-

ognise is the fact that the Minister for Planning
has for some time tried to bring pressure on the
Rajneeshees in the south-west-

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Pearce: You said they should not close

the school-
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Mt

Lawley must confine his remarks to the amend-
ment.

Mr CASH: Thank you, Mr Speaker. I accept
that I have strayed, but I can assure you it is as
a direct result of the interjection of the Minis-
ter for Planning.

As I said earlier, Borthwicks invited the
unions to come forward and inspect its books
so that they could recognise the plight the
company was in. Whether the Government
wants to recognise it or not, there is no doubt
that the company and its employees had to
work as one if they were to succeed, but the
unions, through Mr Alex Payne, decided that
they would go their way and that they would
move in for the kill. They could smell the
company was going down, as dogs and cats can
smell the blood on the killing floor. They de-
cided to move in for the kill and get rid of
Thomas Borthwick and Sons in Albany, even at
the cost of 350 jobs. And that is exactly what
happened.

The members of the union, as you will be
aware, Mr Speaker, tried to get the message
through to the executive of the union that they
wanted to work; they had a lifetime ahead of
them in Albany, and if the union was to con-
tinue on the course it had set fo- itself they
were finished, both financially and socially, as
far as the town of Albany was concerned.

What happened? The unions decided to go in
for the kill and 350 men ended up losing their
positions. As the member for Albany has
already stated, the loss of work tor those 350
employees cost the region of Albany something
like $5 million per annum. That is not some-
thing the Government can be proud of.

Mr Watt: There was a multiplier effect in
indirect wages.

Mr CASH: As the member for Albany says,
the direct wages attributable to those particular
men must have had a multiplier effect in the
region as a whole, so losses were considerably
higher than that $5 million. Where was Mr
Tom Butler when all this was happening? I re-
call the Premier telling this House that Mr But-
ler, the number one union man, would solve
any disputes which arose in Western Australia
in the future.

Mr MacKinnon: Butler was with the Minis-
ter for Industrial Relations working on how to
get his preselection. votes.

Mr CASH: It is regrettable, but, as the Depu-
ty Leader of the Opposition has said, Mr Butler
was in fact working with the Minister for in-
dustrial Relations in an attempt to gather votes
for the Minister's preselection for the seat of
Maylands so that in due course, when he
arrived here, he could take on the leadership.

At the time of the crisis at Borthwicks in
Albany, while the Government did nothing, the
Leader of the Opposition was in London. I
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understand that as soon as he heard of the
crisis and the final statement of Thomas
Borthwick and Sons, the Leader of the Oppo-
sition made an appointment with the manage-
ment of Borthwicks in order to discuss the
problem- That is more than can be said of the
Minister for Industrial Relations, who
remained in Perth thmoughout the crisis hoping
that it would go away and that if it did not,
hoping that at least the 350 employees who
were to lose their jobs would go away.

I assure the House that those people who lost
their jobs in Albany will not forget the incom-
petent way that this Government attempted to
carry out its responsibilities towards them. I
suppose that as the election approaches we can
expect all the fancy pmomises in the world from
this Government to the people of Albany, but I
can assure the Government that the people of
Albany have been bitten once and it is most
unlikely that they will respond to any deals that
this Government might wish to set up.

In paragraph 2 of this amendment, the mem-
ber for Albany describes the general impotence
of the Government in dealing with militant
unionism. I refer to the poor record of this
Government when it comes to standing up for
workers' rights, and perhaps it is opportune to
mention that this Government has been stand-
ing up for, and giving in to, the left wing for so
long that it does not now know any other
method of dealing with industrial relations
prohlems- I will provide some examples to the
House.

Members will recall the J. J. O'Connor affair
which has been canvassed tonight. The people
of Western Australia, while they may not forget
what this Government has done to them in
respect of Albany, will certainly not forget the
O'Connor affair in which the Attorney General
of this Government, acting no doubt on the
instructions of Government members and also
under pressure from the left wing, entered a
nolle prosequi to prevent the charges against
him being heard in open court. Then there was
the affair of Mr Fagan; in that case members
will recall that that particular gentleman was
ordered by the Government to be found a job
in the PWD. Once he had found that job, Mr
Fagan went off on workers' compensation only
a week later. [ understand that he has now been
on compensation for nearly 12 months.

Let us now turn to the problem of Mark
Binstead. Members will be aware that Mr
Binstead is an executive member of the
Builders Labourers Federation in Western
Australia and he was employed on the new

Perth Technical College site until he was
dismissed for abusing a foreman. Rather than
recognise that the abuse of a foreman or a
supervisor constituted grounds for dismissal,
the Government turned around, and having re-
gard for Mr Binstead's position in the BLF and
the way the BLF is able to treat this particular
Government, decided to jump as high as the
BLF wanted it to. The BLE responded by say-
ing, "We want you to reinstate our executive
member and we do not want any problems
from you as a Government."

Within a few hours of this ultimatum the
Minister for Works-and he is a man for
whom I have a great deal of respect-was put
under pressure from his fellow members of
Cabinet and decided that in fact Mr Binstead
should be reinstated. The papers show very
clearly what then happened. All the foremen
and supervisors who were not prepared to take
this sort of steam rolling by the Minister for
Works on behalf of the Government decided
that they too would go out on strike.

The Minister for Works and the Minister for
Industrial Relations both panicked at this
stage. Mr Binstead was reinstated to his
position because of actions taken by a part icu-
lar Minister, and then the foremen and super-
visors of this State also went out on stike, thus
totally panicking both the Minister for Indus-
trial Relations and the Minister for Works.
These two Ministers rushed into a meeting with
the supervisors and the foremen, the outcome
of which was that everyone concerned was pre-
pared only to say, "We won't be saying any-
thing and we just hope that the Press doesn't
get hold of it." However, the Press did get hold
of it because it was a very important issue, and
the unions that represented the foremen and
the supervisors-I think it was the Civil Ser-
vice Association-claimed only two or three
weeks ago that this particular job had blown
out in cost terms by about $1.5 million. In this
particular instance, the union made it very
clear that the reinstatement of Mark Binstead
had cost an estimated $300 000. That is a dis-
graceful situation. The Minister for Works may
say what he likes, but it is a well-documented
amount. The problems currently occurring on
the Perth Technical College site are a direct
result of the actions of the Minister for Works
and the lack of action by the Minister for in-
dustrial Relations.

I was at a luncheon recently at which the
Premier was asked a question in respect of the
BLF. The question was: Would the Govern-
ment be prepared to send a cable to the Federal
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Government giving it support in its attempt to
deregister the Federal BLP7 The Premier de-
cided at that stage that things were getting a bit
too hot, and he said something to the effect that
it was not a State issue and he should not be-
come involved in it. He went on to say that
there were probably only three or four trouble-
some members of the BLF in Western Australia
so it would really be inopportune for the State
Government to take any action against them.

I put it to you, Mr Deputy Speaker, that if
this Government is dinkum about bringing the
unions under control, it should tomorrow send
a cable to the Prime Minister advising him of
its support for the deregistration of the Federal
ELF. More than that, if this Government is
dinkumn in what it says, it should introduce a
Bill into this House to deregister the State ELF.
There is no question that it can be done or that
it should be done.

I have clearly shown that this Government
stands condemned for its inaction in respect of
the Albany meat crisis, It stands condemned
for the way in which it kowtows to the left and
is prepared to run away from the real problems
in Albany. I hope that rather than continue to
knock the Opposition's response to union ac-
tivity-as this Government is always wont to
do when it comes to unions-perhaps we might
move together in trying to improve industrial
relations in WA.

[ support the amendment.
MR CRANE (Moore) 18.51 p.n-]: Mr Depu-

ty Speaker-
Mr Pearce: Do you have a position on parity

pricing?
Mr CRANE: I will ignore that remark be-

cause it is not something contained in the
amendment.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is an excel-
lent idea and I will protect you for at least the
period it takes you to outline the context of
your speech.

Mr CRANE: Thank you Mr Deputy Speaker;
but I assure you I do not need any protection
from idiots.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is very difficult
to protect you if you use that sort of language.

Mr CRANE: In supporting the amendment
moved by the member for Albany, I indicate
from the outset that I very earnestly appreciate
his motive for doing so. He is a member con-
cerned with his electorate-as we should all be
concerned for our own electorats-and there
is no doubt, as he is aware, that the crisis

created by the closure of Thomas Borthwick
and Sons' abattoir at Albany is one of the most
serious crises faced by that region in a long
time.

We are facing extremely difficult times at
present, and those of us who, for some reason
or other, have had any experience of the meat
industry, will realise that it is a very delicate
operation and at most times not a very profit-
able one. Of course, some of us have gained our
experience of this industry not only from prac-
tical experience, but also as a result of inquiries
we have made since being in this place.

The very fact that Government abattoirs
have needed to be subsidised over the years by
Governments of A persuasions indicates that
what I have said about the delicate state of the
industry is true. The member for Mt Lawley
very clearly and concisely explained the situ-
ation which pertained at the Borthwicks plant.
Borthwicks were performing on a very tightly-
strung operation, which comes as no surprise to
those of us who understand the industry.

It was extremely important for Borthwicks
that there be harmony within the works as well
as full production if the firm was to tirade itself
through these difficult times, and times have
been difficult. Selling meat on the world mar-
ket is not as easy as some people would have us
believe.

Following disputation at the abattoir,
Borthwicks appealed to the workers to give
their support, help, and consideration. That
plea for help was refused by Mr Payne, the
head of the AM IEU. The fact that he would not
work together with the management at this cru-
cial time and try to find a way in which the
works could continue to operate was an indi-
cation of the absolute disregard shown by some
of the militant union leaders, of which Mr
Payne is well known, certainly to those of us in
the primary industry area. He has been known
to us for many years.

As a result of his actions we now find that
350 jobs have been lost from the Albany area.
We have been told that this is a loss of $5
million from the town's economy, added to
which is the loss of other benefits created by
that previous employment. An area such as
Albany cannot afford to lose that type of
money; the people of the area cannot afford to
lose 350 jobs. The people who work at
Borthwicks lived in the area; they did not live
elsewhere and merely come into Albany to
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work. This Government stands indicted for not
trying harder to alleviate the problems when
they became apparent.

The world situation for marketing meat is
very serious. The economy is in such a delicate
state that it is incumbent on us all to co-operate
in all such matters as those we are now con-
sidering.

The fact that the Leader of the Opposition
was prepared to have discussions with execu-
tives of Thomas Borthwick and Sons in
London is indicative of his concern for what
was happening in Albany. The Premier was in
London at that time also and it would have
been appropriate had he approached the
Leader of the Opposition and arranged that
they should both meet with the representatives
of Borthwicks. in London and discuss ways to
overcome the problem in Albany. The Premier
could then have been able to discuss how the
Parliament itself could help the Government to
save' this firm, which had been operating in
Albany for many years and which had provided
an invaluable service, particularly to the meat
industry. We should all know the problems
facing the meat industry, particularly the sheep
industry.

The Federal inquiry into the shipping of Jive
sheep has produced a worrying report. We
should all understand the problems we have
had to face from time to time with disputations
over whether live sheep should be shipped
from WA or whether they should be killed here
and then sent overseas as meat. Those of us at
least who have studied the industry and made
it our business to understand it know that the
market place wants live sheep.

However, all the time we must face this op-
position from people who insist that they can
run our industry better than we can. No other
person can run a business as well as the person
involved. H~e knows his business, he under-
stands the problems associated with it, and he
feels for his business. However, in the rural
industries we always have to put up with the
indignity of unions trying to tell us how we
should do our job. No-one should have the
right to interfere with another person's right to
earn a livelihood.

Notwithstanding that, the AM[IEI, under Mr
Payne-a real pain in the neck-brought about
the loss of 350 jobs in Albany. God only knows
what those people and their families are doing
now.

The Government could have been more ac-
tive and it should have endeavoured to ensure
that the delicate operation conducted by
Borthwicks was helped in order to continue.
There are a lot of ways in which Borthwicks
could have been helped.

One of the conditions Borthwicks wanted, a
not unreasonable condition, was that there
should be industrial peace at the works. Any-
one who has operated a business for himself or
managed one for someone else knows that a
business cannot operate unless there is indus-
trial peace.

There must be cooperation between workers
and management. That is what Borthwicks.
were asking for. The company had had dis-
cussions, and I believe the workers themselves,
or the majority of them, wanted to cooperate.
Yet the opportunity was denied them. As a
resulIt of t his den ial, 3 50 workers lost thei r jobs
and the Albany area has lost a minimum of $5
million per annum. There is very little hope
that the abattoir will be able to open again in
the future. Sure, there is always talk of people
who want to take it over, but who in his right
senses would want to put the investment
required into an abattoir there knowing that he
has to negotiate with the same stubborn people
who caused Borthwicks to close in the first
place? Would anyone in this Parliament put up
the millions of dollars which would be required
to open such a works and to run it? No-one in
his right senses would do so unless he could be
guaranteed industrial peace. That was denied
to Borthwicks.

Therefore, I believe without being too critical
that this Government failed in its reponsibility
to ensure that such industrial peace would be
guaranteed. We know there is very close affili-
ation between the ALP and unions. We do not
argue against that, and we do not condemn
unions. As a matter of fact, I have a very high
regard for the working man. By that I mean the
man who works. I believe I am a working man;
I have worked all my life, and I have worked
hard. I believe I fit the category of "working
man". I am also a man who works.

The problem arises with people who do not
accept their responsibilities. They have not
even the intelligence to appreciate that any
business must make a profit if it is to continue
to employ them. All the people who have
worked for me have always seemed to enjoy
themselves when we experienced a good
season. They have always received a little more
out of it and they have felt a pant of the busi-
ness. I know I am in the rural industry, and
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when the crop is a good one, these workers feel
they had something to do with making it good,
and they did. They entered into the spirit of
things, and that spirit must be encouraged in all
businesses between management and the work-
ing man. Unfortunately we run into trouble
when militancy is allowed to raise its ugly head
and is not controlled by Governments whose
responsibility it is to create a healthy environ-
ment in which business can operate. This has
happened in this case.

It is claimed in this amendment that the
Minister for Industrial Relations did not even
bother to go to Albany. That is a very sad state
of affairs and a serious indictment of the Min-
ister concerned. It was suggested he was busy
trying to get himself endorsed. I do not know
whether that is right. If it is, it strongly suggests
he has his priorities in the wrong place. I do not
wailt to pursue tha~side of the argument; if it is
correct I would lose any respect Lhad for the
Minister.

The Government must stand condemned for
not having met its responsibilities to make sure
no stone is left unturned to help business when
it has problems. We cannot afford now in
Australia, let atone in Western Australia, to
lose any business at all;, business employs
people. We always talk about the unemploy-
ment problem, but everyone will be unem-
ployed if there are no businesses.

Governments have a very sad and had record
of employing people. Sure, they employ a lot of
them but they do not get their money's worth.
The responsibility of Governments and Oppo-
sitions must be to co-operate in cases such as
this and to help a business like Borthwicks
when it is running into trouble to steer itself
through the troubled waters and return to
profitability. The company must be profitable,
or must have a chance of beoming profitable,
for it to be able to continue to employ people-
Therefore I support the amendment put for-
ward by the member for Albany. I can under-
stand his concern because in a way he is re-
sponsible for those people down there. It is his
area and he feels for them very closely just as
we feel for our constituents. That is as it should
be; as a good member he must feel that. He is
obviously concerned or he would not have
brought this matter here today. We should not
condemn him for what he has done but com-
mend him and give him support. I have not
been as hard on the Government tonight as I
might have been; I have pointed out a failing
on its part. I am hopeful that in doing so the
Government will take up the point I have made

and join the Opposition in times such as
this-troubled times-so that we may jointly
assist all businesses to employ more people and
be more prosperous.

We should not be spending our time here
trying to tear strips off each other. We are not
elected to this place to do that. We are elected
here to make a better Western Australia for
Western Australians. In this instance a greater
effort could have been expended to give
Borthwicks an opportunity to Survive.

With regard to paragraph 2 of this amend-
ment, I agree the Government must stand con-
demned in relation to other cases in which it
has obviously given its support to militant
unionism. The John O'Connor ease is one
which will not go away. Like an unwanted preg-
nancy, the Government will not lose that case;
it will not go away. As someone said in the
Press the best thing for the Government to do
is to get under the table for a week. The
Government will need to be under the table for
a lot longer than a week on that issue. It was a
very serious miscarriage of justice. It is the
Government's responsibility to uphold the law
and the course of justice. A serious miscarriage
of justice occurred when the Attorney General
removed the case from the courts on his own
initiative. The Government will never talk its
way out of that, nor will it ever stop us from
reminding the people of Western Australia of
the dastardly thing it did. It was one of the
most serious breaches of responsibility it has
been my misfortune to see since I was elected
to this place. I support the amendment for the
reasons I have given. I would hope in future
there could be a great deal more co-operation
between the Government and the Opposition,
because if we are to succeed in Western
Australia, if we are to get this country back on
its feet, we can only do so by co-operation with
each other and the encouragement of business
which will employ the people.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I just want
to advise members ihat this is the twelfth or
thirteenth speech on this very same subject. As
a consequence of that, I wish to draw the atten-
tion of members to Standing Order No. 142,
which most. members will know refers to tedi-
ous repetition. It is not my intention at this
stage to say that we have been given a number
of speeches which do tend to tedious repetition,
but it is beginning to be that way. I am not
going to retard any speakers from now on, but
if members refer to a subject which has already
been handled by most speakers and then do not
leave that subject fairly quickly and discuss
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new material, I will draw their attention to that
fact and I would then like members to go onto
new material. I think that is only reasonable.

MR BLAIKIE (Vasse) (9.11 p.m.J: Thank
you for your comments, Mr Deputy Speaker. I
can assure you that I will certainly not be re-
peating myself when I give my address on this
very important amendment.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! It is not a
matter of repeating oneself. The Standing
Order says one must not repeat what other
people have said either.

Mr BL.AIKIE: This is a very important
amendment, and I think that probably, for the
edification of the House and because it is now
some hours since the debate first started, it
would be proper for me to read the precise
terms of the amendment.

The member for Albany has moved that
words be added to the motion, and I believe it
is important that I do restate this because some
members of the Government would have for-
gotten precisely what the amendment is all
about.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not think this
is new material. I will allow the member to
restate the question, but please do not abuse
that opportunity for the remainder of your
speech.

Mr BLAIKIE: I have no intention of doing
that. What I will do is to precis the amendment
moved by the member for Albany. He
expressed his concern about the closure of the
Thomas Borthwick abattoir at Albany, and he
is very concerned about the unresolved indus-
trial dispute that resulted in its closure. The
member for Albany is also concerned that this
closure has caused a direct loss of jobs to the
region, and an economic downturn of the com-
munity which has in turn affected the demand
for cattle and sheep in the area. More import-
antly, however, the member for Albany has also
indicated the failure of the Minister for Indus-
trial Relations to visit the town of Albany to
settle the dispute until after the company had
made its decision to permanently close the
abattoir. He also indicated that the Premier
was in London and that while there, the
Premier made no attempt to contact the
company, the head office of which was in
London.

The member for Albany made the challenge
that there were continual representations by
both the Premier and the Minister for Indus-
trial Relations on the recommendations that
were made by the full bench of the arbitration

commission. He also said that by continuing to
support the investment of taxpayers' funds in
the Robb Jetty abattoir and directing business
there contrary to its own expert advice-

Mr Taylor: Tell us something new. Come on?

Several members interjected.

Mr Evans: Are you opposed to the Robb
Jetty service works?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Order

Mr BLAIKIE: The Final part of the amend-
ment moved by the member for Albany re-
ferred to the Government's inept handling of
the Borthwicks dispute, which is typical of its
impotence in dealing with militant unionism
and its failure to support the rights of ordinary
workers. That is a very important amendment,
moved by a member representing a regional
area-namely, Albany-and it seeks the sup-
port of the members of this House in
transmitting to His Excellency the Governor
the fact that the Government has failed in its
obligations and its duties of office.

I want to comment on some of the speeches
that have already been made this evening, and
I wish to rebut some of the arguments that have
been advanced. The member for Mitchell made
a number of comments in relation to the town
of Albany. He said that he had visited Albany
on a number of occasions in the last 12 months,
and he always found it had a fairly low morale.
The member for Mitchell indicated, not only
unprofessionally but without any understand-
ing at all of what was happening in Albany, that
this is all due to the local Liberal member of
Parliament. I submit that nothing could be
further from the truth. If the member for
Mitchell had any degree of honesty-

Mr D_ L. Smith: If you had been listening, I
did not say the member for Albany, but the
Liberal Party. I was not talking about the last
12 months, but the period preceding that. You
were either not in the House Or in your usual
form, you were not listening.

Mr BLAlKIE: The member for Albany has
done a sterling job in representing his elector-
ate and his constituents. As I was saying earl ier,
as far as this debate is concerned-and I
listened quite diligently to the comments made
by the member for Mitchell-it is quite obvi-
ous that the member for Mitchell finds the
truth relatively strange. He indicated that the
morass that has come over the town of Albany
has been caused by the previous Liberal
Government.
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Mr Crane: They are only casual acquaint-
ances.

Mr BLAIKIE: The member for Moore has
indicated that the truth and the memnber for
Mitchell are only casual acquaintances. I am
prepared to accept that. What the member for
Mitchell has failed to understand is that the
firm of Borthwicks bas closed, and closed per-
manecntly. Hunts Foods Pry. Ltd. has gone into
receivership. Some 350 people have lost their
jobs, and this is causing great concern. The
member for Mitchell then went on to the accol-
ades. He said that when one looks at what is
happening in Bunbury and how Bunbury is
booming, that it is only because members like
the member for Mitchell are representing the
town. He did not give wide comment on the
member for Bunbury! He went on to say that
the Australian Labor Party looks after
Esperance and Kalgoorlie. I want to put the
record straight and rebut these comments made
by the member for Mitchell because far too
often he gets away with comments that are not
correct and which are certainly an abuse of the
truth.

When one compares Bunbury with Albany it
first of all needs to be understood that there is a
regional population in Bunbury some three
times greater than the regional population of
Albany. The member for Mitchell very
effectively overlooked that point. He also
overlooked the fact that there is a mineral
sands industry in the Bunbury region; there is a
woodehipping industry using the port of
Bunbury; there is an alumina industry using the
port of Bunbury-l might also add that these
were all developed by previous Liberal Govern-
ments. These are some of the things that have
happened within that general Bunbury region
because of a Liberal Government.

There is no point trying to compare Albany
with Geraldion by saying that Geraldton is
booming simply because it has a Labor mem-
ber. That is not facing facts. Look at the rock
lobster industry in that town and region. I ven-
ture to say that if there were a downturn in the
rock lobster industry, it would have the same
disastrous effect on Geraldton as has been ex-
peienced by the town of Albany with the clos-
ure of Borthwicks- A similar effect would be
felt in that town. It is simply not right to say
that the reason the Albany region is in its cur-
rent demise is because of the inactivity of for-
mer Liberal Governments or because the town
currently has a Liberal member, and the reason
that those other places I mentioned are:

booming is because they happen to be
represented by Labor members on a temporary
basis.

I want to raise a point about Kalgoorlie. it
has a gold industry, and surely to goodness the
member for Mitchell would be honest enough
to agree that if the gold industry went into a
demise the end result for Kalgoorlie would be
the same as the effect on Albany with the clos-
ure of Borthwicks.

I am putting the record straight because the
member for Mitchell attempted to mislead the
House, and he would have misled the House if
I had not risen to put the record straight.

I now refer to Esperance. Esperance, for the
time being, has a temporary Labor mem-
ber-after the next election that will change.
But in many ways Esperance is a regional
centre with great similarities to Albany and,
again, it is very dependent on agriculture. If
there were an agricultural depression in the
Esperance region, that would have a profound
effect on the Esperance town. It is simply not
good enough for the member for Mitchell to
come in here mouthing off political jargon or
Burkespeak and blaming the demise of the
town of Albany on previous Liberal Govern-
ments or on the region's current member of
Parliament. It is unwarranted, unfair, and
totally untrue.

The Deputy Speaker has asked that I do not
indulge in repetitious arguments. I am follow-
ing his direction.

Itris also very interesting to note, when one
looks at the towns of Bunbury, Geraldton, and
Kalgoorlie, that what the member for Mitchell
did not say was that although those tawns hap-
pen to be represented for the time being by
Labor members of Parliament, each of them
has quite significant Government building pro-
grammes going on. Of course, the member for
Mitchell would not Say that that is political
patronising at its worst. But it would be
interesting to see how the town of Albany could
prosper, or at least gain some benefit in its
current demise, if the Government decided to
have an expanded building programme in the
town to help it over its current problems.

The current State Housing programme in
Bunbury and Busselton is certainly a bonanza
under this Government, but it is further dam-
nation against the Burke Government for not
paying sufficient attention to the town of
Albany; all the way down the line the town of
Albany has missed out. Part of the reason that
this closure has taken place and that the re-
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sponsible Minister has refused to go down to
Albany to resolve the dispute is because the
seat is held by a Liberal member of Parliament.
I believe that to be closer to the truth of the
matter.

A very 2ubstantial Government motivated
building programme has been going on in the
centres of Bunbury, Kalgoorlie and Geraldton.
In regard to Government office blocks in
Bunbury there is the magnificent Austmark
building which will cost trillions of taxpayers'
dollars in housing and relocation. In Geraldton
a building programme is under way involving
hundreds of thousands of taxpayers' dollars,
yet not a cent is going into Albany.

The people of Manjimup get whatever they
want because they have the Manjimup mouse
looking after them; Heaven help them, nothing
else will.

My time is coming to a close and I certainly
do not want to cover any arguments that have
already been advanced by members tonight. I
will cover my ground very carefully. I might
seek an extension of time because 1 have
thought of some new matters I wish to raise.

The member for Mitchell was also quite free
with his comments about farmers doing so well
under the Labor Government-my God, under
Labor! By the time this Labor Government has
finished they will be absolutely well under with
Labor, they wilt be well down under Labor.

The member for Mitchell had the audacity to
say that the dairy industry in WA is booming
under the Australian Labor Party. I will be pol-
ite and tell him that I will take that excerpt
from his speech and I will send it with my
compliments to every dairy farmer in WA. I
will invite him to put his comments on it as
well and I will even pay for the postage. The
dairy farmers of this State are not absolutely
ecstatic with the miserable rises in the price of
milk which they get under the Labor Govern-
ment. The mighty Manjimup mouse roared
again, and the dairy farmers are still in trouble;
yet the member for Mitchell has the audacity to
say that prices are doing well under a Labor
Government. They are going right under with
Labor.

Mr Evans: Who sets the prices for milk, an
independent committee!

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
Mr BLAIKIE: I am speaking to the amend-

ment. I am relating the arguments that have
been advanced already, and I am following
your absolute direction, Mr Deputy Speaker.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Could I give you
one more direction? It may be that the member
for Mitchell said some of those things to which
the member is referring.

Mr BLAIKIE: He said all of them and a few
more.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is unfortunate
that at that time I was not in the House so I am
unable to say whether that is true or not.

Mr BLAIKIE: You were very fortunate, Mr
Deputy Speaker, that you were not in the
House.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. What
I can say though is that the member's com-
ments certainly do not appear to relate to the
amendment that. we should be debating. I am
not going to stop the member from answering
arguments that have been put, but if he spends
all of his time doing that and his remarks do
not relate to the amendment, I will probably
stop him.

Mr BLAIKIE: Mr Deputy Speaker, I will cer-
tainly acknowledge your ruling and I will very
quickly go through my final points regarding
the comments made by the member for
Mitchell.

One of the most tragic parts of all of this is
that a meatworks has closed in Albany. We
have seen complete inactivity by this Govern-
ment, yet members of this House have the aud-
acity to say that agriculture is doing well under
this Government. What has happened? Fuel
prices have gone up; wages and costs have gone
up; there is more money for the workers; and
the workers are working fewer hours and caus-
ing lower returns for agriculture, We have seen
farmer rallies around Australia and in WA, yet
the member for Mitchell tends to ignore those
things.

Finally, this matter has been of great concern
to the Albany region. This abattoir was very
important to the town of Albany. Many
speakers have canvassed all the reasons that the
abattoir closed-the fact that the union move-
mnent walked in with its jack boots and used its
muscle and said it was going to close. It really
put the pressure onto this company, and the
company has said "~We cannot continue to
meet your demands. We will close our doors",
and it has done that precisely. Not one Minis-
ter of the Crown travelled to Albany while that
dispute was under way.

May I give members the other side of the
coin as to what would be the case if the situ-
ation had been completely reversed? Can mem-
bers imagine the situation of the Premier going
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to London and wining and dining at one of the
more plush and lush clubs at which he likes to
dine, particularly the exclusive ones frequented
by the gentry of London, and then making an
announcement that the Government had
clinched a big deal with a multinational meat
company to come to WA? Can members im-
agine what would have happened if the situ-
ation had been in the reverse in regard to the
current Albany closure?

If the Premier made the announcement
today that a multimillion dollar abattoir would
go to Albany, a cavalcade of Ministers would
go to Albany telling the people how good the
Government was, how 400 jobs would be
provided, the effect the abattoir would have
throughout the community, the estimated
hundreds of people who would be involved in
the construction stages, and how it would be
very good for everyone. So much for the
example!

One of the interesting things about this
Government is that it is the "Good news
Government"! This Government only likes to
tell people the good things that will happen.
However, whenever the trade union movement
is involved, it backs off and will not get
involved at all. When the Government is
expected to make the tough decisions, when it
is expected to go into a trade union office,' or to
the meatworkers' union and say "You are
doing the wrong thing by this community. Back
off because this Government will make certain
the law applies to you and you have no right to
take the action you are taking", neither the
Premier nor any of his Ministers are prepared
to take that action.

That is what the argument is all about. This
Government is prepared to come forward and
take all the credit for what is going on in the
community. However, when it is supposed to
govern and to act like a responsible Govern-
ment it abdicates its responsibility. It takes the
soft option. It takes that option because it is a
soft Government. It is a soft Government be-
cause it is absolutely controlled by the trade
union movement. The Government waits until
it gets the message from the trade union move-
ment to act, as it did in relation to Albany
when it was told to back off because the unions
were going to close the town's abattoir simply
because the member of Parliament happens to
be a member of the Liberal Party. Those are
the facts as I see them.

I support the amendment moved by the
member for Albany.

NIR STEPHENS (Stirling) [9.31 p.m.]:
There is no question that the closure of the
abattoirs at Albany is a serious blow to the
town of Albany and its surrounding region.
That would be bad enough in itself, but it is
worse because years ago another important in-
dustry to the ecomomy of Albany was closed. I
refer to the closure of the whaling station. That
was closed in the time of the Fraser Govern-
nment.

MP~r Blaikie: What a shocking decision that
was.

Mr STEPHENS: It certainly was. It was an
indication of the power of the Eastern States in
deciding the future of the Western Australian
economy and the economy of the town of
Albany. It is well known that Mr Fraser took
the action to appease the conservationists in
the cities on the east coast of Australia. Little
consideration was given to the economic im-
pact on Albany. We can argue whether it was a
good thing Or a bad thing to stop whaling. How-
ever, a unilateral decision against whaling will
not help the whales because they are still being
killed by other countries. Albany should have
been allowed to continue until there was a total
world ban on whaling.

That was a serious blow to the town of
Albany, and the closure of Borthwicks com-
pounds that threat. The possible closure of
Hunts will also seriously affect the economy of
Albany.

This amendment, like a previous amend-
ment, is essentially about industrial relations.
There is no question that industrial disputation
is the most serious problem facing Australia
today. I believe that the Commonwealth and
the State Governments should direct their en-
ergies towards improving the mechanism
whereby industrial relations can be solved.
There is not much point in political involve-
ment in every dispute that arises. To my
knowledge, political involvement in industrial
disputation has never solved anything. I think
the Government's role must be to set up an
efficient mechanism whereby (he disputants
can resolve their problems to the mutual ben-
efit of the country.

Our balance of trade is such that we cannot,
much longer, afford the luxury of internal fight-
ing between unions and employers. Anyone
who follows economic trends will see what is
happening to our trading results and will realise
also that we are sliding into economic ruin.
Part of the problem is brought about by our
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poor industrial relations. I am not arguing that
the workers are always wrong and the boss is
always right. We have to have a mechanism.

Mr Bridge: You know where you are wrong?
A couple of years ago, what you are sayinug now
might have made sense because there was dis-
pute after dispute. At te moment it is
recognised that the number of disputes has
reduced considerably.

Mr STEPHENS: That is not the point- 1
listened to the member for Kimiberley make his
point. However, the number of disputes in it-
self does not have a great impact on our trade.
The point is that the unions are not prepared to
accept that the altered terms of trade facing this
country require a fresh look at their share of
what is available. The Mudginbe ni dispute
proves that. There, the employers and the em-
ployees came together and drew up an arrange-
ment whereby the employer was better off be-
cause he reduced his costs and the employee
was better off because he increased his take-
home pay. The unions said that was not on and
those workers have been expelled from the
union. That is what is important when we look
at trade.

Mr Bridge: We have always called for a
lessening of disputation in this country. All I
am saying is that we have that, yet you are still
complaining.

Mr STEPHENS: We still have problems.
Unions should be concentrating on wages and
conditions and taking a responsible approach-
They should not be trying to gain more than
their fair share as they are doing. Unions are
becoming involved in political disputes.
Already unions are becoming involved in the
South African dispute- I will not develop that
argumnemt. Bans have been placed on South
African ships and threats have been made to
take the bans even further. It is the Govern-
ment's role to make d-zcisions with respect to
foreign policy. It is no: the role of the unions to
usurp the Governmeuit's powers. That is what
we have to overcome by legislative action so
that we have a mechanism whereby genuine
industrial disputes can be solved amicably to
the benefit of the nation- The unions should be
told clearly that they must not usurp the
Government's powers in external affairs or in
any other matter. They should remain respon-
sible only for the u -iions' affairs.

Paragraph (f) otthc- amendment states-
continual misrepresentation by the
Premier an~d the Minister for Industrial
Relations )f the recommendations made

on 23 April 1985 by the Full Bench of the
Australian Conciliation and Arbitration
Commission,

I recognise that this is a Federal award. How-
ever, the point I am making is relevant to either
Federal or State legislation. My understanding
is that it was only a recommendation and could
only be a recommendation because there had
been no compulsory conference. Had there
been a compulsory conference, the commission
could have made a binding recommendation
which would have ensured that a decison was
made, had the unions been prepared to abide
by that decision. I think we should legislate to
ensure that, where there is a dispute, the com-
mission should intervene and make a
judgment.

The National Party of Australia believes that
we should have a fresh start and hold a full-
scale Royal Commission to diagnose all the
problems of unions and management- That
would be the first step towards solving our poor
industrial relations.

I believe that would be a responsible ap)-
proach. However, if this Parliament is not pre-
pared to follow that suggestion, and it has
indicated that it will not follow it because it has
opposed moves by the National Party to im-
plement such a move, it should at least carry
out a bandaid approach in order that the com-
mission could make decisions which would be
binding,

After all, Borthwicks was fair and reasonable,
and it put its case clearly to the union which
had the opportunity of considering it; but the
union chose to ignore one point made by
Borthwicks- The union accepted all points ex-
cept one-that the union should be prepared to
forego its right to strike for 12 months& In order
that it could operate fairly and profitably,
Borthwicks wanted a guarantee that the union
would not be responsible for industrial strife in
the company for 12 months. I believe that was
a reasonable request, particularly in the light
that Borthwicks had made knowledge of their
financial situation available to the union; and if
the union had been responsible it would have
accepted it and the condition placed on it.

I do not know whether the union thought
that Borthwicks were bluffing or whether Mr
Payne had a vested interest to see that
Borthwicks were closed in the interest of the
workers in Perth, but for one reason or another
the union bosses recommended to the workers
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in Albany that they not accept the condition;
and that is the reason this matter is being
debated ton ightt.

The members of the National Party are pre-
pared to support the amendment to the mo-
tion, but it is a pity we are not supporting a
substantive motion that would have come up
with a solution to the problem. I believe that
would have been preferable rather than sup-
porting a motion which, even if carried, will
not solve the problem.

Tonight I have listened to every speaker on
the amendment to the motion, and not one of
them has come up with a positive approach. To
be effective in criticism we should come up
with a positive alternative.

Several members interjected.

Mr STEPHENS: I was just challenged as to
why I have not moved an amendment. I am
prepared to concede that in this situation I
have not been able to come up with a positive
mechanism by which this dispute could have
been resolved before Borthwicks were closed. I
know that politicians became involved, but it
did not achieve anything. As I said earlier, I am
not aware of any industrial dispute that has
been solved by political action and I do not
think we will ever see it. Let us have a legislat-
ive approach-a mechanism which will ensure
that disputants can resolve disputes.

I cannot add to my remarks except to say
that the dispute was not about the question of
wages. It is my understanding, and it rather
surprised me, that in the boning section of
Borthwicks some of the skilled boners were
earning. $30 000 or more per annum; and this
involved working for only eight months a year.
Therefore, it was not a question of wages. The
high cost of handling the mutton in the
meatworks may indicate why the export trade
is in difficulty. It may be very difficult for the
abattoirs to Meet the world market competi-
tively.

I know that in the past we have had problems
where unions have tried to stop the export of
live sheep. There is no question that the live
sheep trade gives a better return to the farmer
than does the mutton trade. I believe that if
unionists want increased work they should in-
crease efficiency and reduce the unit cost so
that the abattoirs. can compete competitively
on the market for the sheep available and not
have to resort to restrictions.

We support the amendment.
Amendment put and a division taken with

the following result-

Mr Blaikie
Mr Bradshaw
Mr Cash,
Mr Court
Mr Cowan
Mr Coyne
Mr Crane
Mr Grayden

Mrs Beggs
Mr Bertram
Mr Bridge
Mr Bryce
Mrs Buchanan
Mr Terry Burke
Mr Carr
Mr Davies
Mr Evans
Mr Grill
Mrs Henderson
Mr Hodge

Ayes 17
Mr Laurance
Mr MacKinnon
Mr McNee
Mr Mensaros
Mr Stephens
Mr Thompson
Mr Trethowan
Mr Watt
Mr Williams

Noes 23
Mr Hughes
Mr Mclver
Mr Parker
Mr Pearce
Mr Read
Mr D. L. Smith
Mr Tonkint
Mr Troy
Mrs Watkins
Mr Wilson
Mr Taylor

Pairs

(Teller)

(Teller)

Ayes Noes
Mr Old Mr Gordon Hill
Mr Clarko Mr Jamieson
Mr Tubby Mr Brian Burke
Mr Hassell Mr P. J. Smith
Mr Spriggs Mr Burketi
Mr Rushton Mr Tom Jones
Mr Peter Jones Mr Bateman
Amendment thus negatived

Motion Resumed
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Tom

Jones.
House adjourned at 9.49 p. m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

2 1. Postponed.

Part (3)
Additional revenue expected (165 000)
to be collected from in- 470000 52559000 dueto
crease bulk

serv ice
discounts

Pan (1)

TRANSPORT CHARGES
Increases

48. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) What Cares, fees, rates, charges and ii-

cences have been increased in each of
the transport agencies in his portfolio
for the financial years-
(a) 1983/84;
(b) 1984185;
(c) 1985/86 estimate?

(2) What percentage increase do these
represent with the previous year?

(3) What was the sum collected from
these increases, and expected to be
collected from the increases, in the
present year?

Mr GRILL replied:
TRANSPORT COMMISSION

Parts($), (2). and (3 ,
No increase for any of the years in quetiton.

TAXI CONTROL BOARD
Pan (i) Pan (2)

1983-84 1984-85 1985-86

Licence Fees Nil Nil 6
Me~lter Testing and Inspec-
lion
Driveif Registration
Identity Phoiographs
Lease Agreements
Plate Feet
Part (3)
Additional revenue expected
to be collected from increase

Nil Nil 33
Nil Nil 8.57
Nil Nil 25
Nil Nil 20
Nil Nil 14.3

580000
METROPOLITAN (PERTH) PASSENGER TRANSPORT

TRUST (Average Increase)
Part (1)

Adults
Children
Pensioners and other Con-
cssions

Scholars
School Specials

(I st 4t0kms)

Burs 41rs

Ferry (4 hr. charter)
Part (3)
Additional (are revenue
eapecd to be collected
firm increase

WE
Pant (I)

Country Passenger Fares
Freight
Gypsum
Talc
Fertiliser
wool
Oil in Tankers

Part (2)
1983-84

96
14
14

32
Nil

1984-95
96
6

17

1985-86

Nil
Nil
Nil

Nil 15 Nil
Nil [7 Nil

Nil Is
Nil 17
Nil 19

11.595
mill.

S0.9 10
mill.

Part (2)
1983-84 1984-85

10 2.8

- 6
- 6

- 7

MARINE AND HARBOURS
Part (2)

1983-44 1184-85

Pi lotage
Conservancy Dues Commr-t
cial
Jetty Charges
Wharfage. Handling, Haul-
agePrivate Boat Regirations
Survey Fees and Associated
Charges
Eaminstion Fee
S11 pway Charges
Berthing Permits
Jetty Licences
Fishing Industry-

Conservancy Dues
Fishing Industry-

Pen & Mooring Fees
Ot her Charges
Part (3)
Estimated additional rev-
enue to be collected from in-
crease

part (1)

Pilotage
Handling
Wharfage
Tonnage R~
Mooring
Crane Hire
Storage
P'art(3)
Additional
to be col
creases

Part I

13 15

9

10

10

18112000 1600000 $353000

FREMANTLE PORT AUTHORITY
Part (2)

1983-84 1898485 1985-86

14.5 8.0 6.0
10.0 8.0 6.0

10.0 8.0 6.0
stes 15.0 8.0 6,0

9.5 8.0 6.0
10.0 8.0 10.0
- 8.0 6,0

revenue xpced
Lected fo n

1I947 000518$930005S1 293 000

STATESHI PS

1983-I

Freight Rates
Scheduled Rates East

West 6.5
Scheduled Rates North West -
Contract Rates East West 4.0
Contract Rates North West 4.0
Pont(3)
Additional revenue expected
to be collected from in-
Creases 16310

Part (1)

Tonnage Rate

Pan (2)
84 1984-85 1985-86

5.0 5.0
- 5.0
2.6 6.0
2.6 6.0

00 $498 0005$1019 000

ALBANY PORT AUTHORI[TY
Pan (2)

1983-84 1984-85 1985-86

26.6 13.5 Nil

Mooring ad Unmoori.ng
Charges
Wharfage Charges
Handling Charges (Avge.)
Port Improvement flues
Part!(3)
Additional revenue expected
to be collected from in-
creases

Nil
Nil
Nil

Nil

1985-86

16

6

3-6

Part (1)

(No. 3
Berth
only)

15.7
14.2
10.3

$220 000 5106000O

BUNBURY PORT AUTHORITY
Part (2)

1983-84 1984-85

Tonnage 8.3 Nil Nil
Wharfage 14.0 27.1 Nil
Handling 4.7 9.5 4.3
Part (3)
Additional revenue expected
lobe collected from tncrease 184 560 SHI8 350 129 700
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7
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1 50
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13.2
5.8

12.0

Nil
Nil
Nit
Nil

Nil
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PORT HEDLAND PORT
AUTHORITY

Pan (l) Part (2)
1983.84 198485 1985-86

Pilotage 11.3 3.3 Nil
Tonnage 103 Nil Nil
Wharfage 11.7 4.5 Nil
Handling 12.0 4.9 Nil
Haulage 12.9 5.7 Nil
Part (3)
Additional revenue expected
lo be collected from increase S429 000 $1 14 000 Nil

(2) Amount received for year ending
30 June 1985 (also see question 66)
for Social Services 28234 000 27 759 000
for Concession Fare Recoup 7421 000 7421 000
lor Contribution 36723000 35 283 182

Total $72 378000O $70463 182

Part (1)
ESPERANCE PORT AUTHORITY

Parn (2)
1983-84 1984-85 1985-86

9'
Handling 61.3 6.0 6.0
Oerthage 10.0 6.0 27.4
Harbour Improvement 10.0 6.0 -
Wharfage 10.0 7.1 12.4
Part (3)
Additional revensue expected
to be collected fromn increase $53 964 $5351 $134240

Part (I)
GERALOTON PORT AUTHORITY

Part(2)
1983-84 19M485 1985-86

Handling 16.67 - -
Wharfage - 7.14 1.34
Tonnage Raies and Harbour
Improvements - 5.10 6.58
Part(3)
Additional revenue expected
to be collected from in-
creases $20500 $185000 $91 100

TRANSPORT AGENCIES
Financial Results

49. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) What was the estimated deficit and

actual result for each year of his
transport portfolio agencies for the
year ended 30 June t985?

(2) What was the sum estimated and actu-
ally received by the Metropolitan
Transport Trust from Treasury for the
year ended 30 June 1985 for social
services and other purposes?
Mr GRILL replied:

(1) Year ending 30 June 1983
Port Hedland Port Authority
Geraldioss Port Authoriiy
Esperance Port Authority
Albany Pon Authority
Rtinbmty Port Authority
Frertantle Poni Authority
Stateships
Marine and Harbours (Cash

basis)
Westrail
Transport Commission
Taxi Control Board
Metropolitan (Perth) Passenger

Transport Trust

Estiratcd
Deficit

2 384 129
15 367 000

59 000 mill
Nil

32000

Actual
S
363000
356 336
100 519
525 682

1945981
922 614

15866000

522 000
55000 mill

103 952
7076

36723000 35 2813182

'(surplus)

TRANSPORT AGENCIES
Deficits

50. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Transport:

What was the estimated deficit as at
30 June 1985 for-

(a) Metropolitan Transport Trust;

(b) Westrail;

(c) State Ships?

Mr GRILL replied:

(a) Metropolitan (Perth) Passenger
Transport Trust (also see question
66)-$35 283 182;

(b) Westrail-855 000 000;
(c) Stateships-$ IS 866 000.

TRANSPORT: RAILWAYS
Suburban: Losses

65. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Transport:

(I) What was the total loss on met ropoli-
tan passenger railway services in
1984-85?

(2) What was the total loss on the Perth to
Fremantle passenger rail service in
that year?

(3) What was the actual amount of Social
welfare concessions in 1984-85 in re-
spect of the Perth to Fremantle pass-
enger rail service?

(4) What capital expenditure was in-
curred on the Perth to Fremantle rail-
way line and associated facilities in
that year?
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(5) What was the number of passenger
journeys made on the Perth to
Fremantle passenger rail service in
1994-85?

Mr GRILL replied:

Audited results for the 1984-85
financial year are not yet available but
subject to any adjustments that may
be necessary in this regard, the follow-
ing applies regarding the Leader of the
Opposition's questions-
(1) Preliminary figure $9 470

million.
(2) Refers to answer to question 64

(2) and (3).
(3) Refer question 64 (2) and (3).
(4) $39057.
(5) The ticketing system does not en-

ablc the number of passengers on
an individual suburban rail line
to be calculated. I am able to in-
form the Leader of the 0 ppo-
silion, however, that the last sur-
vey, a one-day count of passen-
gers on and off at all stations for
all trains on the Fremantle line on
Wednesday, 17 April 1985,
indicated 8 994 passengers were
carried on the day. This is within
one per cent of the previous year's
figure (9 086) for a similar survey,
indicating that usage of trains on
the line is being maintained at
good levels.
It would appear that the 17 per
cent of people attracted to public
transport as disclosed by the
November 1983 "independent"
survey of passengers following the
reopening of the line, are continu-
ing to use the trains, which is sig-
nificant.

TRANSPORT: METROPOLITAN
TRANSPORT TRUST

Financial Result
66. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for

Transport:
(1) What was the actual deficit/surplus of

the Metropolitan Transport Trust in
1934-85?

(2) What were the actual amounts of
Social Welfare concessions in 1984-85
to bus and rail services, respectively?

(3) Not including recoups and subsidies
from the State Government, what
were the actual incomes derived in
1984-85 by the Metropolitan Passen-
ger Transport Trust from-
(a) bus fares;
(b) rail fares; and
(c) other fares?

(4) What were the numbers of passenger
journeys in 1984-8 5 with regard to the
following Metropolitan Passenger
Transport Trust services-
(a) buses;
(b) trains; and
(c) ferries?

Mr GRILL replied:
I am delighted the Leader of the Op-
position has given me the opportunity
to answer his questions on the per-
formance of the MTT. I am sure the
community, as I do, sees the MTT as a
worthwhile contributor to the well-be-
ing of the people of Perth and is
amazed at the latest reported an-
nouncement of the Opposition party's
leader that he intends to sell the city's
public transport system. I do not think
the public will want to turn back the
clock of progress 28 years to the pre-
vious decrepit system.
It is fitting for me in fact, at this time,
to commend the MTT and its manage-
ment and employees on the financial
results of the year just concluded.
Although the final audited figures are
not yet available, I am pleased to an-
nounce that the expenditure for 1984-
85 in real terms is lower than the pre-
vious year, as is the Government's real
contribution to the MTT. Bearing in
mind the constraints imposed by the
Government on fare increases last
year and again this year, and the
escalation of costs outside the control
of the MTT, the result is a creditable
performance and one which this
House should acknowledge.
Turning now to the Leader of the Op-
position's question, I would empha-
sise that the following figures are sub-
ject to audit-
(1) Deficit was $35.283 million.
(2) Social welfare payment

-Bus $1 7.944 million
-Rail $9.815 million
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(3) (a) Bus fares $19.508 million
(b) Rail Cares $4.417 million

(c) Other fares $0.129 million

$24.054 million

(4) MTT passenger journeys-

(a) buses
(b) trains
(c) ferries

49.075 million
9.306 million
0.399 million

58.781 million

STATE FINANCE

Contributions: Government Corporations

69. Mr HASSELL, to the Premier:
(1) Referring to the second last paragraph

on page two of the Government's
press release on State charges
(reference p85-245), what was the
value of financial contributions to the
Government for 1984-85 from-

(a) the Western Australian Develop-
ment Corporation;

(b) the Western Australian Exim Cor-
poration; and

(c) the Western Australian Diamond
Trust?

(2) What are the estimated levels of
financial contribution from each of
the abovementioned sources for 1985-
86?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) (a) The Western Australian Develop-
ment Corporation paid the sum
of $10 493 to the State Develop-
ment Fund pursuant to secti on
11(2) of the Western Australian
Development Corporation Act;

(b) nil;

(c) nil.

(2) The estimated level of contributions
of the nature referred to will not be
finalised until completion of the 1985-
86 Budget.

STATE FINANCE
Borrowings: Liability

70. Mr HASSELL, to the Treasurer:
(1) What was his liability for 1984-85 in

respect of loan capital less redemp-
tions under the Borrowings for
Authorities Act 1981I?

(2) On behalf of which bodies did he bor-
row moneys under the terms of the
Borrowings for Authorities Act-
(a) in 1983-84;
(b) in 1984-85?

(3) What amount of money was borrowed
under the terms of the Borrowings for
Authorities Act in respect of each
body at (2) and for what purpose was
each borrowing made?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) The Treasurer of Western Australia's
liability under the Borrowings for
Authorities Act 1981-82 as at 30 June
1985 was $574 026 559.6 1.

(2) and (3) The funds borrowed under the
Borrowings for Authorities Act were
on-lent to ' semi-Government
authorities to enable them to carry out
their capital works programme. The
authorities for which funds were
raised and the amounts borrowed in
respect of each authority, for 1983-84
and 1984-8 5, were as follows-
(a) 1983-84

Authority

Albany Port Authority
Art Gallery of Western
Australia
Bunbury Port Authority
Commissioner or Main
Roads
Conservator of Forests
Country High Schools Hos-
tels Authority
Esperance Port Authority
Fremantle Hospital Board
Fremantle Port Authority
Government Employees'
Housing Authority
Industrial and Commercial
Employees' Housing Auth-
ority
Joondalup Development
Corporation
Library Board of Western
Australia
Metropolitan (Perth) Passen-
ger Transport Trust
Metropolitan Region Plan-
ning Authority

Amount

850 000

300 000
400 000

800 000
2 600 000

450000
550000
1 250000
1 500000

2000000

86 000

I1481 000

17600000

2 110000

1 500000
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Authority

Metropolitan Water Auth-
ority
Perth Dental Hospital Board
Princess Margaret Hospital
for Children Board
Rottnest Island Board
Royal Perth Hospital Board
Sir Charles Gairdner Hospi-
tal Board
Stale Housing Commission
Western Australian Coastal
Shipping Commission
Western Australian Fire
Brigades Board
Western Australian Govern-
ment Railways Commission
Western Australian Meat
Commission

(b) 1984-85
Albany Port Authority
Albany Regional Hospital
Board
Armadale/Kelmscott District
Memorial Hospital Board
Augusta District Hospital
Board
Bentley Hospital Board
Broome District Hospital
Board
Commissioner of Main
Roads
Conservator of Forests
Country High Schools Hos-
tels Authority
Esperance District Hospital
Board
Esperance Port Authority
Fremantle Port Authority
Government Employees'
Housing Authority
Industrial and Commercial
Employees' Housing Auth-
ority
Industrial Lands Develop-
ment Authority
Joondalup Development
Corporation
Kalgoorlie Regional Hospital
Board
Lakes Hospital Board
Library Board of Western
Australia
Men-edin District Hospital
Board
Metropolitan (Perth) Passen-
ger Transport Trust
Metropolitan Region Plan-
ning Authority
Metropolitan Water Auth-
ority
Mt. Henry Hospital Board
Osborne Park Hospital
Board
Perth Dental Hospital Board
Port Hedland Regional Hos-
pital Board
Princess Margaret Hospital
for Children Board
Rottnest Island Board

Amount

66604900
000000

I 800000
700000

I 800000

1 800000
1 800000

2300000

1 140000

17671 100

1 220000

140000

1 099381

2 405 508

129392
3675 102

498 291

4100000
12650000

1 236000

825085
100000
500000

6550000

1545000

6000000

3314000

3 736 109
966 700

10937000

1 386 375

3386000

3 000 000

40 178 600
108 347

3 998 454
2246000

1410989

5000000
526000

Authority Amount
S

Royal Perth Hospital Board 24 864 100
Rural Housing Authority 500 000
Sir Charles Gairdner Hospi-
tal Board 5 300 000
State Housing Commission 7 169000
Swan District Hospital
Board 1 345 267
University of Western
Australia 300 000
Western Australian Alcohol
and Drug Authority 50000
Western Australian Building
Authority 87951000
Western Australian Coastal
Shipping Commission 800 000
Western Australian Fire
Brigades Board 30000
Western Australian Govern-
ment Railways Commission SI 750 300
Western Australian Meat
Commission 1 530 000
Western Australian Tech-
nology Development Auth-
ority 6000000
Western Australian Tourism
Commission 596 000

The member should note this is only
one aspect of' the Government's
borrowing programme, and shoud be
viewed accordingly.

96. Postponed,

WATER RESOURCES: RATES
Revenue.- Increase

109. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Water Resources:
(1) What percentage increase in revenue

for water rates is expected to be
received from the Shires of-
(a) Harvey;
(b) Waroona;
(c) Murray; and

(d) Mandurah,
for the. 1985/86 year over the 1984/85
year?

(2) What percentage of ratepayers' ac-
counts have increased at a greater rate
than the amount expressed by him
that water rates in Western Australia
would increase in 1985/86 in the
Shires of-
(a) Harvey;

(b) Waroona;
(c) Murray; and

(d) Mandurah?
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(3) Have the above ratepayers been
disadvantaged by the recent revalu-
ations carried out in the above shires?

Mr TONKIN replied:

(1) It is assumed that the question relates
only to water rates raised by the Water
Authority of Western Australia and
not to rates raised by the Harvey
Water Board.
Revenue from water rates can vary
significantly from one year to another
due to a variety of reasons. Growth is
a factor which can cause an increase in
rate revenue, whereas revaluations can
cause either an increase or a decrease,
depending on movements in the prop-
erty and rental market. The valuation
effect is clearly evident in the re-
duction in revenue from Mandurah
where property valuations have fallen
significantly at the 1985 review. On
the other hand, an improvement in
the property market in the Shire of
Murray has resulted in an increase in
rate revenue amounting to I I per cent
and growth in the shire has increased
revenue by a further 4 per cent.
(a) Harvey-2 per cent increase in

revenue;
(b) Waroona-3.8 per cent increase

in revenue;
(c) Murray-15.5 per cent increase in

revenue;
(d) Mandurah-O.7 per cent de-

crease in revenue.
(2) Unfortunately the information

requested is not readily available. To
extract this information it would be
necessary to write a computer pro-
gramme to the detriment of other en-
hancements to the revenue billing
such as the introduction of payment
options for country ratepayers.

(3) Towns within the Shire of Waroona
were not revalued in 1985, and were
last revalued in 1982. The general
valuation as carried out by the Valuer
General in the other shires in 1985 re-
established the relativities between
properties within the individual
towns. It is not possible to determine
whether ratepayers have been
advantaged or disadvantaged by the
general valuation. This would vary
from ratepayer to ratepayer.

The percentage variation for these
shires are influenced by the full year
effect of growth in 1984-85 and antici-
pated growth in 1985-86.

SEWERAGE: RATES
Revenue

110. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Water Resources:
(1) How much revenue does the Govern-

ment expect to receive from sewerage
rates in the 1985/86 year in Western
Australia?

(2) How much revenue was raised in the
1984/85 year from sewerage rates in
Western Australia?

(3) What revenue was raised from sewer-
age rates in the Shires of-
(a) Harvey;
(b) Waroona;
(c) Murray; and
(d) Mandurah,
in the 1 984/85 year?

(4) How much revenue is expected to be
raised from the Shires of-
(a) Harvey;
(b) Waroona;
(c) Murray; and
(d) Mandurah,
in 1985/86 from sewerage rates?

(5) What percentage of rate notices have
increased above the number he has
stated sewerage rates would increase
by in the 1985/86 year in the Shires
of-
(a) Harvey;
(b) Waroona;
(c) Murray; and
(d) Mandurab?

(6) Have the shires mentioned above been
disadvantaged by the recent revalu-
ations?

Mr
(1)
(2)

TONKIN replied:
$92.9 million.
$82.5 million.

(3) (a) Harvey-$222 700;
(b) Waroona-NIL;
(c) Murray-S127 100;
(d) Mandurab-S 1044 500.

(4) (a) Harvey-$234 100;
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(b) Waroona-NIL;
(c) Murray-Si 39 200;
(d) Mandurah-$i 138 900.

(5) Unfortunately the information
requested is not readily available. To
extract this information it would be
necessary to write a computer pro-
gramme to the detriment of other en-
hancements to the revenue billing
such as the introduction of payment
options for country ratepayers.

(6) The general valuation as carried out
by the Valuer General merely re-
establishes the relativities between
properties and therefore in total the
ratepayers of the respective shires
have not been disadvantaged.
Increases in the sewerage rate revenue
advised includes the full year effect of
growth.

SEWERAGE EXTENSIONS
Applecross

112. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Water Resources:
(1) Why was the deep sewerage extended

to the area in the vicinity of Fraser
Road, lower Ardross Street and The
Strand, Applecross?

(2) Who authorised this extension ahead
of other areas of higher priority?

(3) How much did it cost?
(4) How many more houses were serviced

by this extension?
(5) Of the houses brought into the scheme

how many have opted to connect to it?
(6) What has been the findings from the

review which had been requested by
local ratepayers into the rating
anomalies in this scheme?

Mr
(1)

TONKIN replied:
In 1975, under the then national
sewerage scheme, the authority was
required to determine priorities for
infill sewerage in consultation with lo-
cal authorities. The Melville City
Council gave the area in question their
highest priority based on age and fail-
ure rate of the septic systems. It was
this high priority rating that led to the
eventual sewering of the area in 1982.

(2) Perhaps the member forgets who was
in government in 1 982 and that this
question should be asked of his col-

league, the member for Floreat. That
member should be able to tell him that
it was not placed ahead of other areas
of higher priority but in fact waited
seven years after it had been given a
high priority.

(3) $809 145.
(4) 166 lots are serviced by this reticu-

lation area.
(5) 75 lots had been connected as at mid

June 1985.
(6) The present method of determining

the gross rental values of residential
properties with high site values, due to
some special feature of the land, does
result in apparent inequities.
This matter is currently under review
and I am confident that legislative
amendments will be completed in
time for the 1986-87 rating period.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS: AWARDS

Metropolitan Transport Trust: Bus Drivers
116. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Transport:
Will he please table a copy of the regu-
lations and awards under which the
Metropolitan Transport Trust bus
drivers are employed?

Mr GRILL replied:
The award under which the bus oper-
ators are employed is in the process of
being reprinted. I will make a copy of
the reprinted document available to
the member when it is available next
week, along with a copy of the Metro-
politan Transport Trust Regulations.
The Road Traffic Act and the Road
Traffic Code also apply to bus oper-
ators, as they do to all road users; and
a copy can be procured from the
Police Department.

TECHNOLOGY PARK
Medical Incorporated- Relocation

118. Mr COURT, to the Minister for
Technology:

When will the firm Medical Incorpor-
ated be relocating to Technology
Park?
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Mr BRYCE replied:
Medical Incorporated and the State
Government are in the process of
negotiations which, when finalised
will see the operations of Medical In-
corporated relocated at Technology
Park. The aiming of such a move will
depend upon how quickly the nego-
tiations can be completed. In the
meantime, Medical Incorporated has
established interim facilities in West
Perth from which it currently con-
ducts its operations. Negotiations are
expected to be completed later this
year.

TRADE: EXIM CORPORATION
Job Creation

121. Mr COURT, to the Premier:
In what industries will Exim be cre-
ating 3 000 jobs this financial year?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
The various projects Exim is involved
in will lead to a spin-off of job
opportunities upon their commence-
ment, across a broad range of indus-
tries. The member will be aware that
commencement of projects in some
industries leads to job opportunities in
associated industries.
For example, Exim's activities to en-
courage increased airline services has
contributed to job creation in the air-
line and tourist industries.

EDUCATION: TECHNICAL AND
FURTHER EDUCATION

Perth Technical College Site: WA Development
Corporation

137. Mr COURT, to the Premier:
(1) Will the Perth Technical College site

be transferred from the Education De-
partment to the Western Australian
Development Corporation?

(2) If "Yes", what price is the Western
Australian Development Corporation
paying for the land?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) and (2) The Perth Technical College

property is to be purchased by the
Western Australian Development
Corporation at a commercial price
based on the full valuation estimated
by the Valuer General.

INDUJSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT: WA
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

1BJ Australia Bank Lid
140. Mr COURT, to the Premier:

When will the Western Australian De-
velopment Corporation realise its $23
million profit on the sale of its share
of 11B3 Australia Limited?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
Pursuant to Section 24 of the Western
Australian Development Corporation
Act the financial results of WADC will
be disclosed in its annual report for
the financial year ending 30 June
1985, required to be laid before each
House of Parliament before I October
1985.

LAND: NATIONAL PARKS
Additions

164. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:

What additional areas of land, and in
what location, have been either added
to or created as new national parks in
each year since 1980?

Mr DAVIES replied:
Year National Park

1980

1981

1982
19&3
1984(85

Cape Arid
MIYnrecSteaua

Lcuwin-Naturalisic
Join Forrest
Lacuwin-Nauraliste
William Bay
Hidden Valley
Millstream
Frank Hanns
John Forrest
Walyunga
Yalgorup
Washerod
Wslpole.Nornalup
1.auwin-N.aturaliste
Fitzgerald River
Goorsgarrie
Porongurup
Lerwin-Naturaliste
West Cape Howe

Increase
(Iteetares)
26 575
34 895
383
69
2 254
33
1817
48 660
11 543
2
1.6

206
742
16
64
1O
It0
318
3 580

FORESTS
Timber Mills: Closures

167. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:
(I) Since 1983 how many timber mills

using hardwood from State forests
have ceased operations?

(2) How many people have been affected
by losing jobs as a result of mill clos-
ures?
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(3) Is the Government aware of any
further closures and what action does
it propose?

Mr DAVIES replied:

(1) None.
(2) Answered by (1).
(3) No. However, the resource currently

available from State forest areas to
three sawmills in the south-west is
limited, and the sawmillers concerned
have been advised that this resource
cannot be guaranteed beyond 1985.

FORESTS
Shannon River Basin: Royallies

168. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:
(1) What has been the-

(a) amount received;
(b) royalty earned,
from logs made available to the timber
industry from the area known as
Shannon Basin in each year since
1980?

(2) What percentage of the State total
hardwood log production came from
the Shannon Basin area in each year
since 1980?

Mr DAVIES replied:

(I) (a)

(1) (b)

KARR[
(cubic
Mmrs)

1983 Sawlog
Cisiplog

1984 Sawtog
Chiplog

MARRI
(cubic

raetres)

JARRAK
(Cubic

metres)

20585 - II558

10294 23702 -

763 - -

2186 705 -

Figures for years prior to 1983 were given in answer to
prarnenlamy question 423 or 16 August 1983,

SAWLOGS LOGS
KARR[I

KARRI JARRAH and
MARRI

$ $ $

1983
1 994

204820 110 148 107 087
8271 - 9248

Figures for years prior to 1983 were given in answer to
parliamnentary question 704 of l? August 1983.

(2) 1981 -3,06 per cent
1982-7,62 per Cent
I983-5,38 per cent
I 984-0,25 per cent.

1 70. Postponed.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
Nine-day Fortnight

1 72. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Would he detail those-

(a) salaried officers;
(b) wages staff,
in departments and agencies under his
portfolios who work a nine-day fort-
night?

(2) In each case what has been the cost of
this employment benefit?

(3) Have any departments or agencies
employed extra personnel, either sal-
aried or wages, to "make up" for staff
having a rostered day off, and would
he detail?

(4) Would he state the effect, if any, to-
(a) services provided and expected;
(b) increased costs; and
(c) to what extent?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) to (4) The member wilt be advised in
writing by the Minister for Industrial
Relations in due course.

FORESTS
Shannon River Basin: Fire Damage

181. Dr DADOUR, to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:
(1) With regard to the Shannon River

Basin, will he provide-
(a) the total area of forest damaged

by wildfire prior to 1974-7 5;
(b) the total area of karri forest

damaged by wildfire prior to
1974-75?

(2) Also with regard to the Shannon Rivet
Basin, will he provide the area of-
(a) pure karri forest;
(b) mixed karri forest;
(c) jarrah forest,
that has been-
(i) selectively logged;

(ii) clearfelled?
(3) Will he please provide the area of

karri forest in the following national
parks-
(a) D'Entrecasteaux;

(i) declared;
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(ii) proposed;
(b) Porongurup;
(c) Leeuwin-Naturaliste?

(4) Will he please specify which national
parks containing karri have had-
(a) selective logging;
(b) clearfelling,
occur in them prior to their declar-
ation, and how much?

(5) In relation to the 1985 fire in the
Brockman National Park, would he
please explain-
(a) where the fire originated;
(b) how the fire originated; and
(c) how many hectares of the national

park were burnt?
(6) In relation to an advertisement in The

West Australian of 15 July 1985, in
which householders were advised of
their right to take one trailer-load of
firewood free and without permit
from State forests-
(a) why is the Department of Conser-

vation and Land Management ad-
vertising the availability of fire-
wood from State forests;

(b) how does the department ensure
that householders will nut remove
more than one trailer load?

(7) Will he please specify the areas of-
(a) karri forest;
(b) jarrah forest,
logged in each one of the following
national parks-

(i) Walpole-Nornalup;
(ii) Beedelup;

(iii) Lceuwin-Naturaliste,
prior to their declaration?

(8) For each one of the
blocks-Beavis, Deep,
Giblett, Hawke and Jane-
(a) what is the area of-

(i) karri forest;
(ii) jarrah forest;

forest
Giants,

(b) what is the area that has been
logged in-

(i) karri forest;
(ii) jarrab forest;

(c) what is the area of karri forest
in-

(i) conservation MPAs;
(ii) scientific MPAs;
(iii) river and stream reserves;
(iv) fire buffers;
(v) wood production;

(vi) road reserves;
(vii) other (please specify)?

Mr DAVIES replied:

(1) (a) An estimate from 1973
photomosaics showed a total of
10 950 ha of fire damage in the
basin;

(b,) of the above, 6 525 ha was
confined to karri forest types.

(2) Shannon River Basin (Areas in ha)
Forest Type Selict- (ii)

ively Clear-
Logged relied

(a) Pure Karri 660 1 800
(b) Mixed Kamr 1 040 1 580
(c) .larrah 3080 ISO

Others 460 -
Total 5 240 3 560

(3) (a) Karri Forest in D'Entrecasteaux
National Park (Area in ha).

Pure Mixed
Karri Kani Total

(i) Existing miaiorual park 100 100 200
(ii) Proposed national park 3 80D 2 600 6400
Total 3900 2700 6600

(b) Porongurup-l1 700 ha.
(c) Leeuwin-Naturaliste-1 600 ha

(4) (a) and (b)
(i) Leeuwn-Naturaiste-most of the

forest was selectively logged.
Some former freehold areas were
clear-felled. No area estimate is
available.

(ii) Porongurup-It is suspected that
a very small area on the southern
side was selectively logged. No
area estimate is available.

(iii) Walpole-Nornalup-52 ha kanri
selection cut 92 ha jarrah
selection cuL-

(iv) D'Entrecasteaux-12 ha karri
ecar-felled.

(5) (a) The fire originated in a farmer's
paddock-Nelson Location 5065;

(b) the fire escaped from a control
burn on the farm;

(c) 67 ha.
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(6) (a) To direct the interested public to
areds most suited to the oper-
ation; the advertisements assist
public relations;

(b) generally, an honour system
operated; random checks may be
imposed.

(7) (a) and (b),
(i) As for part (4);

(ii) nil;
(iii)

(8) (a)
Block

Bcavis

as for part (4).
and (b)

Forest Area
Type

Korn Area 3090

Jarrab
Area

KaM Area

Cutting
Status
Virgin
Logged

Area2

2000
lo090

1 550 Virgin 990

Logd 560
I 020 Virgin 870

Management Priorities (ha)

River and
Stream Sdi

Reserves
450
310

160
140
360

Road Re-Forest Hard-
entific serves Values wood Pro- Total

duction
BOO 150 1 1300 3090

- - - 710 1020
- - 20 - 2 110

100 50 - 990 2300
- - 1020 - 2040

- 440 - 2620 3830
Please Note: Burning buffer areas are inclusive of management priority areas.

FISHERIES: LICENCES
Professional- South Coast

196. Mr OLD, to the Minister for Fisheries:
(1) What is the policy on the transfer of

existing south coast estuarine pro-
fessional licences?

(2) Is he aware of the recent transfer of an
existing south coast estuarine fishing
licence for Wilsons Inlet as reported in
the Sunday Times on 5 May 1985?

(3) What are the reasons for this ap-
proval?

(4) Was the transfer of the licence
advertised in any newspaper?

(5) Was the public made aware of the
proposed transfer in any way?

(6) Was the public given the opportunity
to apply or tender for the transferred
Wilsons Inlet licence?

(7) What were the reasons for an assistant
being approved for the transferred
Wilsons Inlet licence?

(8) Have any other south coast pro-
fessional estuarine fishing licences
either been approved for transfer or
are under consideration for transfer?

(9) Have any other assistants been
appointed to south coast professional
estuarine fishing licence holders?

Mr EVANS replied:

(1) The rules relating to the south coast
estuarine fishery do not allow transfer
of existing licences except when being
handed down throughout the Li-
censee's family. The rules provide for
the Director of Fisheries to license as-
sistants within the fishery.

Deep

Giants

Giblett

Hdawke

jarrah
Area

Kamr Area

Jarrab
Area

Kamr Area

jarrah
Area

Kamr Area

.iarrab
Area

Kanri Area

Jarnah
Area

Logged

19850 Virgin

Lagged
2 110 Virgin

Logged

340 Virgin

Logged
2300 Virgin

Logged

1 560 Virgin

Logged
2040 Virgin

Lagged

2030 Virgin

Lagged
3820 Virgin

Logged

2590 Virgin

Logged!

ISO

1 230

250

90
2 120
180

950

610
1 620
420

2 030

3 660
1 70

2 560

30

Jane

(8) (c)

Block

Beavis
Deep
Giants
Giblett
Hawke
Jane

Conser-
vation

390

2090

880
410

Burn-
ing

Buffer
1 520

310

1 340
1 200
1 600
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(2) The article on 5 May 1985 related to a
family transfer approval granted in
February 1978.

(3) to (9) Not applicable.

HURSWOOD ISLAND
Plan

197. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for
Lands and Surveys:

Would he lay on the Table of the
House a copy of a plan showing land
north of the Great Eastern Highway
including Burswood Island showing
the-
(a) site where the casino is at present

being constructed;
(b) present Westrail reserve;

(c) line and placement of Governor
Hutt's channel, creating
Burswood Island;

(d) proposed alignment of the
Burswood Island bridge and its
associated road system;

(e) freehold land associated with the
cement works;

(f) alignment of the former
Goodwood racecourse;

(g) proposed site for use of speed
boat activities;

(h) location of the former "Little"
Bunbury bridge?

Mr Mel VER replied:

Three separate plans showing the
requested information have been
forwarded direct to the member.

TRANSPORT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Members

200. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Trans port:

Will he please list the names of the
members making up the Transport
Advisory Committee and their
occupations?

Mr GRILL replied:

I am not aware of any body called the
transport advisory committee. If the
member is able to provide me with

more detail about it, I will endeavour
to supply him with the information he
requires.

201. Postponed

ROAD: NARROWS BRIDGE
Widening

215. Mr GRAYDEN, to the Minister for
Transport:

Relative to his statement in
November 1984 that consulting engin-
eers had been commissioned to inves-
tigate the practicality of widening the
Narrows Bridge-
(a) have firm recommendations been

received from the consultants in
respect of the matter;

(b) if so, what were the recom-
mendations involved?

Mr GRILL replied:

(a) and (b) An initial report has been
received from the consultant. Further
discussions are necessary with the
consultant before a firm
recommendation can be made by the
Main Roads Department. I expect to
receive advice from the Commissioner
of Main Roads shortly.

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT: SOUTH
WEST DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Press Conferences: Breakfasts
218. Mr BRA DSHAW, to the Minister with

special responsibility for "Bunbury 2000":
(1) Does the South West Development

Authority hold, or has it held, Press
conferences with a breakfast?

(2) if so, how many have been held?
(3) Who pays for the breakfasts?
(4) If the Press breakfasts have been held

and the South West Development
Authority pays the bill, how much
have these breakfasts cost?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) 3.
(3) South West Development Authority.
(4) $162.
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ABATTOIRS: MEAT
Hamburger: Exports

220. Mr GRAYDEN, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) How much hamburger meal is sold

out of Western Australia to overseas
markets?

(2) Which country or countries buy West-
ern Australian hamburger meat?

Mr EVANS replied:
(1) The Australian Bureau of Stat-

istics-Export commodity classifi-
cations 011.12.09 and
0 11. 12.19-reported that 14721.30
tonnes of boneless beef was exported
from Western Australia in 1983-84.
Such meat is suitable for manufactur-
ing into hamburger.

(2) The meat in the above commodity
classifications was exported to-

Bahrain
Barbados
Belgium-Luxembourg
Brunei
Canada
Hong Kong
Japan
Kuwait
Malaysia
Mauritius
Saudi Arabia
Singapore
Taiwan
Trinidad and Tobago
United States of America
Yemen

GOVERNMENT INSTRUMENTALITIES:
ACCOMMODATION

Bun bury:, A usimark Tower
222. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister with

special responsibility for "B unbury 2000":
(1) When is the Austmark Tower project

expected to be completed in Bunbury?
(2) How many parking bays will be

provided in the Austmark Tower?
(3) Which Government departments are

moving into the Austmark Tower?
(4) Does the Government intend to build,

or have built, any more office accom-
modation in Bunbury?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) Approximately May 1986.

(2) 81 parking bays in office complex. In
addition, 2 14 parking bays will be
available as an alternative use with ad-
joining hotel complex.

(3) Subject to final decisions-
Educat ion Department
Department of Conservation and
Land Management
Water Authority
Smaller units from other depart-
ments.

(4) Yes, as ihe need arises.

223. Postponed

HOUSING
Home Purchase Schemne: Advances

227. Mr H-ASSELL, to the Minister for
Housing:
(1) Of the $69 335 000 made available in

1984-85 for the Home Purchase
Scheme and the advances to home
builders account to be administered
through the State Housing Com-
mission, what amount was actually
provided in the form of loans Or ad-
vances to assist in home purchases?

(2) How many loans or advances were
made in 1984-85 from this budgetary
allocation?

(3) Of the $104 084 000 General Loan
Fund altocation for housing in 1 984-
85, how much was expended-
(a) as at 31 March £985;
(b) as at30lJune 1985?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) Of the $69 335 000 proposed to be ad-
vanced for home loans in the 1984-85
General Loan Fund Estimates of Ex-
penditure, $23 I 76 000 was proposed
for advances to the home purchase ac-
count and $46 159 000 was proposed
to be allocated to the State Housing
Commission to provide loans to appli-
cants to purchase a home.
Subsequently, $ 5 480 000 of these
funds were directed towards
supplementing the Commonwealth
funds provided for Aboriginal housing
works, leaving $63 855 000 available
to applicants to obtain a loan.
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$58.3 million of these funds were
either expended or committed at 30
June, 1985.

(2) 1 600 advances were approved in
1984-85. Of these, 798 were expended
before 30 June, 1985 with the balance
committed but carried over for pay-
ment in 1985-86 financial year.

(3) (a) and (b) The General Loan Fund
Estimates provided for an allocation
of $104084000 to housing
authorities. This encompassed allo-
cations to the Government Em-
ployees' Housing Authority, Industrial
and Commercial Housing Employees'
Authority, and the State Housing
Commission.
However the total capital works pro-
grammes for these bodies amounted
to $208 416 000, with the balance of
the funds being provided from Com-
monwealth funding and/or internal
funding sources.
The balance of funds in the State
housing account at 31 March, 1985
was $ 14.547 million and at 30 June,
1985 was $56.107 million-made up
of a mix of funds from State, Com-
monwealth, and internal sources.
At 30 June, 1985 the State Housing
Commission's funds for home loans
and other capital programme works
were fully committed.

TOURISM COMMISSION

Mfr W. Gilt: Employment
228. Mr H-ASSELL, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Tourism:
Is Mr Bill Gill-

(a) an adviser to;
(b) a consultant of-,
(c) an employee of,
either the Government or the Western
Australian Tourism Commission, and
if so in any case, what are his total
emoluments and what are his
responsibilities in terms of work to be
undertaken and time to be spent?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(a) to (c) Mr Gill is an adviser to the

Western Australian Tourism Com-
mission in his capacity as a Member Of

the Commission and receives the stan-
dard remuneration of $3 000 per an-
num applicable to commissioners.
Mr Gill is also Chairman of the
"Albany Tomorrow" study group and
receives the standard daily allowance
payable to persons serving on Govern-
men t boards or committees.

PLANNING
Metropolitan Region Planning Authority

Property Rents
229. Mr H-ASSELL, to the Minister for

Planning:
(1) Has the Metropolitan Region Plan-

ning Authority arranged for the super-
vision of its properties and the collec-
tion of its rents to be taken over by the
private sector?

(2) If so, what firm is involved and what
remuneration is to be paid to that
firm?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) and (2) The Metropolitan Region
Planning Authority has called for
registration of interest and has
received 57 submissions which are
currently being assessed.

PORTS AND HARBOURS
Boat Harbour: Hillarys

230. Mr CLARKO, to the Minister for
Planning:
(1) Of the $13 million estimated capital

cost of the proposed Hillary's boat
harbour how much will be a public
expense and how much a private ex-
pense?

(2) Would he enumerate the details of the
private expenditure?

(3) What elements of the project will be
privately operated?

(4) What steps are proposed regarding the
appointment of the private operators?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) Approximately $9 million will be pub-

lic expenditure and $4 million from
the private sector.

(2) Private expenditure will relate to the
provision of mooring pen systems and
land support services in lease areas.

(3) As in (2).
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(4) The Government will seek an ex-
pression of interest from prospective
developers-operators later this year.

231. Postponed.

ARTS
Ballet Companies: Financial Assistance

232. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for the
Arts:
(1) What ballet or dance companies other

than the West Australian Ballet
Company receive inancial assistance
from the Western Australian Arts
Council?

(2) In the year 1984-85 how much money
was allocated for the purpose of grants
to ballet and dance by the Western
Australian Arts Council?

(3) Of this amount-
(a) how much was granted to the

West Australian Ballet Company;
(b) how much was granted to dance

or ballet in the rural areas;
(c) how much was granted to other

dance or ballet companies in
Western Australia?

(4) What "Dance in Education schemes"
are presently being conducted in
country schools, and, if any,-
(a) who is funding each of the

schemes;
(b) how much is each scheme being

funded;
(c) what styles of dance are being

taught in each of the schemes;
(d) how many people are involved in

and carrying out each scheme;
(e) are these schemes available for all

country schools in Western
Australia and are they available at
the same cost as those in the
metropolitan area?

(5) Have members of the present Western
Australian Arts Council attended per-
formances by Western Australian
dance companies other than the West
Australian Ballet Company?

(6) If "Yes" to (5), which other dance
companies have been attended?

(7) Does the policy of the Western
Australian Ants Council exclude
funding for any other dance or ballet
company other than the West
Australian Ballet Company?

Mr DAVIES replied:
(1) Still Moves Dance Laboratory (84-85)

Kinetikos. (84),
2-Dance (Dance-in-Education 85),
plus a number of dance organisations
and individuals.

(2) $467916.
(3) (a) $418 095;

(b) no funds were granted directly to
rural areas; however some grants
are considered as statewide
grants;

(c) $32 195.
The balance of $17627 was
mainly special purpose grants to
dance organisations, ethnic
groups, and individuals.

(4) This question has been passed on to
the Minister for Education whose area
this encompasses.

(5) Yes, both council and staff members
attend dance performances.

(6) Still Moves Dance Laboratory,
2-Dance,
Daedalus,
Kinetikos.

(7) Due to limitation of funds the West-
ern Australian Arts Council can only
provide substantial general purpose
annual grants to one ballet-dance
company-i.e., West Australian
Ballet Company. However, all dance
or ballet companies or organisations
are eligible to apply for special pur-
pose funding.

PLANN ING
Old Tip Site: Manning

233. Mr GRAYDEN, to the Minister for
Planning:

What is the current position in respect
of negotiations between South Perth
City Council and the Metropolitan
Region Planning Authority regarding
the old tip at the corner of Goss Av-
enue and Manning Road, Manning?
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Mr PEARCE replied:
The Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority has agreed to lease the for-
mer tip Site to the City of South Perth
for parks and recreation purposes. I
am advised that the draft lease docu-
ments will be forwarded to the council
shortly.

EDUCATION: TECHNICAL AND
FURTHER EDUCATION

Perth College: Cost
234. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for

Works:
(1) What was the initial budget cast for

the new Perth Technical College?
(2) What is the present estimated cost of

this building?
Mr MelV ER replied:
(I) Initial commencement cost at I

December 1983-S$14 520 000.
(2) Estimated project cost at 31 July

1985-$ 15 000 000.

235 and 236. Postponed.

WATER RESOURCES: RATES
Due Date: Country

237. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Water Resources:

Has the due date for the payment of
water and sewerage rates for country
consumers been advanced this year?

Mr TON KIN replied:
Yes, in some instances. Last year rate
accounts were produced over a two-
week period from 20 July to 3 August.
The last date for payment in some in-
stances was as late as 24 August.
This year rates were produced in two
days commencing on 22 July. The last
date for payment on the account was
12 August.

TOURISM COMMISSION
Members:- Appointments

238. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Tourism:
(1) Who are the current members of the

Western Australian Tourism Com-
mission?

(2) When do the current appointments of
each commissioner expire?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

Mr Len Hitchen

Mr Basil Atkinson

Mr Bill Gill

Mr Ted Archer

Mr Warren Tucker

M r Stephen Hales

Mr John Osborn

(2)
1 January
1989
31 December
1987
31 December
1987
31 December
[986
31 December
1986
31 December
1985
31 December
1987

ROTTNEST ISLAND BOARD
Members: Appointments

239. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Tourism:
(1) Who are the current members of the

Rottnest Island Board?
(2) When do the current appointments of

each member expire?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(I) and (2) The current members of the

Rottoest Island Board, all of whom ex-
cept Mr C. Sanders were appointed by
the previous Government, are-

Appointment expiry date
Mr D. Dempster 30/6/1988
Mr A. Ednie-Brown 30/6/1988
Mr M. A. Lewis 30/6/1988
Mrs P. Barbiett 30/6/1986
Mr C. Sanders 30/6/1988

MR KEITH GALE
Accommodation: Parmelia Hotel

240. Mr MacKINNON, to the Premier:
(1) Has the Government ever paid ac-

commodation expenses to house Mr
Keith Gale at the Parmelia Hilton?

(2) If so, for what period of time and at
what cost?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) and (2) Con sultancy arrangements be-

tween the Government and Bittai Pty
Ltd required Bittai's senior consulIt-
ant, Mr Gale, to visit Perth and while
over here, accommodation and
reasonable expenses would be met by
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the Government. On the occasions Mr
K. Gale personally paid the hotel bill,
he presented his account for recoup of
the expenditure.

24 1. Postponed.

LIQUOR
Licensed Stores: Returns

242. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Racing and
Gaming:
(1) Have licensed stores been asked to

complete a new and more complicated
annual return to be lodged with the
Licensing Court?

(2) Does this format mean that the store
proprietors must break down their fig-
ures into the actual litreage or all
products that they buy?

(3) Why has this change been made?
(4) Has the Minister or the Licensing

Court received objections to this new
format?

(5) Will the Minister ensure that this ap-
parently new and expensive procedure
is dispensed with?

(6) If not, why not?
Mr PEARCE replied:
(I) to (3) The Licensing Court has had the

power under the Liquor Act 1970-
1983 to request such information for a
considerable span of time. The change
in format has been considered necess-
ary by the Licensing Court as a result
of a decision to implement a
computerised system for the assess-
ment and collection of revenue.

(4) Some concern has been raised in re-
spect. of the new format.

(5) and (6) The Licensing Court is an in-
dependent judicial body responsible
for any matter within its jurisdiction
and is not subject to ministerial direc-
tion.

HEALTH: ALCOHOL
Serenity Lodge: Financial Assistance

243. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Health:
(t) Since 1 July 1984 how much has been

paid to Serenity Lodge in
Rockingham?

(2) On what dates were each of the pay-
ments made?

(3) What were the conditions applying to
each payment?

Mr HODGE replied:
(1) $40220.
(2) 13 June 1985 $34 000.

23 July 1985 $6 220.
(3) The standard "terms of agreement

and conditions of grant".
Funding for the "supply period"
1985-86 has been paid as per Clause
34 of the agreement.

EDUCATION: P RE-PRIMARY
West Leeden'ile: Maintenance Programme

244. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Has he received a request for a repairs

and maintenance programme to be
undertaken at the West Leederville
pre-primary centre?

(2) If so, from whom was the request
received?

(3) When will the centre receive such at-
tention?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(L) Yes.
(2) The West Leederville Primary School

Pa rents and Cit izens' Assoc iation.
(3) Before the end of September 1985.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOL
Kununurra District: School Nurse

245. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Has he received a request from the

Kununurra parents and citizens as-
sociation to approve the appointment
of a full-time nurse to the school?

(2) Has he agreed to that request?
(3) If not, why not?
Mr HODGE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) and (3) My department considers that

adequate services are provided for the
students at present at the school by
community nurses and health
workers. The situation of a full-time
school nurse will be monitored.
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HOUSING
Budlding Block: Hamilton Hill

246. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Housing:

(I) What was the purchase price of the
land at Lot 739 Ely Street, Hamilton
Hill upon which the house referred to
in question 3590 of 4 July 1985 was
built?

(2) What was the final construction cost
of this property?

(3) When was the property completed?
(4) At what rental per week is the house

currently being let?
Mr WILSON replied:

(I) Lot 739 Ely Street, Hamilton Hill, was
pant of the State Housing Com-
mission's land holdings and therefore
not subject to purchase on the open
market. The land was, however,
valued at $15 000 at the time con-
struction commenced.

(2) The cost of construction to date is
$38 243.65, but there may be minor
alterations to this figure for final
administration costs which is deter-
mined following six monthly mainten-
ance.

(3) The property was completed on 20
June 1985.

(4) The full assessed rental on the prop-
erty is $61.50 per week. The current
rental tenant has been assessed as be-
ing eligible for a rebated rent.

LAND
Kununurra: Development

247. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Lands and Surveys:

Will he list for me the land in
Kununurra that is currently zoned and
sericed and available for-
(a) hotel/motel development;
(b) caravan park development;
(c) tourism development?

Mr Mel VER replied:

(a) to (c) Although the Lands Department
currently has no sites available for the
purpose listed in the question, it has
been active in ensuring the provision
of such sites, viz-

(1) as a result of shire rejection of
proposed tourist hotel sites, agree-
ment has been reached between
the Town Planning Board, the
shire, and the department for the
shire's consultant planner to
make a st ud y of lakefron t la nds to
identify those which should be
preserved and those which could
be devetoped;

(2) a recently released caravan park
site was taken up and develop-
ment is nearing completion;

(3) a major lakeside tourist develop-
ment site released some time ago
has been developed to First stage
and has scope for further
substantial development;

(4) a large site overlooking Lake
Argyle leased out last year for the
development of a major resort ho-
tel is under active negotiations
which may lead to commence-
ment of construction.

WA FLORAL ENTERPRISES PTY LTD

Costs: Payment
248. Mr MacKINNON, to the Premier:

(1) Who wilt pay the costs associated with
the Western Australian floral exports
joint venture which has now been
abandoned?

(2) Will Mr Barry Waldeck be reimbursed
for the money he has expended on the
joint venture?

(3) If so, who will pay these costs?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) The ultimate user of the information
gathered by Exim.

(2) No.
(3) Not applicable.

DEFENCE
United States Personnel: visitors

249. Mr MacKINNON, to the Premier:
How many United States Service per-
sonnel visited Western Austratia dur-
ing the year ended 30 June 1 985?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
11 819.
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MOTOR VEHICLES: GOVERNMENT
Replacements

250. Mr MacKINNON, to the Premier:
How much was spent by the Govern-
ment during the year ended 30 June
1985 on motor vehicle replacements?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

Actual expenditure from the motor
vehicle purchase and replacement
trust fund on replacement motor ve-
hicles for the year ending 30 June
1985 was $14 032 048.

WORKS: BUILDING MANAGEMENT
AUTHORITY

Staff
251. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for

Works:
(1) How many people are currently

employed by the Building Manage-
ment Authority?

(2) How many of these employees are
involved in the day labour force?

Mr MOlVER replied:
(1) 1 680.
(2) 1 145.

SPORT AND RECREATION: FOOTBALL
WA Football League (Inc): Payments

252. Mr MacKINNON, to the Premier:
During the year ended 30 June 1985
what payments were made by the
Government to the Western
Australian Football League?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
$689 410 including $653 495 to
Subiaco oval; and the remainder being
sports Instant Lottery funds grants.

CORPORATE AFFAIRS COMMISSIONER
Correspondence: Delivery

253. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister
representing the Attorney General:

How is correspondence from the
office of the Commissioner for Cor-
porate Affairs delivered?

Mr GRILL replied:
Four methods are used to despatch
mail from the Corporate Affairs De-
partment-

(I) Mail is collected three times in
each week by the Correspondence
Despatch Office for processing
and delivery. This method is used
for the majority of the depart-
meat's mail.

(2) Mail is taken each day to the Pier
Street Post Office for delivery by
Australia Post.

(3) A small number of items are sent
by certified or registered mail.

(4) Some items are hand-delivered or
personally collected from the de-
partment.

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING
Job Link: Projects

254. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Employment
and Training:

Will the Minister detail for me the
nature of those Job Link projects he
listed in his answer to my question
22 17 of 20 February 198 5?

Mr PEARCE replied:
The member will be provided with the
information by letter from the Minis-
ter for Employment and Training in
due course.

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING
Skills West '85: Projects

255. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Employment
and Training:

Will the Minister provide me with a
list of projects that were funded dur-
ing the year ended 30 June 1985 from
the Skills West '8 5 programme?

Mr PEARCE replied:
The member will be provided with the
information by letter from the Minis-
ter for Employment and Training in
due course.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS: BANKS
Rural and Industries Bank. Property Holdings

256. Mr MacKINNON, to the Premier:
What property is owned in St George's
Terrace in total or part by the Rural
and Industries Bank?
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Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
Property owned by the Sank in St
George's Terrace is-
(1) Pruidential Building at 95-99 St

George's Terrace.
(2) Branch premises at 101-103 St

George's Terrace.
(3) R&I Tower at Cnr St George's

Terrace and William
Street-joint venture with
Ausimark Ltd.

TOURISM COMMISSION
Boat Charter: America's Cup

257. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Tourism:
(1) Is the Tourism Commission planning

to purchase or lease a boat for use
associated with the America's Cup
challenge?

(2) What will be the total cost commit-
ment from the commission for the
boat?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) and (2) The commission is not plan-
ning to purchase a vessel for use dur-
ing the America's Cup defence period.
However, consideration is being given
to the merits of entering into a long-
term charter arrangement to enable
the commission to meet its obligations
in this area, on the most cost efficient
basis. Actual costs have not yet been
determined.

CRIME: SENTENCES
Aborigines

258. Mr PETER JONES, to the Minister with
special responsibility for Aboriginal Af-
fairs:
(1) Is there concern at the level of sen-

tences imposed by courts on Aborigi-
nal defendants found guilty of assault,
breaking and entering, assault with a
deadly weapon, and similar serious
crimes?

(2) Has he discussed the above situation
with the Attorney General?

(3) Will he consider seeking more severe
penalties for Aborigines convicted of
serious crimes?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) to (3) These are matters that would be

more appropriately directed to the At-
torney General and Minister for
Prisons.

CRIME: SENTENCES
Standard

259. Mr PETER JONES, to the Minister
representing the Attorney General:
(1) Is the Attorney General in accord with

the present level of penalties being
imposed on persons convicted of
serious crimes?

(2) If not, what action is the Attorney
General taking to ensure that the pen-
alty fits the crime?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) and (2) The Government has already
announced measures which are
expected to lead to increased penalties
for a number of serious crimes. These
measures include amendments to the
Criminal Code and the Offenders
Probation and Parole Act, which will
be introduced in the current session.

COURT: LOCAL COURT
Meekatharra

260. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister
representing the Attorney General:
(1) Has the Attorney General received a

letter from the Meekatharra Branch,
Kalgoorlie Central Division of the
Liberal Party, regarding the status of
the local court in Meekatharra?

(2) If so, will the Attorney General place a
stipendiary Magistrate at Meekatharra
as requested and supported by appar-
ently justifiable reasons in the letter?

(3) If not, will the Attorney General at
least consider the appointment of
further Justices of the Peace to al-
leviate the burden of the presently act-
ing two Justices of the Peace?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) and (3) The appointment of a magis-
trate to the Murchison area cannot be
justified. In the six months to 30 June
1985, justices Were called to preside in
Meekatharra, on average, on ten days
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per month. Most hearings were of
short duration, with the longest being
one hour and ten minutes.

Eight justices are recorded in the re-
cent revision of the Commission of
the Peace for Meekatharra-including
persons resident on pastoral
stations-and one nomination is
under consideration.

Four persons-including three jus-
tices-have been appointed as mem-
bers of the Children's Court.

EDUCATION: PRINCIPALS

High Schools: Promotion by Merit

261. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) Does the recently announced
',promotion by merit" policy en-
compass the position of secondary
school principals?

(2) If so, does this mean that discrimi-
nation against men would cease being
part of the promotion policy to these
positions and more meritorious men
can be appointed even if there are a
greater number of male secondary
school principals than those of the fair
sex?

(3) If not, why not?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(I) Yes.

(2) and (3) It is not accepted that the
present promotion by merit scheme
discriminates against men. The appli-
cants for promotion by merit are
evaluated by a superintendent and
school-based staff on identical criteria.
These evaluations are then assessed
and recommendations for promotion
made by a committee composed of a
departmental representative, a
Teach rs' Union representative, and a
third person who is independent of
the department and the union.

ROAD: ROCHDALE ROAD

Bypass

262. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Transport:

When is the construction of the by-
pass road, aiming to eliminate the
traffic flow on Rochdale Road, going
to commence, and when is it going to
be completed?

Mr GRILL replied:

Construction is expected to com-
mence i n Nove mber a nd be comnpl eted
by August 1986.

TRAFFIC FLOW

indoor Sports Centre

263. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Now that the Premier has announced
the Government's firm decision to
proceed with the McG illivray Park
sports centre, can he state what
studies, and with whom, have been
commissioned or have been made re-
garding the density of traffic flow at
various times of the day to be
expected in connection with the
Sports Centre?

(2) What are the terms of reference of
such studies?

(3) What amounts have been budgeted for
new access roads and for upgrading
and widening existing roads to cater
for the increased traffic flow in the
areas of Mt Claremont, North
Claremont, Swanbourne and
Graylands?

(4) Can he give assurances that there will
be no imposition on quiet residential
areas by increased traffic flows?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) to (4) It is understood the McGillivray
Park sports centre proposal is being
handled by the Minister for Housing,
Youth Affairs, the Aged, Community
Services, and Sport and Recreation
(Hon. K. J. Wilson, MLA). It is
suggested that this question should
therefore be directed to his office for
reply.
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TRAVEL AGENTS
Registration: Legislation

264. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Consumer
Affairs:
(1) Is it a fact that the Government wishes

to register travel agents?
(2) If so, will legislation be introduced

during this current session of Parlia-
ment?

Mr TONKIN replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The matter is under consideration.

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING
Employment Strategies Fund: Expenditure

265. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Employment
and Training:

How much money was actually
expended on the State Employment
Strategies Fund during the 1984-85
financial year?

Mr PEARCE replied:
$3 641 345.30.

ANIMALS: HUMAN CONSUMPTION
Veterinary Products

266. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) What action is he intending to take

with regard to possible misuse of anti-
biotics and other veterinary products
used in animals for human
consumption?

(2) Does he intend to introduce any legis-
lation with regard to the supply and
use of antibiotics and other veterinary
products used on animals for human
consumption?

Mr HODGE replied:
(1) The action is as outlined in the answer

to a similar question on Thursday, 13
December 1984.

(2) No, other than the proposed amend-
ment to the Poisons Act referred to in
the above answer. National residue
surveys have failed to show harmful
amounts of antibiotics or pesticides in
meat offered for sale. Levels are
usually below the limit of detection. I
do accept, however, misuse of anti--

biotics and other veterinary products
in animals can pose potential prob-
lems to public health and a cooperat-
ive effort is required by all in the in-
dustry, including pharmacists and vet-
erinary surgeons.

HOUSING
Allocation: Annual

267. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Housing:
(1) What was the amount allocated for

housing in Western Australia in-
(a) 1981;
(b) 1982;
(c) 1983;
(d) 1984?

(2) How much was allocated for Aborigi-
nal housing and what was the percent-
age of the total allocation i3i-
(a) 1981;
(b) 1982;
(c) 1983;
(d) 1984?

(3) How much in dollar te.-ms and per-
centage of income is the amount of
money owed in arrears in-
(a) 198 1;
(b) 1982;
(c) 1983;
(d) 1984?

(4) What is the percentage owed in arrears
for State Housing Commission rentals
from concessions as against total rev-
enue, and similarly for Aboriginals,
in-
(a) 1981;
(b) 1982;
(c) 1983;
(d) 1984?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) The State and Commonwealth funds
allocated to the State Housing Com-
mission are as follows-

(a) 1980-81
(b) 1981.82
(c) 1982.83
(d) 1983.84

$000'a
Common.-

State walth
$ S

Total
I

7 350 30 299 37 649
88950 27317 36 167

16 350 41 298 57648
24040 5100D6 75046
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(2) The funds allocated for Aboriginal
housing and the percentage of total al-
location are as follows-

State
and

Common- Percentare
weallh of Tots

5 Funds
7910 2, .00
7375 21.77
8340 14,46

10849 14.45

(a) 1990431
(b) 1981-82
(c) 1982-83
(d) 1983-84

(3) The amount of arrears and the per-
centage to net annual rental income is
as follows-

Net Annual Rental Income

Arrears as at 30OJune

Percentage Arrears to Incomur

(a) 1930-81
(b) 1981.82
Cc) 1982-3
(d) 1983-34

5 $
34041 232 0.82
39051 398 1.02
44 375 10Oil 2.27
47268 767 1,62

(4) Value of rental arrears and percentage
of rental arrears to net rental income
for State Housing Commission and
Aboriginal housing-

(a) 1 98 
Mb 1981-82
(c) 1982.83
(d) 1983-84

Slate Housing
Commission

Annual A~a Annual
Net fastP Net

Rental 30a Juereent- Rental
I ncomn ue age Income

S S $
32401 95 0.29 1640
36744 118 0.32 2307
41 491 536 1.29 2884
44 226 348 0.78 3 042

Aboviginal
Housing Pret

Arrears. a ecet
at 3OJunc age

1837
280
475
419

11.35
12.15
16.46
13.78

268. Postponed.

TAXES AND CHARGES
Increases: Revenue

269. Mr H-ASSELL, to the Treasurer:
How much additional revenue is
expected to be raised (that is, in dollar
terms how much extra money is
expected to be received) this fiscal
year as a result of increases in charges
announced recently for-

(a) the State Energy Commission;
(b) the Water Authority of Western

Australia (metropolitan charges);
(c) the Water Authority of Western

Australia (country water, sewer-
age, irrigation and drainage
charges);

(d) the fuel franchise levy;
(e) motor vehicle licences;

()the Metropolitan Transport
Trust;

(g) Westrail;
(h) Department of Marine and H-ar-

bours marine charges; and
(i) the State Housing Commission?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(a) $21 million;
(b) $2.75 million;
(c) $1.45 million;
(d) there was no increase in the fuel fran-

chise fee;
(e) there was no Increase in motor vehicle

l icences;
(f) there was no increase in MTT fares;
(g) the changes to various Westrail rates

are offsetting and no additional rev-
enue is expected to be raised;

(h) $260 000;
(i) $1.7 million.

WORKS: BUILDING AUTHORITY
Borrowings

270. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Works:

Adverting to question number 193 of
22 August 1985 this question has been
inadvertently mistyped: the Western
Australian Building Management
Authority should have read Western
Australian Building Authority: In
view of this I ask the Minister whether
the reply he has given is still valid?

Mr McI VER replied:
In view of the phrasing of question
193, it was automatically assumed the
member was adverting to the Western
Australian Building Authority and not
the Building Management Authority
of Westerni Australia and the answer
was provided accordingly.
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WORKS: BUILDING MANAGEMENT
AUTHORITY

Borrowings

271. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Works:

(1) Has the WA Building Management
Authority as a Government Depart-
ment under the Public Service Act the
right to borrow money outside the
Loan Budget?

(2) From which sources were the amounts
specified in his reply to question 193
of 1985 borrowed?

Mr McI VER replied:

(1) It is presumed that the question refers
to the Building Management Auth-
ority of Western Australia; and if this
is the case, the answer is no.

(2) The borrowings referred to in quest ion
193 of 1985 were raised by the
Treasurer of Western Australia under
the provisions of the Borrowings for
Authorities Act 1981-82.

272. Postponed.

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING

Community Employment Initiatives Unit:
Report

273. Mr H-ASSELL, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Employment
and Training:

(1) Was a report prepared by way of a
review of the first year of operations
of the Community Employment In-
itiatives Unit of the Department of
Employment and Training?

(2) If "Yes", who conducted that review?

(3) Will the Minister undertake to pro-
vide me with a copy of that report?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(I) Yes.

(2) The Institute for Social Programme
Evaluation, Murdoch University.

(3) Yes.

TRANSPORT: RAILWAY

Bunbury-Kwinana: Electrification

274. Mr HASSELL, to -the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Private consultants Merz and
McClellan and Partners and Inter-
national Engineering Co. Inc. were
reported to have commenced, in
March of this year, a study of the
economics of electrifying the Kwinana
to Bunbury railway line: Has a report
on the matter been presented by those
consultants to the Government?

(2) Will he undertake to provide me with
a copy of that report?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) The report has been submitted to me.
However, no formal
recommendations have been made to
Government.

(2) When the report and final
recommendations are available for
submission to Government, the mem-
ber will receive a copy.

275. Postponed.

WORKS: BUILDING AUTHORITY

Ministerial Responsibility

276. Mr MENSAROS, to the Premier:

Further to his reply to question num-
ber 188 of 22 August 1985 this ques-
tion has been inadvertently mistyped
as it should have referred to the West-
ern Australian Building Authority: In
view of this would he please say which
Minister is responsible for the West-
ern Australian Building Authority and
where is such responsibility shown in
the Government Gazette?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

The Minister for Works is responsible
for the Western Australian Building
Authority under the Public Works Act
which is listed on page 1612 of the
Government Gazette on 10 May 1985.
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

ENERGY: GAS
Sales Agreement: Minister's Paper

61. Mr TOM JONES, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

Can the Minister advise the House of
the truth or otherwise of a statement
by the Opposition that his paper on
the implications of the North-West
Shelf gas sales agreement was-
(a) written by his adviser, Bill

IThomas;

(b) critical of Alcoa and officers of
the State Energy Commission;
and,

(c) timed for political purposes?
Mr PARKER replied:

I thank the member for Collie for
some notice of the question, the
answer to which is as follows-
(a) In respect to the claim by some

members of the Opposition that
the paper was written by my ad-
viser, Bill Thomas, I advise the
claim is simply untrue.

Mr MacKinnon: Did he have any part in
the paper?

Mr PARKER: I did not say that. If the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition will
let me finish, I will tell him about it.
The bulk of the paper included words
taken verbatim and graphs from the
report of the gas strategy com-
mittee-a committee which was set
up by the Government and which
consisted of Mr Les MeCarrey (the
former Under Treasurer and now the
Director General of Economic Devel-
opment), Mr Stuart Hohnen (the Co-
ordinator of Resources Development),
and Mr Bruce Kirkwood (the Com-
missioner of the State Energy Com-
mission). Ninety-five per cent of the
content of that paper, certainly all the
facts about decisions made at various
stages, and the advice that was or was
not taken, is the result of the work
done by the gas strategy committee. In
addition, the graphs that were in-
cluded were entirely the work of the
committee and of Credit-Suisse-First
Boston, the financial advisers who
were appointed to advise the Govern-
ment on the renegotiation which took

place earlier this year and on sub-
sequent events which have taken
place.
Not only Mr Thomas, but also other
members of my staff coordinated the
work that was necessary because obvi-
ously 1 did not have the time to do it
myself. However, the final liraft of the
paper, and certainly any political com-
menits made in addition to those fac-
tual aspects which came from the
work of the gas strategy committee,
were made by me;, and I spent the first
two or three days of last week writing
the final draft of that paper.

Mr MacKinnon: Mr Thomas had no part
in it?

Mr PARKER: I have just told members of
the House that, like other members of
my staff, Mr Thomas played a pant in
bringing the report together-it was a
fairly substantial exercise. I have told
members that 95 per cent of the words
were taken verbatim from the gas
strategy committee report, which was
the work of Mr McCarrey.

(b) The second pant of this question
mentioned the Opposition's claim
that the report was critical of
Alcoa and of SEC officers. That is
untrue as a cursory examination,
let alone a detailed examination,
of the report will show. In fact, it
is quite to the contrary. The re-
port is complimentary about
Alcoa. Throughout the period of
negotiations and especially at the
time the Government was
renegotiating with the joint ven-
turers, because it did not want to
put itself in the same position as
the former Government put itself
in where it had a contract with the
joint venturers and it had to try
and negotiate later with Alcoa. It
was placed at a substantial disad-
vantage because this Government
insisted that arrangements with
Alcoa be in place before the
Government's arrangements with
the joint venturers were in place.
As I said in the report, Alcoa
played a very constructive pant in-
deed in the negotiations and there
is not one word of criticism of
Alcoa in the report. There are
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quite a few words of praise for
Alcoa and suggestions on how it
helped in the disastrous situation
in which the State found itself
and, in fact, how it made what
could be described as sensible and
correct business decisions at vari-
ous stages of its negotiating pro-
cedure, not only with this
Government, but also with the
former Government. Had similar
sensible business practices been
followed by the former Govern-
ment, the State would not be in
the position in which in fact it is
now.

As far as the officers of the SEC
are concerned-of course the
member for Narrogin constantly
talks about and tries to hide be-
hind officers of the SEC-one of
the things that was clearly
revealed in all the documents and
correspondence was that many of
the detailed matters of nego-
tiation of the gas sales agreements
between the SEC and the joint
venturers were handled by
officers and advice was proffered.
On the three critical decisions
made by the Government-the
decision to increase the take in
the south-west from 250 million
cubic feet of gas a day to 300
million; the decision to take an
the marketing of 70 million cubic
feet of the Pilbara gas per day in
1979; and the decision to proceed
with the construction, letting of
contracts, purchasing of pipe, and
all the other work associated with
the commencement of the pipe-
line-in the first two cases the de-
cision was not taken on the basis
of SEC advice or advice from
other departments. The third de-
cision about continuing the con-
tracts was taken against-

Point of Order

Mr H-ASSELL. The Minister is making a
political speech which is unrelated to
the question, and quite deliberately in
circumstances where the people he is
accusing have no opportunity to reply.
This properly belongs in a debating
situation and not in question time.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: On the same point of
order, it is quite tiresome because the
only person to whom the Leader of the
Opposition can be referring when he
says that people do not have the op-
portunity of answering for themselves
is the member for Narrogin. It is not
the Government's fault that the mem-
ber for Narrogin is not present. As far
as the Minister is concerned and as far
as th e poi nt o f order is concerned, i t i s
once again a demonstration of the in-
ability of the Opposition to realise
that it is in opposition and that it does
not have the right to order Ministers
to answer questions to suit it.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! In re-
spect of the point of order, it must be
obvious to most members who have
spent some time in this House that
there are occasions when statements
are made to answer the question
asked; and that is unpalatable to
them. That is a fact of life. What also
is a fact of life is that no member in
this House can direct Ministers to
answer or not to answer, or what to
say in their answers. The only course
open to me is to indicate that answers
should be reasonably concise. How-
ever, I point out to members that it is
rather difficult for me to say that so
far, of the Minister for Minerals and
Energy. There have been many oc-
casions when answers have been con-
siderably longer than tbis one and
those answers have not been similarly
treated.
I take this opportunity to indicate to
the Minister that answers should be
relatively concise.

Mr PARKER: Thank you, Mr Deputy
Speaker. As members would have
observed, this answer is relatively con-
cise.

Questions Without Notice Resumed.
I would like to make two brief ad-
ditional points about the SEC. The
member for Narrogin has consistently
tried to hide behind officers of the
SEC and at times has called for the
resignation of various officers. The re-
port conclusively demonstrates that
the responsibility for these decisions
rests not with officers from the SEC
but with him and his predecessor, the
member for Floreat.
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(c) The third question raised by the
member for Collie referred to the
timing of the release of the report.
As I have indicated, the report
could not have been released
earlier than the date on which the
final arrangements were made for
the go-ahead of the North-West
Shelf project and the final signing
of the agreements which followed
the renegotiation in March and
the proclamation of the Bill, the
green light for the project. The
proclamation was made on, I
think, 29 July. I am very proud of
my role and this Government's
role in ensuring the go ahead of
this project.

Several members interjected.

Mr PARKER: I am trying to be brief, but
it is very hard. It is universally
acknowledged, and certainly any one
of the joint venture partners will tell
this House quite openly and honestly
without any prompting from the
Government-they have said it pub-
licly on many occasions-that the sec-
ond stage of the North-West Shelf
project would not have gone ahead
without the involvement of this
Government and me in particular.

Several members interjected.

Mr PARKER: I am very proud of that.

The Opposition has talked for years
about the second stage of the North-
West Shelf project. In the 1977 eec-
tion they talked about it; in the 1980
election they talked about it; and in
the 1983 election they talked about it;
but it never came.

Several members interjected.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr PARKER: I am happy to go on for a
long time.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Perhaps the
Minister for Minerals and Energy
should resume his seat so that I can
lend some guidance to the Opposition.
It seems to me that members of the
Opposition want the Minister to con-
elude the answer to this question and
sit down. Might I suggest the quickest
way for that to happen is for interjec-
t ions to cease, or at least to slow down.

Mr PARKER: It was only when this
Government came to power that the
second stage of the North-West Shelf
gas project was able to proceed.

Several members interjected.
Mr PARKER: It would have been easier to

do it at that stage. We would have
preferred to do it that way, but I will
not go into that now because I have
been asked by the Deputy Speaker to
be quick. We would have preferred to
have released all that information
much earlier than we were able to. It
was very difficult for us to endure
some of the criticism which was being
made without being able to release
that information. We decided that the
responsible decision was to ensure
that we went ahead with the North-
West Shelf project. As soon as we had
done that, we released all the infor-
mation, and that was our response as
Ministers of the Crown and as rep-
resentatives of the people of Western
Australia.

PRISONER: RONALD JOSEPH DODD
Parole

62. Mr HASSELL, to the Premier:
(1) Is he aware that the convicted killer,

Ronald Joseph Dodd, is to be released
on parole with the approval of the At-
torney General on 6 September after
serving only eight years of a life sen-
tence for wilful murder?

(2) Is he further aware that after his
conviction Dodd was reported in the
newspaper on 5 February 1977 to
have been on parole from prison at the
time of the murder? There was a de-
scription of the way in which the mur-
der was carried out.

(3) Is the Premier concerned about this
position and will he be reviewing it
with the Attorney General?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) to (3) To the best of my knowledge I

have not been acquainted with this
matter and I am not aware of it. In
those circumstances it is very difficult
for me to pass judgment without the
details being conveyed to me. I shall
be happy to ask the Attorney General
whether the question raised by the
Leader of the Opposition is factual,
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and if the Leader of the Opposition
wants ta raise the matter with the At-
torney General I am sure he will be
pleased to talk to him also.

HOUSING: NEGATIVE GEARING
Premier's Attitude

63. Mr BURKETT, to the Minister for
Housing:
(I) Is he aware of a statement issued by

the Leader of the Opposition claiming
that the Premier supported Federal
Government taxation provisions
which would mean that people such as
school teachers, policemen, welfare
officers, bank managers, railway
workers, and others, when moving to
work in the country, will no longer be
able to deduct the loss they suffer
when they rent out their homes in the
city?

(2) What resemblance does this claim
bear to the true position taken by the
State Government on this issue?

Mr WILSON replied:
(I) Yes, I noted the uninformed comment

of the present Leader of the Oppo-
sition.

(2) The Leader of the Opposition's
statement is pure fiction.
I have pursued this problem of
unintended landlords with the Federal
Minister for Housing and Western
Australian members of the Federal
Cabinet subcommittee on taxation
reform. The Premier is aware of this
approach and fully supports it.
In addition to lobbying the Federal
Government, I shall be meeting with
the Real Estate Institute of Western
Australia this week with a view to
coordinating our approach to the
problems faced by transferred
workers.
in order to quantify the effect of the
negative gearing quarantine, I shall be
proposing a survey of landlords. Again
we will be making every effort to fully
research this problem.
I have also written to the President of
the Real Estate Institute of Australia
informing him of this State's intention
to support workers who may face
financial loss due to being transferred
as a result of their employment.

As I stated in my media statement of
2 August, Western Australia is
represented on the national working
party on private and community
rental housing. This working party is
addressing a range of issues
confronting the private rental market.
It is particularly concerned about the
supply of rental housing and is
investigating ways to stimulate this
supply.

Currently the working party is putting
together a taxation proposal for the
Federal Minister for Housing to take
to his Cabinet. Such a taxation pro-
posal will include recommendations
on an accelerated depreciation allow-
ance, tax deductibility of unintended
negative gearing, extending the de-
preciation allowance to established
dwellings, and targeting of incentives.

This House should rest assured that
the Burke Government regards the
well-being of the private rental market
as a high priority.

HEALTH: AIDS

Education P'rogramme

64. Mr THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Health:

(1) Has he read the statement made by Dr
David Plummer to the ANZAAS Con-
gress in which he-

(a) predicted Australia would have
several thousand cases of AtiDS in
the next few years;

(b) called for a comprehensive edu-
cation programme on AIDS?

(2) What initiatives has he taken in the
field of AIDS education?

Mr HODGE replied:

(I) No.

(2) A number of very informative pam-
phlets and publications have been
produced by my department, and
these have achieved very wide circu-
lation. They have been particularly
successful in pharmacies, where we
have had a good response from
pharmacists. We have also mailed
them to doctors and had a good re-
sponse there as well.
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A number of important seminars and
conferences have been organised by
the Health Department. Some months
ago we sponsored a leading American
expert to address Health Department
officials and other interested people in
Western Australia on the subject of
AIDS. More recently we hosted an in-
ternational conference in Perth, again
sponsored by the Health Department.
That conference was on sexually
transmitted diseases, and a good
portion of it was devoted to AIDS. I
had the pleasure of opening that con-
ference.

The Commonwealth has made funds
available to all States for health edu-
cation on the question of AIDS. So far
we have spent about $ 10 000 out of
our own State funds on a telephone
information line. We have placed ad-
vertisements in newspapers giving in-
formation on the risks and advice to
people who may be worried about
AIDS. The Education Department has
been involved and also material has
been sent for teachers to study so that
they can include information on AIDS
and health education in their lessons.

An audiovisual presentation has been
prepared by the Health Department
for health professionals. We have also
produced an audiovisual presentation
for community groups. That is being
tested and will be available shortly.

We have had special training courses
available for health education officers
so that they in turn can go out and
speak to the community, address other
health professionals and help alert
them to the risk of AI DS.

All in all so far we have a fairly good
record of activity, but it is only begin-
ning. It is an important health matter,
and we will be stepping up our efforts
in this area. I expect to put a sub-
mission to State Cabinet in the near
future setting out in some detail the
steps which I think should be taken in
this important area.

MINERAL: COAL
Collie: Implications

65. Mr TOM JONES, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:
(1) What are the implications for coal in

Collie, or what position did the
Government find when it reviewed
the North-West Shelf gas agreement?

(2) What are the implications following
the Government's successful
renegotiation of the agreement?

(3) What has the Government done to en-
sure the continued strength and
growth of the Collie coalmining indus-
try?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) The first thing that was apparent was

that there was a substantial reduction
in demand for coal from Collie as a
result of the plan that was set in place
by the previous Government. For
example, from Western Collieries
alone there Was a reduction in demand
for coal from the Collie coalfields
from 1.5 million tonnes per annum to
about 850 000 tonnes per annum. In
the case of the Griffin coal agreement
there was a take-or-pay arrangement
for 2.1 million tonnes, but that matter
was in dispute with Griffin at the
time. There was no commitment from
the former Government to take coal
from Western Collieries, no commit-
ment to maintain employment level at
that colliery, or even to maintain the
skills and the employment levels that
were appropriate for underground
mining. Members might be aware that
Western Collieries is the only concern
which operates underground.

In Order to use the gas, as the member
for Floreat observed when speaking to
the Bill in this place in July, we would
of course have needed to eliminate a
lot more coal from our power gener-
ation. In fact, to use all the gas, or
even most of it, we would have needed
to have eliminated virtually all of the
coal from power generation. There
was considerable advocacy of that
course of action during the course of
the negotiations by some of the joint
venturers, and, as I say, there were
suggestions by the member for Floreat
that he or his colleagues would have
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been prepared to contemplate some-
thing along those lines had the Liberal
Party been in Government.

(2) In relation to the implications of the
renegotiation of the agreements, the
position now is that we can look for-
ward to maintaining at least the cur-
rent level of coal usage in OUr Power
generating systems. We can in fact
look forward to a gradual increase
both in the usage of coal over fairly
short periods of time and certainly, in
the long-term future, to a substantial
increase in the utilisation of coal. The
Government has been able to commit,
legally, contractually, and in every
other way, to the coal producers in
Collie to ensure not only that the
people are employed but that they can
also make plans and investments to
ensure that both skills and efficient
operations are maintained on the Col-
lie coalfields.

(3) To ensure the continued strength and
growth of the project, a whole range of
discussions were held at my insti-
gation in respect to the long-standing
contractual and other disputes be-
tween the SEC and Griffin coal. These
discussions resulted in the settlement
of the dispute between the SEC and
Griffin coal on a basis which was sat-
isfactory to both sides and, import-
antly, a new contract has been drawn
up which is much more satisfactory
for the consumers of this State and, at
the same time, provides the security
and the same volume of coal-2. I
million tonnes per year-as was pre-
viously the case.
In respect to Western Collieries, the
Government has signed a heads of
agreement with that company and is
in the process of translating that heads
of agreement into contract form.
Western Collieries and CRA, the
owners, have accepted that the heads
of agreement is sufficient for them to
go on with mining development ac-
tivities. Indeed, they have spent con-
siderable amounts of money on their
new Western Seven operation.
The Government has committed itself
to advance stripping of overburden to
ensure the maintenance of employ-
ment levels on the coalfields during
the early years of the operation when

the Government will not be able to
increase the demand for coal very
substantially.
The Government has cooperated with
both Western Collieries and with Grif-
fin coal in coal exploration and evalu-
ation work to look to the long-term
future and to ensure the viability of
the leases. I believe that had the Labor
Party not been in Government during
this time, the future of the Collie coal
industry, and in particular of Western
Collieries and underground mining,
would have been very bleak indeed.
However, one result of what the
Government has been able to achieve,
although of course there is still the
problem of the gas surplus-and as a
result there will not be a growth in the
demand for coal as there otherwise
would have been-is that the situation
is now better than it would have been
before the Government renegotiated
the gas sales agreements.

HEALTH: AIDS
Prisoners

66. Mr THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) What steps are being taken to estab-

lish if there are any inmates of West-
emn Australian prisons who have
AIDS?

(2) If steps are being taken, with what re-
sults?

(3) If no screening is being done in West-
em Australian prisons, does he intend
that such should be done?

Mr HODGE replied:

(1) to (3) Work is being done at the
present time between the Health De-
partment, the Prisons Department,
and the relevant union towards
developing a policy on assessing pris-
oners for AIDS. At the moment, it is
done on an ad hoc basis; that is, the
prison doctors assess prisoners that
they consider may be in high risk
groups, taking into account their
physical condition and their past his-
tory and circumstances. If the prison
doctors, after assessing the prisoners
whom they consider may be at risk,
decide that the matter needs to be
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taken further, they then consult with
the doctors in our special clinic in the
Health Department.

An education programme has been
held for prison officers in order to al-
low them to be alert to what must be
looked for in at risk prisoners. Steps
have been taken and laid down to en-
sure that a person who is suspected of
having AIDS is put into isolation in
the prison system. That work has been
done and, as I say, work is now
progressing between the relevant de-
partment and the union to try to de-
velop a more formal policy on how to
assess prisoners.

TECHNOLOGY INDUSTRIES
Youth Involvement

67. Mrs HENDERSON, to the Minister for
Technology:

Would he explain what the Govern-
ment has done to involve young
people in the new high technology in-
dustries, given their obvious and
growing importance to the State's fu-
ture.

Mr BRYCE replied:

To promote and encourage the
innovative spirit on which the future
of the State depends, the Western
Australian Government has
introduced tile Neville Stanley
Studentships.

The studentships will be administered
by the Technology Development
Authority and they will give young
Western Australian students the op-
portunity to apply their own ideas to
business and industry. Students with a
particular project in mind will be
expected to liaise with organisations
which have the potential to facilitate
and assist in the completion of their
project.

Recipients of a Neville Stanley
Studentship will work within an or-
ganisation for the duration of the
studentship. Successful proposals will
show innovation and creativity in ad-
dressing an issue affecting the long-
term d 2velopmernt and modernisation
of West Australian industry.

Studentships will be available within
Western Australia, with a limited
number to be offered in Singapore.
Studentships will be available for a 10-
week period, ideally to coincide with
the summer vacation from December
to February. An allowance of $300 per
week will be made for the period of
the studentship.
Neville Fenton Stanley was foun-
dation Professor of Microbiology at
the University of Western Australia, a
biologist of international renown, and
a founding member of the Science, In-
dustry and Technology Council
(SITCO). For many years he was Di-
rector of Microbiology Services at Sir
Charles Gairdner Hospital, and con-
sultant in immunology and virology to
the World Health Organisation. He
was also consultant to the medical fac-
ulties of universities in Singapore and
Malaysia. He is an outstanding West-
ern Australian; and I am very proud
that the Government has decided to
name the studentships after him.

HORTICULTU RE: GRAPES
Wannerco: Export

68. Mr SPRIGGS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Are there any table grapes produced

for export in Wanneroo?
(2) If so, could the Minister advise the

number of producers and their names?
Mr EVANS replied:
(1) and (2) The available records indicate

that table grapes are not produced in
Wanneroo for export purposes.

EDUCATION
Privatisat ion

69. Mr TROY, to the Minister for Education:
(1) Does the Government support

privatisation of the State school
system?

(2) Is there any evidence that the Oppo-
sition's sudden urge to privatise every-
thing in sight is based on attempts at
privatisation by past Liberal Govern-
ments in this State's education
system?
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Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) and (2) It certainly is the case that in

the education field generally people
are concerned about the failure of the
Opposition to spell out its
privatisation plans and the extent to
which they and some of the Oppo-
sition's other policies relating to the
financing of the State will impact on
education. There is of course some
evidence of the Opposition's move to
privatisation in these areas, because it
has already opposed the Govern-
ment's efforts to put a limit on the fees
and charges which parents will have to
pay in order to send their children to
school.

As members will be aware, the maxi-
mum charge that could be levied on
any child in a Government school in
years 8, 9, and 10 next year will be
$110. The Opposition is opposed to
that. The Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition has publicly opposed that
proposition and has taken the view
that schools should be able to charge
what they like, thereby transferring
the cost of education from the
Government to the Parents. I am not
surprised that he should adopt this
stance, because the Opposition has
already announced policies for the
scrapping of FID and the fuel levy,
which would reduce the State's Budget
by $60 million. The situation is that
with $60 million-odd to be taken off
the State Budget, with the education
budget being at least 25 per cent of the
State Budget-at least under a Labor
Government it is, but probably less
under a Liberal Governiment-one
would expect to see at least $ 15
million taken off the education
budget. A cutback of that magnitude
would be approximately twice the
amount of the cutback which the pre-
vious Government attempted to im-
plemnrt in 1982-something which
members will recall very vividly, I am
sure.

It seems clear to me that the Oppo-
sition, with its privatisation policy, is
looking to see two things occur: The
first is a greater participation level by
our students in non-Government
schools rather than Government
schools, with a consequent saving to

the State; the second is the greater
transfer of the cost of education to
parents with children in Government
schools, and the Opposition is looking
at a figure in the order of $15 million.
This is of very considerable concern to
people in the education community.
The only way this concern can be dis-
pelled is for the new shadow Minister
for Education to have his leader make
a clear statement about precisely what
he is intending to privatise. He needs
to issue a clear statement that the edu-
cation sector is to be exempted from
the privatisation policies the Oppo-
sition is seeking to pursue. Does the
member interjecting want to give that
clear guarantee now that it will nut
affect the education sector? Of course
not. People in the education com-
munity continue to worry.

LAND: PURCHASES
Kemerion

70. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:
(1) Is it correct that the Government,

through its agencies or agent, has re-
entered the marketplace to purchase
properties in the Kemerton area in ad-
dition to those formerly acquired for
the Government's ill-fated smelter
proposals?

(2) Is it also correct that the agent or
agents of the Government, if any, are
dealing on a secret basis with individ-
ual property owners?

(3) Is it also correct that the agent or
agents, if any, are responsible for tell-
ing people in the area that the acqui-
sitions are being made for the creation
of a national park?

(4) Is that proposition true; is there to be
a national park created?

(5) When is the Government proposing to
announce its endeavours to resurrect
the smelter project?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) to (5) Firstly, I have made it quite

public in the past, and stated it again
in answer to a question last week from
the member for Murray-Wellington,
that we are purchasing properties
from willing landowners in the
Kemerton area. We are continuing to
do so; it is not a question of resuming
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such purchases, because there has
been no cessation of that activity, No
secrecy has been involved whatever.
We are not leaning on people. We
have had people coming to us asking
us to purchase their properties. We are
dealing with these people. No secrecy
has been involved at all. I have made
our activities public previously as I
did last week in answer to that ques-
tion.
Obviously the details of' the nego-
tiations between the landowners and
the people who are purchasing the
land are on a normal commercial
basis; they are not held in a public
meeting hail with 20 people present.
There has been no secrecy about it. I
am not aware of any at all.
I find it hard to believe that agents
might be commenting that the land is
being purchased for a national park to
be created. Certainly there is no truth
in that. The Government has never
made any suggestion that it was
intending to create a national park in
the Kemerton area. Such a national
park is not in our contemplation, not
in any shape or form at all. I find the
suggestion astounding.
Further, I have also said publicly on
many occasions that the Government
remains convinced that with suitable
circumstances, with the right partners,
at the right time from an economic
point of view, and with a viable alu-
minium market, a smelter will be a
viable proposition. There is a lot of
logic to that. In the right circum-
stances we could still have a smelter in
this State. We have a power contract
in place; we have a coal contract in
place.
We have all the necessary planning
work done. We are about to consider
the report of the Environmental Pro-
tection Authority. We believe that
with all the proper circumstances
there is all the logic in the world to say
that a smelter will be developed. We
have cleared away most of the ob-
stacles. We have certainly gone a long
way further to achieving our aim than
any Government of members opposite
did in 20 years. We still have people
committed to proceeding at the appro-
priate time.

The problem is with the aluminium
market, something over which, with
the best will in the world, the Govern-
ment has no influence. That is the
only obstacle remaining in the way of
an aluminium smelter going ahead in
WA. We will continue on in this way.
The Opposition need noi worry about
that but can leave it to us. I am sure
that at the appropriate time we will
ensure that an aluminium smelter is
built in this State.

AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT

Newspaper Aricle
71t. Mr 0. L. SMITH, to the Minister for

Agriculture:
(1) Is the Minister aware of an article in

the National Farmer of 13 June 1985
entitled "Farmpoll:. Agriculture De-
partments, More Bouquets than Brick-
bats"?

(2) Can he advise what action he has
taken on this article?

Mr EVANS replied:

(1) The answer to the member for
Mitchell is "Yes", and I am very
pleased, Mr Deputy Speaker, that you
allowed this question.

(2) I would be delighted to answer the
question because that farm poll rated
Western Australia's as the top Depart-
ment of Agriculture in Australia for
the third year in a row. This rating was
for the best overall performance and
stemmed from a survey of the maga-
zine's readers-and a very prestigious
magazine it is, too. So I can inform the
member that our farmers themselves
rate Western Australia's Department
of Agriculture as the best.
Our department also topped the list
for its research effort, its publications,
its market information, in pest con-
trol , and in soil and water conser-
vation.
Generally, the department increased
its approval rate between 4 and 5 per
cent over the 1984 Farm poll.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
Minister must draw to a conclusion.

Mr EVANS: I am drawing to a conclusion,
Mr Deputy Speaker.
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Nearly half the Western Australian
farmers polled indicated that the atti-
tude of the department's staff was
good to very good, and a further 38
per cent said it was better than aver-
age. I also point out that in terms of
offering economic advice the Western
Australian Department of Agriculture
was rated only second behind
Victoria.

This Parliament can be proud of the
role the Department of Agriculture is
playing and the effectiveness of its
officers in extension work and also in
research. It certainly has the full back-
ing of this Government.
I have written to the Director of
Agriculture, as you would wish me to
do, Mr Deputy Speaker, requesting
that he convey my congratulations to
all the officers in the department.
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